
 

Policy Brief: Integrating One Health into CITES , the Urgent Need for a Resolution  

Context  

The intersection between wildlife trade and zoonotic disease risks has become increasingly 

evident. COVID - 19 demonstrated th e gravity of  risks tied to  zoonotic disease  emergence , spillover  

and spread . With over 70% of emerging infectious diseases originating  from wild animals , and 

with an estimated 1.7 million currently ‘undiscovered’ viruses estimated to exist in mammals and 

birds, of which up to 827,000 could have the ability to infect people , controlling the legal and illegal 

trade in wildlife is essential for preventing future epidemics and pandemics 1, 2. This necessity is 

widely acknowledged by international organizations and scientists.  

Furthermore, the increasing exploitation of wild  animals  through hunting and trade , and 

easier access as humans continually encroach into wildlife habitats,  increases opportunities for 

close animal - human contact. Sci entific findings confirm that this exploitation, alongside habitat 

degradation caused by human activities, has intensified animal - human interactions and thus 

facilitated the transmission of zoonotic diseases 3.  

It is cruci al  to take all necessary measures  so that international trade in animals and animal 

products  does not undermine conservation efforts,  harm  the welfare of animals , or  pose a threat  

to human  health .4 In other words, we need to ensure wildlife trade is sustainable, humane and 

safe.   

At CoP19  of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 

Flora (CITES)  in 2022 , Parties discussed  the role  of CITES in reducing the risk of zoonotic disease 

emergence  associated with international wildlife trade . The  discussions included proposals  to 

establish an advisory body  and develop a resolution on actions Parties could take to strengthen 

the role of CITES  in the implementation of One Health  principles, in order to reduce the health 

risks from international  wildlife trade.  Unfortunately, the Parties did not adopt the resolution 

proposed at CoP19.  

CITES authorities  can and should  contribute to mitigat ing  the risks of future pandemic 

emergence , by working closely wi th authorities responsible for animal  hea lth and welfare  and 

human health to  better regulate international trade in species that pose a risk , and by integrating 

health and animal welfare  considerations  into all proposed trade transactions  in order to prevent 

disease emergence and spillover . At CoP20, CITES Parties have another  opportunity to take 
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concrete measures that guarantee sustained action that protects animal health and welfare 

following the One Health approach.  

Current Proposals  

While Born Free Foundation  and FOUR PAWS  welcome the measures outlined in Doc. 15.1, 

we stress that these should be incorporated into the Resolution and amended draft Decisions in 

Doc. 15.2, rather than adopted as stand - alone or time - bound measures.  

Key Concerns  

• Limited data and Party - participation : The summary of activities in Doc. 15.1 is based on 

responses from only 19 Parties  to Notification 2023/028. This leaves significant gaps in 

understanding how most Parties are addressing disease risks linked to wildlife trade.  

• Delayed action:  Adoption of the recommendations in Doc. 15.1 would postpone formal 

consideration of a Resolution  (as initially proposed at COP19  in Doc 23.2 , Annex 1 ),5 until 

COP21 , delaying  efforts to operationalize the One Health approach under CITES.  

• Need for sustained commitment:  Address ing  the risks of pathogen emergence and 

spillover should be an  ongoing  effort . Addressing them requires long - term, embedded 

obligations , best achieved through a Resolution, rather than  time - bound Decisions.  

Recommendations  

1. Reject the revised Decision 19.17  as proposed in Doc. 15.1.  

2. Support adoption of the Resolution on One Health and CITES  as outlined in CoP20 Doc. 

15.2 , along with the associated Decisions.  

3. Incorporate relevant measures from Doc. 15.1 Annex 2  into the Resolution in Doc. 15.2 

to ensure consistency and avoid duplication.  

4. Encourage greater Party engagement  to improve transparency and reporting on national 

actions to prevent and mitigate pathogen risks in wildlife trade.  

5. Reaffirm CITES’ role within the global One Health framework , working in synergy with 

the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH), World Health Organis ation ( WHO), 

United Nation s Environment Programme ( UNEP ) and Food and Agriculture Organi zation 

of the United Nations  (FAO). 

Conclusion  

CITES has  both the mandate and the opportunity to strengthen global health security by 

addressing disease risks in wildlife trade. Adoption of the Resolution on One Health and CITES 

(CoP20 Doc. 15.2)  represents an essential step toward a proactive, integrated, and enduring 

approach , one that safeguards both animal  and human health and well - being.  
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