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Every year, millions of dogs and cats are 
mercilessly killed for the dog and cat meat 
trade in Southeast Asia. It is a common 
misconception that dogs and cats are only 
bred on special “farms” for the trade. In 
Vietnam, Cambodia, and Indonesia, the vast 
majority are captured homeless animals or 
stolen pets.

We don’t just rescue dogs and cats when 
we close slaughterhouses down, we work 
on multiple levels for a sustainable change. 
We conduct undercover investigations, 
run behaviour change and educational 
programmes, and collaborate with 
governments to enforce new and existing 
legislation.

We want to end this cruel and horrific trade, 
but to achieve this, we need your help. 
Together with your support, we can make 
the dog and cat meat trade a thing of the 
past.

Fighting the Cruel Dog 
and Cat Meat Trade 
in Southeast Asia
Over the past few years, we have rescued 
more than 200 dogs and cats from slaughter. 
We also closed down 4 major slaughterhouses 
in Cambodia and Vietnam, where more than 
80,000 dogs and cats were being killed every 
year.
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Every day, huge populations of stray animals 
are starving to death, killing each other 
over resources, and dying from untreated 
injuries, diseases or even deliberate abuse.
Countless unwanted dogs end up in shelters 
where even the most basic care is missing. 
The overpopulation is causing immense 
suffering.

For the last 25 years, our Stray Animal 
Care teams have been there, helping the 
helpless. Our projects and partnerships 
in ten countries in Eastern Europe and 
Southeast Asia ensure a long-lasting 
impact. We implement data-driven and 
community-led approaches to help 
stray and community animals, reducing 
populations with humane and sustainable 
programmes, aiming to improve the lives of 
as many animals as possible.

Stray dogs and cats suffer in silence, but 
we are making sure that they are heard. By 
leaving a gift in your Will, you ensure that 
they will continue to receive the help they 
deserve in the future too.

Caring for Homeless 
Dogs and Cats When 
No One Else Does
Together with our local partners, we have
sterilised over 288,000 strays around the world, 
treated more than 55,000 and vaccinated over
296,000 animals to date.  
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Did you know that there are still brown 
bears in Europe trapped in tiny barren 
cages to attract visitors to hotels and 
restaurants? That there are more tigers in 
captivity than in the wild today? 

Wild animals suffer terribly under 
inappropriate keeping conditions, but we 
are doing everything in our power to rescue 
them. Unfortunately, most of them can’t be 
released into the wild again, which is why 
we take care of them in our sanctuaries and 
partner projects. There, we provide them 
with high-quality, species-appropriate care, 
in a nature-like surrounding.

Your legacy can make sure we can continue 
to rescue animals from barren cages and 
give them the care they deserve.

Rescuing Wild 
Animals from a Life 
of Suffering
Over the years, we have rescued more than 
570 wild animals in need, including more 
than 200 lions and 150 brown bears. 
In our 13 sanctuaries and partner projects 
around the world, they can finally recover 
from their past and experience what it 
means to live a species-appropriate life.
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Help for Bile Bears 
in Vietnam 
Right now, around 180 former bile bears still 
live in barren cages on so-called bear farms. 
Since 2017, we have rescued over 60 bears, but 
our work is far from over.

They are kept in empty cages, sometimes even 
with metal bars on the floor. The cruel extraction 
of bile is forbidden, but often still happens behind 
closed doors.

After we rescue them, we bring them to our 
BEAR SANCTUARY Ninh Binh. There, they can 
recover in large outdoor enclosures with rich 
vegetation and pools to swim in.

Leaving a gift in your Will makes all the 
difference for these bears. It transforms tiny 
cages into open meadows. It turns malnutrition 
into nourishment and suffering into hope. It is 
crucial for ending bear farming in Vietnam. 
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During emergencies, animals are often the last 
to be considered in rescue efforts. We operate 
a rapid response, highly skilled expert unit 
equipped to help animals in the face of wars, 
in conflict zones or when natural disasters hit. 
Our team of veterinarians, rescue workers, and 
crisis managers is trained to work under such 
circumstances and operates worldwide.

Leaving a gift in your Will can ensure we are 
ready to act immediately when animals need our 
help. Your legacy can be a lifeline to animals 
left behind in times of crisis.

Rapid Response in 
Times of Emergency
Lions nearly starved to death in Sudan, tigers 
trapped in a train carriage in Argentina, the
loneliest elephant in the world: There is no
mission too challenging or complex for our 
experienced Rapid Response Rescue Team.
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One of the first activities FOUR PAWS 
undertook in the 1980s was occupying an 
Austrian fur farm, which ultimately led to its 
closure. FOUR PAWS was also instrumental 
in the country-wide ban of caged laying 
hens in Austria. In the decades since, 
we have continued to work on improving 
conditions related to the husbandry, 
handling, breeding, transport, and slaughter 
of so-called farm animals, such as pigs, 
cattle, sheep, goats, chickens, waterfowl, 
and turkeys, across Europe and beyond. 
We also stand up for animals abused in the 
fashion industry.

Each year, billions of farmed animals die 
after a short life in a terrible environment, 
without ever having their natural needs met. 
Your legacy could help us to keep fighting 
for their protection.

Fighting for the 
Protection of 
Farmed Animals
Millions of innocent animals live locked up in tiny 
cages only to be brutally killed for their fur. Even 
more animals are farmed for their meat, milk, or 
eggs. In Australia, millions of lambs suffer from 
a cruel procedure called live lamb cutting (also 
known as mulesing).
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What a gift in your Will can do:

€2,000 could feed one rescued big cat 
at our LIONSROCK Big Cat Sanctuary 
in South Africa for one year

€8,000 could feed a rescued brown 
bear for a year

€12,000 could cover the costs of a bear 
rescue and transport

€30,000 could cover the rescue of a 
big cat in need, or contribute to the 
building of a new bear enclosure

The Impact of 
Your Legacy
Your legacy is more than just a gift. It means 
hope for animals suffering in tiny cages. It means 
recovery for animals who have endured years of 
neglect and abuse. It means a second chance at life 
for those who have never known kindness. 

Your legacy could provide the resources needed 
to rescue and care for animals in need. It ensures 
that they receive the love, medical attention, and 
species-appropriate environments they deserve. 

By including FOUR PAWS in your Will, you are 
making a lasting impact that will continue to save 
and improve the lives of countless animals for 
generations to come.
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Your Legacy, Your Way

Your Will is personal to you, and we will never ask 
you to share any information with us unless you 
choose to. If you want to restrict your gift to a specific 
area,  please speak to us first so that we can make 
sure that we can fulfil your wishes. You can change 
your mind at any time, and you have no obligation to 
notify us about it. We are here to help.

Leave a Legacy
From fighting against the cruel dog and cat meat 
trade, to saving former bile bears from their 
suffering, to caring for rescued animals in our 
sanctuaries, to campaigning for better conditions 
for farmed animals, to being ready in times of 
emergencies or wars – none of this would be 
possible without the support of our legacy donors. 
By leaving us a gift in your Will, you can be part of 
our future work.
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How to Leave a Gift in Your Will to FOUR PAWS
Find a Solicitor
It is always recommended to use a legal adviser when you are writing your Will. 

Wording for Your Will
“I give [specific amount or percentage] to VIER PFOTEN International, Registered 
Charity Number FN 227934y, Linke Wienzeile 236, A-1150 Vienna, Austria, for 
its general charitable purposes.” If you would like to support a specific project, 
please get in touch with us first to ensure we can fulfil your wishes.

Charity Details
To ensure your gift goes to the right place, please include our full name, address, 
and registered charity number in your Will. The details are as follows:
VIER PFOTEN International
Linke Wienzeile 236, A-1150 Vienna, Austria
Registered Charity Number: FN 227934y

As FOUR PAWS is a global organisation headquartered in Vienna, the most 
efficient way to contribute is through fixed sum of money. This helps us minimise 
administrative costs and ensures that your support goes further without being 
reduced by taxes or additional fees.

Contact Information 
If you have any questions or would like further information 
including our dedicated Will Guide, please reach out to me at 
Beatrice.Heintz@four-paws.org
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