
Millions of animals, including minks, foxes, raccoon 
dogs, and chinchillas are killed every year in the 
global fur trade – an industry which, until recently, 
was worth more than USD22 billion per year1. Due to 
a decline in demand and the devastating COVID-19 
outbreaks on mink farms, the number of animals 
killed for their fur has fallen from around 100 million 
annually2 to 60 million in 20203,4. These animals are 
either farmed in horrific conditions or caught, using 
crude and barbaric traps, from the wild.

The awful truth behind the fur industry has garnered 
global attention and, in response to the increasingly 

strong public opposition to the cruelty of the trade, 
a steadily growing number of countries, including 
Austria, France, Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, 
and the UK, have banned fur farms5. Opinion polls 
across the globe consistently demonstrate that most 
people are opposed to fur farming6. An international 
YouGov poll commissioned by FOUR PAWS in 2021 
shows that, when it comes to fashion, the animal 
welfare issue people are most concerned about is 
fur. Almost 80 percent of respondents to the survey 
indicated that they were concerned about the welfare 
of animals killed for fur7. 

Image courtesy of Fur Free Alliance
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Most of the world’s biggest companies no longer 
wish to be associated with the animal cruelty of the 
fur industry and many of them have officially joined 
the Fur Free Retailer program. Examples of fur free 
fashion companies:  

BALENCIAGA

BURBERRY

CALVIN KLEIN

CANADA GOOSE

DOLCE & GABBANA

GIORGIO ARMANI

GUCCI

H&M

JEAN PAUL GAULTIER

MANGO

MONCLER

PRADA

RALPH LAUREN

SAINT LAURENT

STELLA MCCARTNEY

TOMMY HILFIGER

VALENTINO

VERO MODA

VERSACE

VICTORIA BECKHAM

VIVIENNE WESTWOOD

ZARA

“This decision reflects the wishes of not only 
the brand, but also that of our customers.”

Victoria Beckham spokesperson on decision to ban fur
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Replace
Farming and trapping animals for 
their fur is entirely unnecessary and 
unjustifiable. The only way to stop the 
suffering of billions of animals is to join 
the growing number of brands that are 
saying no to fur. 

As the industry will always be inhumane 
and industry-owned certification 
programmes such as WelFur and 
FurMark fail to provide adequate animal 
welfare guarantees, the only solution 
is to ban fur entirely and replace it with 
eco-friendly materials such as recycled 
acryl, partially plant-based polymer, or 
products such as KOBA® Faux Fur11. 

Be transparent
With so many consumers turning their 
backs on fur, it is vital that brands are 
transparent about their stance on fur. 
By joining the international Fur Free 
Retailer Program12 brands provide 
accurate information about their 
commitment to a permanent fur-free 
policy and equip consumers to make an 
informed choice.

Ensure to transparently communicate 
your current use of animal derived 
materials and your timeframe for 
supply chain improvements. Ideally 
this information would form part of a 
robust and comprehensive overarching 
animal welfare policy, which is clearly 
communicated to suppliers. 

China is the biggest producer of farmed fur, followed 
by European countries including Denmark (before 
the COVID-19 pandemic), Poland, and Finland. 
The USA, Canada, and Russia are also significant 
producers. China is also the biggest importer of raw 
fur3, the biggest exporter of fur garments8, and the 
biggest consumer of fur garments9. Russia, USA, and 
some European countries are also major importers 
of fur garments10.
 
Animal welfare issues

Most animals used in the fur industry are 
wide-roaming predators entirely unsuited to 
captivity. On fur farms they are kept in tiny, 
dirty, wire mesh cages which prevent movement 
and the expression of the animals’ natural 
behaviours. This causes physical, psychological, 
and behavioral problems13 and increased cub 
mortality14.
 
Handling methods include beating, strangling, 
and dragging animals and injuries sustained 
during this treatment, or through animals fighting 
or self-injury, are left untreated and quickly 
become infected.

When they reach a couple of months of age, 
farmed animals are killed using inhumane 
methods such as gassing, or electrocution 
through the mouth and anus. Such methods inflict 
severe pain and distress15, 16, 17.

Approximately 3-5 million wild animals, including 
coyotes, foxes, bobcats, and beavers, are caught, 
and killed in traps annually in the USA alone18.  
The traps, which include wire neck snares and 
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steel-jaw leghold traps, rarely cause immediate 
death and result in immense pain and stress19 as 
the animals die of exhaustion, predation, starvation, 
drowning, shock, injury, or blood loss. Animals 
that are alive when found are often brutally killed 
through drowning, suffocation, beating or have their 
chests crushed by the people who set the traps20. 
The traps also pose a serious risk to animals other 
than those they were intended to catch21. 

Environmental concerns
Fur production is an intensely toxic and energy-
consuming process, with pelts being dipped in 
toxic chemical soups and animal waste run-off 
from farms polluting soil and waterways22, 23, 24.

Keeping of thousands of animals on fur farms 
also has a severe ecological footprint, as it 
requires land, water, feed, energy, and other 
resources25, 26.

The fur trade adversely affects biodiversity as 
trapping methods can result in the capture of 
unintended species and therefore pose a threat to 
wildlife populations27. Furthermore, species bred 
for their fur, like American mink or raccoon dogs, 
have been released into environments they are not 
native to. As invasive alien species they pose a big 
risk to native species28, 29, 30.

Human health impacts
Intensive mink farms housing thousands of 
animals provide the perfect grounds for diseases. 
This represents an unacceptable risk to human 
health, and it is feasible that such a facility could 
be the source of a future disease outbreak. Mink 
are the only farmed species that has contracted 
COVID-19 from humans and transmitted it back to 
them31, 32, 33.

There are multiple adverse health implications 
for workers in fur processing facilities including 
reduced pulmonary functionality34 and skin 
conditions35 due to inhalation of, or contact with, 
highly toxic substances.

Due to the use of chemicals during processing, 
fur trims on fashion items often contain alarming 
levels of toxins, such as formaldehyde and 
ethoxylates, that can pose a threat to consumers36.

FOUR PAWS calls on fashion companies to stop 
using fur; to reduce the number of animal derived 
materials used overall, in favour of sustainable 
animal-free alternatives; and to ensure that 
the animals which continue to be used within 
domesticated animal supply chains experience an 
excellent state of welfare. 

For more information, review the FOUR PAWS policy 
development guidelines.
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     Together we can drive 
     an animal-friendly 
fashion future, and create 
a world where people treat 
animals with respect,  
empathy and  
understanding.

https://wearitkind.four-paws.org/industry-information
https://wearitkind.four-paws.org/industry-information
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