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Introduction 
In December 2025, we conducted an online survey of voters throughout the state of New York.  

We surveyed 800 respondents. A survey of this size yields a margin of error of +/-3.5% (95% 
confidence interval).  

Our sample is stratified, meaning that the demographic composition of our results matches the 
demographic and geographic compositions of the state.  

Background of Traveling Acts in the State of New 
York 
Question 1: Have you attended a traveling act or circus featuring captive wild animals in the last 
five years? 

Over a supermajority (69.3%) have not attended a traveling act or circus act featuring captured 
wild animals in the past 5 years.  
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Question 2: What do you think is the main purpose of traveling acts or circuses using wild 
animals?  

A majority (52.3%) think the main purpose of such acts or circuses is to ”put on a fun/entertaining 
show.”  
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Question 3: Are there any occasions where you feel it’s OK to have direct public contact with 
captive wild animals? Please choose from the list below. You can choose as many as you like, or 
choose “none of these”:  

Voters feel that circuses/traveling acts and local fairs are the least appropriate occasions for direct 
public contact with captive wild animals.  
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Question 4: How concerned are you, if at all, about the welfare and the treatment of captive wild 
animals used in traveling acts, like circuses or fairs? Would you say that you are very concerned, 
somewhat concerned, not very concerned, or not concerned at all? 

Over eight-in-ten (82.1%) are concerned about the welfare and treatment of such captive wild 
animals (intensity is high).  
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Legislation 

Question 1: Do you support or oppose laws to prohibit the use of captive wild animals in traveling 
acts, like circuses or fairs? [IF SUPPORT OR OPPOSE>>> And would you say that you strongly 
(support/oppose) or somewhat (support/oppose)?  

Over a supermajority  (67.3%) support laws to prohibit the use of captive wild animals in traveling 
acts. 

 

Question 2: The New York State Legislature is considering a bill that would prohibit the use of 
certain captive wild animals in traveling shows (like circuses or fairs). While New York already 
prohibits the use of elephants in traveling acts, this new legislation would also end the use of wild 
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cats (such as lions and tigers), nonhuman primates (such as monkeys, chimpanzees, and 
orangutans), bears, kangaroos, and wallabies in traveling shows in the state. Do you strongly 
support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose this bill? 

Nearly eight-in-ten (79.9%) support a NY state bill prohibiting the use of certain captive wild 
animals in traveling shows.  

 

Messaging 

Question 1: There have been several undercover investigations in the United States documenting 
poor keeping conditions, harsh training methods, and overall mistreatment of captive wild animals 
in traveling shows like circuses.  

Nearly eight-in-ten (79.4%) become more likely to support the bill, knowing about investigations 
documenting poor conditions. 
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Question 2: There have been many documented incidents of dangerous encounters between 
people and captive wild animals at traveling shows. These include visitors being bitten by primates, 
bears, and big cats attacking their handlers during a show, and tigers getting loose in city centers, 
such as New York City, after escaping from such acts.  

Nearly eight-in-ten (77.8%) become more likely to support the bill, knowing of documented 
incidents of dangerous encounters.  
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Informed Support for Legislation  
Over eight-in-ten (85.5%) support the bill after hearing more information about captive wild 
animals in traveling acts. 

Question 1: Knowing what you do now, do you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat 
oppose, or strongly oppose this bill? 

 

Demographics Breakdown 

The following charts break down our survey demographics and cross tabulate results by ethnicity 
and county.  
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Conclusion 

To summarize, survey respondents in New York state overwhelmingly support any laws that 
prohibit the use of captive wild animals in traveling acts (67.3%), and nearly 8 in 10 (79.9%) 
support New York’s proposed legislation. Once respondents were aware of poor conditions and 
dangerous encounters, support for the bill rose to 85.5%.  

Of the 800 respondents to our survey, 408 identify as men and 392 identify as women. 48% of 
respondents were Democrats, while only 23% were Republican; however, Republican 
respondents noted slightly higher concern over the welfare and treatment of wild animals in 
captivity. Respondents in Westchester and Rockland counties reported a greater level of support 
for the legislation. While still a majority, respondents in the Eastern Adirondacks reported a slightly 
lower percentage of support when compared to other counties.  

Analyzing support based on a breakdown by ethnicity also highlighted overwhelming support for 
the bill. Asian/Pacific Islanders were the most likely to support, while individuals who noted “Other” 
or Prefer Not to Say were the least likely to support the bill, though we still saw a majority of support 
from that group.    
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