Protecting Global Health Security: One Health and Pandemic
Prevention in the Political Declaration on Pandemic PPR

From Words to Action: Why the Political Declaration matters now

This brief prepared and supported by the undersigned organizations outlines why the
2026 United Nations General Assembly Political Declaration on Pandemic Prevention,
Preparedness and Response (PPPR] must move beyond recognizing One Health to fully
implementing it, elevating the importance of spillover prevention'.

Amid infectious disease threats and ongoing geopolitical instability, urgent political
commitment to preventing pandemics at their source - before communities are harmed - is
critical to global health security, equity, and economic resilience. This Political Declaration
will support Member States in preparing and implementing effective One Health strategies at
national and regional levels ahead of the Pandemic Agreement’s entry into force. Delaying
action now would leave us dangerously exposed to the next pandemic, resulting in costly
containment instead of cost-effective prevention.

Key Gaps to Address in the 2026 Declaration on PPPR
The 2026 Declaration on PPPR will be effective if it includes:

e Strengthen local, regional and global governance to enable, coordinated, inclusive,
multisectoral strategies and develop and implement national and regional One Health
PPPR plans,

e Mitigate human- led drivers of disease - such as ecological degradation, commercial
wildlife trade, factory farming and weak animal health and welfare systems - through
ecosystem protection, ending the highest risk practices and behaviors which drive
hazards into risks at the human-animal-environment interface and improved animal
welfare® and

e Promote whole-of-society, community-based approaches that elevate the role of local
and indigenous communities.

e C(reate a system that utilizes multisectoral, cross-sectoral and interdisciplinary
efforts, e.g. by establishing a national coordination mechanism underpinned by law,
that integrate community involvement, best practice sharing and science,

e Allow for a whole-of-government approach improving coordination and collaboration
between ministries and authorities of public health, animal health, agriculture, trade,
environment, wildlife, foreign affairs and finance, among others,

e Initiate jointly identifying, mapping and reducing risk factors that drive disease
outbreaks and
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e Enhance multisectoral response capacity, including risk mitigation and early
detection.

e Increasing investment in spillover prevention is a highly cost-effective strategy. It
includes support for mechanisms such as the World Bank’s Pandemic Fund and
IHR/Pandemic Agreement Coordinating Financial Mechanism, while including the
historically underfunded veterinary and environmental sectors,

e Expand technical and financial support, particularly for lower-income countries, to
enhance the reach and effectiveness of spillover prevention measures, and

e Strengthen workforce capacity through investment in joint training, development,
recruitment and retention across human, animal, plant and environment sectors.

Drive policy decisions with the goal of strengthening alignment across international fora,
agreements, and organizations—supporting ratification and implementation of the Pandemic
Agreement’, aligning with the Quadripartite One Health Joint Plan of Action’, and elevating
spillover prevention within key bodies (e.g., CBD, CITES, CMS, UNFCCC, G7, G20).

Totransform these gaps into action, the 2026 Declaration on PPPR must move beyond rhetoric
by prioritizing the implementation of the One Health approach that integrates animal
welfare and environmental protection into pandemic prevention, mandates multisectoral
collaboration, technical support and financing of spillover prevention, and empowers local
communities to mitigate spillover risks at their source.

One Health and Prevention as key pillars of global health security

More than 70% of emerging infectious diseases originate in animals’. Already, 88% of
WHO declarations of a Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) have been
diseases of animal origin: HIN1 (2009]), Ebola (2014), Zika (2016), Ebola (2019), COVID-19
(2020), and mpox (2022, 2024). In addition to these known public health threats, 1.7 million
currently “undiscovered” viruses are thought to exist in mammals and birds, of which up to
827,000 could potentially infect people’. Pandemic drivers such as biodiversity loss,
deforestation, habitat fragmentation and high-risk anthropogenic activities such as wildlife
trade and factory farming, fur farming and other exploitative human-led behaviors at the
human-animal-environment interface create opportunities for genetic reassortment that can
produce novel strains that could pose pandemic threats. The movement of animals across
borders through long-distance live transportation creates the perfect epidemiological bridges
for viruses to spill over into human populations. Complex health challenges require a holistic
approach.

, by understanding and addressing the root causes of disease emergence

*WHO Pandemic Agreement, 2025: https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA78/A78_R1-en.pdf.

“Quadripartite One Health Joint Plan of Action, 2022, https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240059139.

*United Nations Environment Programme. Preventing the next pandemic - Zoonotic diseases and how to break the chain of
transmission. UNEP - UN Environment Programme. 2020 May 15. http://www.unep.org/resources/report/ preventing-future-
zoonotic-disease-outbreaksprotecting-environment-animals-and.

*IHR Emergency Committees: https://www.who.int/teams/ihr/ihr-emergency-committees.

" Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform On Biodiversity And Ecosystem Services (IPBES). Workshop Report on Biodiversity
and Pandemics of the Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES). Zenodo; 2020.
https://zenodo.org/record/4147317. doi:10.5281/ ZENODO.4147317.


https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240059139

(primary prevention, prevention at the source], strengthening multisectoral and multi- and
transdisciplinary collaboration and coordination, implementing integrated surveillance,
empowering communities and developing a One Health workforce through effective education
and training. One Health is not a new concept. It has been practiced for generations, with
countless success stories and examples available. However, the threat of another pandemic
increases the urgency to move to widespread implementation.

The international community must distinguish between

which prevents pathogen introduction into human populations (such as by preventing
spillovers of zoonotic pathogens from animals to humans) and "secondary (downstream)
prevention”, which reacts to and manages outbreaks after they have started". Transitioning
from a reactive to a proactive One Health approach addresses the root causes of disease
emergence, including biodiversity loss, deforestation, and high-risk anthropogenic activities
such as wildlife trade and intensive farming systems and long-distance live transportation
and ensures a more prophylactic, resilient and equitable global health architecture.

° by reducing sickness and death and protecting
people in most vulnerable situations,
° due to the cost effectiveness of pandemic prevention,

stabilizing global supply chains, protecting travel, and reducing trade restrictions
caused by disease outbreaks,

° by conserving biodiversity, securing
water supplies and strengthening resilience to climate related risks”, while upholding
the rights of Indigenous Peoples,

° by preventing supply chain disruptions and price volatility
caused by health crises, thereby securing global nutrition, and
° by strengthening multisectoral coordination, building

a multidisciplinary workforce, and integrating surveillance systems.

Turning Recent International Progress into Action Today

The following summary of key international pandemic-related instruments illustrates how
firmly the One Health approach is already embedded in the global framework and outlines its
practical implications for effective implementation. More examples of international
instruments can be found in the appendix. The 2026 Political Declaration is meant to build on
these achievements and secure political, financial and technical support at the highest level
possible to ensure the implementation of effective pandemic strategies. While the 2023
Political Declaration on PPPR established political recognition for One Health and pandemic
prevention, it lacked operational specificity. The 2026 Political Declaration on PPPR offers
the opportunity to focus on enabling effective implementation of and political support for
commitments on pandemic prevention via One Health, thereby protecting global health.
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UNGA 2023 A/RES/78/3:

recognizes One Health
as essential to pandemic prevention, emphasizes collaboration and coordination across
human, animal, plant, and environmental health sectors on national and international levels
as well as the need for strong international cooperation and governance in alignment with the
One Health Joint Plan of Action", highlights the role of the Quadripartite organizations, and
calls for whole-of-government and whole-of-society approaches. Member States committed
to strengthening pandemic prevention by sharing best practices, enabling identification of
zoonotic outbreak drivers, fostering cooperation across human, animal, plant, and
environmental sectors, and leveraging global cooperation and investment for prevention
capacity building.

UNGA 2024 A/RES/79/2:

recognizes One Health as essential to mitigate AMR, calls for the
appropriate, prudent and responsible use of antimicrobials across human, animal and plant
health sectors by promoting disease prevention, and a meaningful reduction of antimicrobials
used in the agrifood system by investing in animal and plant health (e.g. promoting good
animal husbandry and agriculture practices, strengthening veterinary services),
acknowledges the impact of growth promoters on AMR, emphasizes whole-of-government
and whole-of-society approaches and the development and implementation of multisectoral
national action plans on AMR, recognizes the leading role of the Quadripartite organizations,
and highlights the need for financial and technical support to strengthen capacity especially
in developing countries.

WHO 2025: - this international legally binding instrument
identifies One Health as a foundational legal principle, defining it as an approach that aims to
sustainably balance the health of humans, domestic and wild animals, plants and the wider
environment (including ecosystems) using an integrated multisectoral and transdisciplinary
approach to pandemic prevention, preparedness and response. It recognizes the critical role
of whole-of-government and whole-of-society approaches and includes the obligation for
States Parties to develop and implement multisectoral One Health plans for the prevention of
disease emergence and spillover between animals and humans. Such plans should identify
and address the drivers of spillover at the human-animal-environment interface and reduce
pandemic risks associated with human behavior towards animals which turn hazards into
risks, with the aim of prevention at source and through community engagement, capacity
building and support for implementation, especially for developing countries.

The 2026 UN HLM on PPPR represents a critical, high-level opportunity to avert the rising
probability of future pandemics through bold commitments on prevention at source via the
One Health approach.
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Ecoflix Foundation
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Global Initiative to End Wildlife Crime
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Appendix

UNGA A/RES/80/157 and its previous iterations: Agriculture development, food security and nutrition (2025) - emphasizes
the importance of the One Health approach and other holistic approaches that deliver multiple benefits to the health and
well-being of people, animals, plants and ecosystems,

UNGA A/RES/79/333 and its previous iterations: Scope, modalities, format and organization of the high-level meeting on
pandemic prevention, preparedness and response (2025) - recognizes the value of a One Health approach that fosters
cooperation between the human health, animal health and plant health,

UNGA A/RES/79/287 and its previous iterations: Global health and foreign policy: rethinking health promotion as a
transformative path towards improved and more sustainable well-being for all (2025) - recognizes the necessity of a One
Health approach that fosters cooperation between the human, animal and plant health and applying a One Health
approach (0P7),

FAO resolution 14/2025: Addressing Antimicrobial Resistance in Agrifood Systems (2025) - affirms the importance of
effectively addressing AMR through a One Health approach, meaning cross-sectoral, coordinated inter-disciplinary
efforts across human, animal, environmental and plant health; and urges FAO Members to strengthen AMR institutional
and regulatory frameworks, including through a One Health approach,

A78/4 Add.2 Seventy-eighth World Health Assembly of the World Health Organization: Climate change and health: Draft
Global Action Plan on Climate Change and Health (2025) - recognizes One Health as one of the frameworks to be
considered in implementing the draft Global Plan of Action,

UNEP/EA.7/HLS.1 Ministerial declaration of the United Nations Environment Assembly of the United Nations Environment
Programme at its seventh session: Advancing sustainable solutions for a resilient planet (2025) as well as previous
ministerial declarations - decides to advance the implementation of the One Health approach, among other holistic
approaches, which recognizes that the health of humans is closely linked and interdependent with the health of domestic
and wild animals, as well as plants and the wider environment (Action 1g),

Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals, 14" Conference of Parties, Resolution 12.6: Wildlife
health and migratory species (2024) - acknowledges that the One Health approach is recognized as an integrated, unifying
approach that aims to sustainably balance and optimize the health of people, wild and domestic animals, and ecosystems,
and requests Parties to take One Health and ecosystem approaches (OP4),

G20 Rio de Janeiro Leaders’ Declaration (2024) - the countries emphasize advancing a One Health approach, recognizing
the interlinkages between human, animal, plant, and environmental health, and the necessity to address antimicrobial
resistance,

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, 28th UN Climate Change Conference (COP28): COP28
Declaration on Climate and Health (2023) - the Parties commit to facilitating collaboration on human, animal,
environment and climate health challenges, such as by implementing a One Health approach,

G20 New Delhi Leaders’ Declaration (2023) - the countries remain committed to strengthening Global Health and to
implementing One Health Approach, _

ASEAN Leaders' Declaration on One Health Initiative (May 2023):

UNGA A/RES/76/257: Elevating pandemic prevention, preparedness and response to the highest level of political

leadership (2022) - urges Member States to adopt an all-hazard, multisectoral and coordinated approach to prevention,
preparedness and response for health emergencies, in the context of the One Health approach [(OP16),
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Convention on Biological Diversity, 15" Conference of Parties, DECISION ADOPTED BY THE CONFERENCE OF THE
PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY: 15/4. Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework
(2022] - The Framework is to be implemented with consideration of the One Health Approach,
https://www.cbd.int/ sior 5/cop-15-dec-04-en.pdf

World Health Organisation: Ending the neglect to attain the Sustainable Development Goals One Health: Approach for
action against neglected tropical diseases 2021-2030(2022) - aims to support a range of stakeholders to achieve the road
map targets through a transdisciplinary, cross-cutting One Health approach,

UNEP/EA.5/Res.1 United Nations Environment Assembly of the United Nations Environment Programme: Animal
welfare-environment-sustainable development nexus (2022) - acknowledges that animal welfare can contribute to
addressing environmental challenges, promoting the One Health approach and achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals and acknowledges the need to address connections between the health and welfare of animals, sustainable
development and the environment and human health and well-being through the One Health approach,

UNEP/EA.5/Res.6 United Nations Environment Assembly of the United Nations Environment Programme: Biodiversity
and health (2022) - requires continued multisectoral action across the One Health spectrum if the Sustainable
Development Goals are to be achieved and invites Member States to strengthen links between the conservation and
sustainable use of biodiversity and public health in sectoral policies and in accordance with the One Health approach
(OP8),

Quadripartite (FAO, UNEP, WHO, WOAH): One Health Joint Plan of Action (2022-2026) - aims to guide the four
organizations in working together on One Health with the aim of supporting their Members, Member States and State
Parties in building One Health capacities,

UNGA A/RES/75/27: International Day of Epidemic Preparedness (2020) - recognizes the value of an integrated One Health
approach that fosters cooperation between the human health, animal health and plant health sectors,

United Nations Environment Programme: PREVENTING THE NEXT PANDEMIC: Zoonotic diseases and how to break the
chain of transmission, A Scientific Assessment with Key Messages for Policy-Makers (2020) - emphasizes a One Health
approach that targets the drivers of zoonotic spillover and seeks to prevent future pandemics by breaking chains of
transmission between animals, humans, and ecosystems,

World Bank Group: One Health: Operational Framework For Strengthening Human, Animal, And Environmental Public
Health Systems At Their Interface (2018) - promotes integrated, multisectoral collaboration to strengthen public health
systems at the human-animal-environment interface and guide investments that prevent, detect, and respond to
emerging health threats,

UNEP/EA.3/Res.4 United Nations Environment Assembly of the United Nations Environment Programme: Environment
and health (2017) - recognizes that human, animal, plant and ecosystem health are interdependent, and emphasizes in
that regard the value of the “One Health” approach, an integrated approach that fosters cooperation between
environmental conservation and the human health, animal health and plant health sectors (0P24),

Convention on Biological Diversity, 12" Conference of Parties, Decision XIl/21: Biodiversity and human health (2014) and
its subsequent iterations - recognizes the value of the “One Health” approach to address the cross-cutting issue of
biodiversity and human health,

FAO, WOAH (formerly OIE), WHO, UNICEF, & World Bank: Contributing to One World, One Health: A Strategic Framework

for Reducing Risks of Infectious Diseases at the Animal-Human-Ecosystems Interface (2008) - promotes
interdisciplinary, cross-sector collaboration to reduce infectious disease risks at the animal-human-ecosystem interface
and strengthen global surveillance, preparedness, and response capacities,
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https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/703711517234402168/pdf/123023-REVISED-PUBLIC-World-Bank-One-Health-Framework-2018.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/703711517234402168/pdf/123023-REVISED-PUBLIC-World-Bank-One-Health-Framework-2018.pdf
https://wedocs.unep.org/rest/api/core/bitstreams/35665ca7-c42f-4f7c-b921-44e229e689e9/content
https://www.cbd.int/decision/cop/default.shtml?id=13384
https://www.preventionweb.net/files/8627_OWOH14Oct08.pdf?startDownload=true

