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Summary

a	 MENA is the main destination for live animals transported by sea and therefore the main focus of this research.
b	 Middle East and North Africa, here including Algeria, Bahrain, Djibouti, Egypt, Israel, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, 

Oman, Palestine Territories incl. West Bank, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, Türkiye, United Arab Emirates and Yemen.

FOUR PAWS has put forward this report summarising the trade data of live animals by sea (bovines, swine, 
sheep, goats) from EU ports to the Middle East and North Africa (MENA)a,b region between 2019 and 2024. 
Considering the limited data about the scope of live animal transport and average transport duration, this 
report provides important insights into industry trends at EU level.

Our research finds that only 9.9% of animal exports from EU Member States consist of exports to countries 
outside of the EU. In addition, the number of transported animals to the Mediterranean has decreased in 2024 
to its lowest number in this decade. Similarly, the volume of live animal exports from the EU, measured in 
tonnes, has declined both globally and specifically to the MENA region.

The report also contains figures and shipment information for the period between 2023 and 2024. The port of 
Midia in Romania is the busiest EU port for live animal transports, accounting for 102 of the 353 shipments 
recorded in 2024.

Romania, Spain and Portugal are the biggest three exporting countries to the MENA region. On the importers 
side, Morocco significantly increased its imports in 2024, becoming by far the main importer in the MENA 
region. Jordan and Israel followed as the second and third largest importers, respectively.

FOUR PAWS has been working on live animal exports by sea for many years, advocating for a shift from live 
exports to a meat and carcass trade. The data summarised in this report illustrates that export numbers to 
the MENA region are decreasing and that therefore a transition to the export of meat and carcasses is feasible 
and realistic; shortcomings in tracking and monitoring of the operations of EU-approved livestock carriers are 
also reported. In addition, the substandard conditions, old age and high-risk profile of livestock carriers, and 
the frequent incidents involving these ships, demonstrate that transport by sea cannot guarantee high levels 
of animal welfare and even safety for the crew itself.

Since the outdated legislation on the protection of animals during transport is currently being revised, FOUR 
PAWS urges the EU co-legislators to commit not only to improving transport conditions for animals but also to 
making the shift to a meat and carcasses trade a reality.
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Introduction
Over the course of 2024, the UK has banned live animal exports of horses, bovines, sheep, pigs, and goats for 
slaughter and fattening; and, Australia has announced a ban of live sheep exports from 2028 onwards1,2,3. New 
Zealand continues to uphold its total ban on live exports4, while Brazil has expanded its exports throughout 
20245. However, a proposed bill aiming to ban live exports is currently under discussion—though its prospects 
remain uncertain, as a similar bill has been stalled in the Senate since late 20226,7.

As a result, pressure on EU institutions to ban live animal exports has therefore been rising8,9,10. For the first 
time, the European Commission has a Commissioner for Health and Animal Welfare, Olivér Várhelyi from 
Hungary. However, his mandate seems a bit unclear and animal welfare does not sit high on his political 
agenda11,12. Currently, EU institutions are debating an update of the outdated Council Regulation (EC) No 1/2005 
on the protection of animals during transport. The current proposal does not forsee a transport limit for sea 
journeys, not counting the time animals spend on board of any ship as travel time13.

One of the European Parliament rapporteurs working on the proposal is Daniel Buda from Romania (EPP), 
who has categorically denied any intent to stop live animal transports by sea, stating that they must continue, 
particularly as it includes animals moved for breeding purposes14. He defended that before a decision could be 
made on the new proposal, more data was needed. Therefore, in 2024, he requested a study from the European 
Parliament Research Service (EPRS), which was finalised at the end of March 202515. The report highlights 
shortcomings in the implementation of the Council Regulation (EC) No 1/2005, but also the need for a revision 
of the current rules which lack clarity and do not respond to current realities anymore. Discussions among 
Member States representatives in the European Council are also proceeding slowly.

Despite ongoing discussions around a new proposal, abhorrent situations regarding live animal exports con-
tinue to occur repeatedly, especially at the Turkish border. In October 2024, two trucks with 69 heavily pregnant 
heifers from Brandenburg (Germany) were stalled there after 2000 km of transport because they were sus-
pected to have originated from a bluetongue area (a viral cattle disease transmitted by biting midges). With 
the EU refusing to readmit the animals due to health and border security concerns, they remained stranded at 
the border for over a month, during which several of them gave birth and saw their calves die with the rotting 
carcasses lying in their midst. In the end, due to their poor state of health, the animals were taken to a Turkish 
abattoir and killed14,16.

The conditions onboard vessels are less visible but sometimes make headlines as well. In 2024, the case of 
the unladen Deala running ashore off Croatia made the news. The ship was on its way to Rasa port when it was 
pushed aground by strong winds. Livestock carriers were involved in several other incidents but none of them 
made headlines, and little is known about them or the fate of the animals on board, if any (see ‘Casualties’ 
section).

Even though in 2024 no serious vessel accidents were reported, several tragedies have occurred throughout 
the years. One of the most well-known was the 2019 capsizing of the Queen Hind in Romania, with over 14,000 
sheep drowning17. Less than two years later, two vessels (Elbeik and Karim Allah) carrying almost 3000 animals, 
which had departed from Spain to Türkiye in December 2020, were denied entry at their destination port due to 
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bluetongue disease concerns, forcing animals to remain on the vessels for two to three months, before being 
allowed to return to Spain. After months-long suffering, the animals were killed for welfare reasons18. Even 
more recently, early 2025, FOUR PAWS and other animal welfare organisations reported the case of Express M 
that left Romania on 22 February in direction to Israel, with 2400 cattle and 460 sheep. Due to engine failure, 
the trip took three times longer than expected. The animals arrived in awful condition, many covered in faeces, 
as recorded by a local NGO upon arrival19.

The reason for the relatively high number of incidents among livestock carriers is that the vessels authorised 
to transport animals at sea are in worse shape than ever20. They are usually old, mostly converted from other 
ship types like container ships, ro-ro ferries or even oil tankers and thus not suited for their task. Animal 
behaviour and welfare are generally not the main concern of the designers. Animals also tend to move on 
board and react to the vessels heaving or listing in heavy weather, making them more unstable. Currently, the 
average age of the 117 vessels active around the world is 41 years, according to Lloyd’s, and most of them are 
poorly maintained. These are the reasons why insurers tend to assign livestock vessels a high-risk profile.

The above-mentioned bans on live animal transport by ship from several countries have led some of the more 
reputable companies in the industry to drop out, such as the Australian Wellard Group, which sold their last 
carrier in January 2024. This has left the remaining companies competing to lower their standards21.

© FOUR PAWS
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Part I

Export Statistics
The following general export statistics were retrieved from Eurostat’s Easy Comext Database22. Excluded are 
intra-EU trade flows which made up 90.1% of all live animal transport starting in the EU in 2023. Only 9.9% 
of animal transport consists of exports to countries outside the EU. Also excluded is the trade of poultry, and 
animals not generally reared for consumption including pets, horses, donkeys, insects and others. Thus, the 
focus is on the trade of bovines, sheep, goats and swine.

All of the available data for 2024 were preliminary when accessed. They will likely be adjusted throughout 2025, 
generally increasing the figures.

Source: Eurostat

EU Live Animal Exports of Bovines, Goats, Sheep, and Swine
Number of Animals

2019

3,719,225 3,911,350
3,440,785 3,427,792 3,434,401

3,062,131

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

1,295,817 940,715 1,341,091

4,317,483

1,453,794 1,627,696

5,015,042 4,852,065 4,781,876

7,745,275

4,888,195 4,689,827

to Rest of the Worldto MENA

Source: Eurostat

to Rest of the World

EU Live Animal Exports of Bovines, Goats, Sheep, and Swine
Tonnes

to MENA

442,498 437,644

382,880 364,677 386,100

314,702

180,533
153,288

187,430
179,407

195,070

198,173

623,031 
590,932 

570,310 
544,084 

581,170 

512,875 

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Graphs 1 (left) and 2 (right): EU exports of live animals of bovines, goats, sheep 
and swine by number of animals and by tonnes, respectively.
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Live exports to the world and MENA

c	 There are media reports about some transportation voyages from Spain to Morocco taking place in trucks on ferries from Algeciras, 
rather than Livestock Carriers from Cartagena or Tarragona; since space on those ferries is limited, though, it is hard to tell whether 
this makes up much of the trade between the two countries23,24.

Exports of these four groups of live animals from the EU have generally been declining since 2018 (Graph 1). 
They hit a peak in 2022 by number of animals due to a reporting mistake confirmed by Eurostat after being 
contacted by FOUR PAWS on the matter (see section ‘Swine’). In 2023, they reverted to 2020 values and have 
continued to decline, as shown by the most recent statistics released in 2024. These are not final yet and might 
see some increase in the coming months. In terms of tonnage, the development was reversed (Graph 2). After 
reaching a low point in 2022, there was a slight increase in 2023. However, the latest figures for 2024 show a 
continued decline.

Romania and Spain remain the leading exporters of live animals, with Hungary now ranking third in terms of 
animal numbers, followed by Ireland, Portugal, and Denmark (Graph 3). The share of Romania keeps shrink-
ing, while Spain (+16% by number of animals) and Hungary (+86%) have increased their involvement in the 
trade of live animals in 2024. However, only Hungary grew 6% by weight, while Spain reported 10% lower 
exports by tonnage. Romania kept its top position among the EU nations by number of animals and tonnage, 
although by a slight margin. Exports from Romania shrunk by roughly -18% by number of animals and -6% 
by weight (-10% to MENA countries). Portugal had an even bigger market loss of -24% both by number and 
by weight of animals. Croatia saw the biggest reductions with -54% by number and -33% by weight. Ireland 
showed a mixed picture: while the number of live animals exported from the island shrunk by -9%, the tonnage 
of these exports grew by 21%. Ireland is a much bigger exporter of live animals to the UK than to the MENA 
region, although the latter exports grew by several hundred percent (Graph 4). Denmark, which saw a growth 
of live animal exports of 85% by number of animals and 37% by weight, also exports much less to the MENA 
region than to other countries.

Live animals are mostly transported to the MENA region by ship, with Türkiye probably being the only notable 
exceptionc. After three years on roughly the same levels of about 3.4 million animals, exports were reduced 
by more than 10% in 2024 to 3.06 million animals (Graph 4). Although this reduction is more than double the 
reduction of general live animal exports, those to the MENA region still made up roughly two thirds of all live 
animal exports in 2024, according to the data presented in the report.

Romania has been the main exporter of live animals from the EU to MENA countries, with half of all ani-
mals exported to MENA countries being shipped from Romania in 2021. In 2024, the Romanian share was still 
slightly above 40% in numbers of animals and almost 28% in share of weight. The reason for this discrepancy 
between weight and number of animals is that Romania hosts Europe’s main shipping port for live sheep, 
which are much lighter than cattle. Spain has almost equalled Romania’s share at 39% and 25.5%, respec-
tively, with Portugal positioning itself as third at 11% (number of animals) and 10% (weight).

In 2024, Romania, Spain and Portugal were responsible for 91% of all live animal exports to MENA countries 
by number of animals and 63% by weight.23,24
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In terms of weight, the picture changes considerably (Graph 5). In 2024, Ireland exported more animals by 
weight than both in 2022 and 2023 – an increase of 21%. The only other country with a similar increase in live 
animal exports in 2024 was Denmark with +37%. Within the top ten exporters, only Hungary saw an increase at 
6%. Romania (-6%), Spain (-10%), Croatia (-33%), Bulgaria (-18%), Portugal (-24%) and France (-17%) all had 
decreased exports by weight.

With respect to exports to the MENA countries (Graph 6), the picture is similar. Spain (leader by weight at 28% 
of exports to the region, but still a decrease in tonnage of almost -10%), Romania (-10%), Bulgaria (-20%), 
Portugal (-24%), France (-21%), Croatia (-65%), Hungary (-44%) and Czechia (-46%) all saw important reduc-
tions. Ireland on the other hand, which had hardly contributed to the prior year, grew its exports to MENA by 
1481% – from1,038 tonnes to 16,420 tonnes – the only country to do so among the top 10.

In all, exports by weight decreased to less than 315,000 tonnes after 386,000 in 2023, a reduction of 18% 
Year-over-Year. Therefore, in terms of weight, the importance of live animal exports to the MENA region has 
decreased to 61% of total exports. In 2020, these countries still took almost 75% of all live animal exports.

Source: Eurostat

EU Live Animal Exports to World
Number of animals

Romania

Spain

Hungary

Ireland

Portugal

Denmark

Croatia

Bulgaria

Greece

Other

 5,015,042  4,839,556  4,765,090 

 7,732,461 

 4,888,195  4,700,944 

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Source: Eurostat

EU Live Animal Exports to MENA
Number of animals

Romania

Spain

Portugal

Bulgaria

France

Hungary

Ireland

Croatia

Belgium

Other

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

 3,719,225 
 3,911,350 

  3,440,785   3,427,792  3,434,401 

 3,062,131 

Graphs 3 (left) and 4 (right): EU exports of live animals by number of 
animals to the world and to the MENA region, respectively.
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Morocco was by far the biggest importer of live animals in 2024, overtaking Jordan, Israel and Saudi Arabia 
(Graph 7). The exports to the Maghreb state increased by 217% (number of animals) and by 161% (tonnes). In 
just two years, Morocco’s exports have sky-rocketed from fewer than 30,000 animals to over a million (+3614%), 
with the weight increasing from just over 8,000 tonnes to more than 87,000 (+1086%). Meanwhile, Jordan saw 
a decline of 23% in animal numbers and 19% in weight, falling to second place, while Israel trailed far behind 
in third. Israel remained second by weight (although with reduced imports of -28% by number and -14% by 
weight), ahead of Türkiye (which saw almost a halving of its imports) while Jordan ranked fourth. Saudi Arabia 
more than halved its 2023 levels (-56% by number, -54% by weight).

In 2023, Libya, which was another country that made a big leap from fewer than 90,000 animals to almost 
270,000, fell back to only 204,000 heads (-26%) and even below its 2022 tonnage (-33%). Another anomaly can 
be seen in Algeria, which remained ninth in 2023 by numbers and eight by weight but with a reduction of -12.5% 
of animals and -78% by weightd.

d	 This discrepancy could also be related to the early stage of statistical reporting for 2024 and might be subject to change further on.

Source: Eurostat

EU Live Animal Exports to World
Tonnes

Romania

Spain

Ireland

Hungary

Croatia

Bulgaria

Portugal

France

Denmark

Other

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

 623,031 
 589,862 

 568,953 
 542,985 

  581,169 

  514,988 

Source: Eurostat

EU Live Animal Exports to MENA region
Tonnes

Spain

Romania

Bulgaria

Portugal

France

Ireland

Croatia

Hungary

Czechia

Other

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

 442,498  437,642 

 382,881 
 364,677 

 386,100 

 314,701 

Graphs 5 (left) and 6 (right): EU exports of live animals in tonnes 
to the world and to the MENA region, respectively.
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Graph 7: EU trade of live animals by number of animals between Member 
States and importing countries in the MENA region.

REPORTER PARTNER

Romania1,233,539

Spain1,204,712 1,055,903Morocco

843,108Jordan

366,044IsraelPortugal348,936

272,275Saudi Arabia

204,232Libya

103,859Türkiye

85,267Lebanon

Bulgaria71,610

62,289Occup. Palestinian Territory

France43,589

Hungary37,622

34,197Algeria
Ireland34,082

Croatia22,828

14,318Tunisia
11,695Iraq

Belgium11,579
Czech Republic9275
Austria8480
Germany8292
Denmark7057

Cyprus4845
Lithuania4759
Slovakia4546

3021Egypt

2557United Arab Emirates

Poland2377

Netherlands2366

2019Iran

1000Syria

Estonia976

347Qatar

Slovenia327
Italy248

EU Live Animal Exports to MENA 2024 Country to Country
Number of Animals
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Bovines
In 2024, live bovine exports from the EU decreased by -16%, after a -10% decrease in 2023 (Graph 8). While in 
2023 the weight of the live animals increased, in 2024 it fell to its lowest level of the decade (Graph 9). The ani-
mals exported were predominantly (57%) calves, cows and heifers declared for breeding and milk production. 
The remainder was for unspecified purposes as well as for slaughter. The latter made up roughly a third of 
total exports. The total number was reduced from 982,517 animals in 2023 to just over 823,000.

Exports to MENA countries saw a sharper decline in numbers, with a 27% drop (Graph 8), while the drop by 
weight was not so pronounced (-22%; Graph 9). After years in which almost two out of three cattle exported by 
EU countries ended up in the MENA region, last year, only a bit more than 50% of live calves, heifers or cows 
exported by the EU were transported to the MENA region.

Romania ranked first in terms of exports to the world, at least by head count (Graph 10). Interestingly, Spain 
only made third in terms of numbers of cattle, because Ireland – which has grown and shrunk every other year 
– ranked second. All three exported more than 100,000 heads of live cattle each, accounting for almost 46% of 
EU exports. Together with Croatia, Hungary and Bulgaria, the top six made up more than 75% of EU exports by 
number in 2024.

Source: Eurostat

to Rest of the World

EU Live Bovine Exports to MENA and World
Number of Animals

to MENA

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

 797,670  782,746 
 701,061  695,529 

 638,183 

 463,660 

 272,766 
 339,562 

 314,087 
 394,418 

 344,334 

 353,943 

1,070,436
1,122,308

1,015,148
1,089,947

982,517

817,603

Source: Eurostat

to Rest of the World

EU Live Bovine Exports to MENA and World
Tonnes

to MENA

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

316,263  312,008

 271,627
252,786

269,223

 210,464

110,956 116,106
122,295

110,798
 126,303

118,668

427,219 428,114
393,922

363,584
395,526

329,132

Graphs 8 (left) and 9 (right): EU exports of live bovines to the MENA 
region by number of animals and by tonnes, respectively.
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To the MENA region, Spain remained the main exporting nation in 2024 by number of animals (Graph 11). 
Interestingly, almost all countries decreased their exports to the region, some drastically. Among the top 10 
exporters, Ireland was the only notable exception: +639% by number. Spain (-20%) and Croatia (-70%), that 
had gained shares in 2023, suffered big losses in 2024. Portugal (-48%), Bulgaria (-28%), Hungary (-56%) and 
particularly Slovenia (-99%) decreased their share of exports even more, to the point where Slovenia exported 
less than 340 heads, a mere 1% of the more than 34,000 animals in 2023. Romania (-15%) and France (-13%) 
remained comparatively stable.

When ranking the exporting countries by weight (Graph 12), Spain is number one for 2024, despite significantly 
lowering the tonnage of their live bovine exports to less than 48,000 tonnes. Second place in 2024 goes to 
Romania with 46,600 tonnes, followed by Ireland and Bulgaria. Together with Croatia, Hungary and Bulgaria, 
the top six made up almost 80% by weight.

Source: Eurostat

EU Live Bovine Exports to World
Number of animals

Romania

Ireland

Spain

Croatia

Hungary

Bulgaria

France

Portugal

Belgium

Other

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

 1,070,436 
  1,117,500 

  1,010,446 

 1,088,734 

982,517

  823,028 

Source: Eurostat

EU Live Bovine Exports to MENA Region
Number of animals

Spain

Romania

Bulgaria

France

Portugal

Ireland

Croatia

Hungary

Czechia

Other

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

797,670 782,746

701,061 695,529

638,183

463,660

Graphs 10 (left) and 11 (right): EU exports of live bovines to the world and 
to the MENA region by number of animals, respectively.
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This ranking changes slightly when looking just at exports to MENA countries (Graph 13). Here, Bulgaria moves 
up to second place, Romania drops to third, and France takes fourth. The differences by weight regarding the 
exports in 2023 were as large as those by number of animals: Spain (-20%), Croatia (-62%), Slovenia (-99%), 
Bulgaria (-21%), Hungary (-55%), Portugal (-28%) and France (-18%) all decreased their exports. Romania 
(+3%) and Ireland (+1482%) were the only exceptions.

Just as for live animals overall among the MENA region countries (Graph 14), Morocco also was the main desti-
nation for live bovines in 2024. Türkiye, which had reached the top in 2023, drastically reduced its imports again 
(-46%). Türkiye remained the third largest market for EU live calves, heifers and cows. Israel remained second, 
although with a notable reduction of imports (-32%). Among the top importers, Morocco is the only country 
that increased its cattle imports from the EU in 2024 (+29%), although not by as much as in 2023 (+210%). As 
mentioned above, some animals arrive in the country by truck via ferry from Algeciras, and therefore, are not 
counted in sea shipments. However, the shipment data clearly shows an increase in shipments to Morocco via 
livestock carriers (see Part II).

Source: Eurostat

EU Live Bovine Exports to World
Tonnes

Spain

Romania

Ireland

Bulgaria

Croatia

Hungary

France

Portugal

Czechia

Other

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

 427,219  427,366 

 393,098 

 362,948 

 395,525 

 330,447 

Source: Eurostat

EU Live Bovine Exports to MENA Region
Tonnes

Spain

Bulgaria

Romania

France

Portugal

Ireland

Croatia

Hungary

Czechia

Other

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

 316,263  312,009 

 271,626 
 252,787 

 269,222 

210,463

Graphs 12 (left) and 13 (right): EU exports of live bovines to the world 
and to the MENA region by tonnes, respectively.
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REPORTER PARTNER

117,269Morocco

110,641Israel

Spain107,643

100,994Türkiye

Romania79,498

Bulgaria68,745

57,180Lebanon

France41,872

Portugal38,544

Ireland34,082

27,534Libya

Croatia20,951

Hungary12,132

11,918Tunisia

11,695Iraq

Czech Republic9275

Belgium9039

Austria8480

Germany8292

7898Jordan

Denmark6981

6146Saudi Arabia

Lithuania4759
Slovakia4546 4197Algeria

Cyprus4095

3021Egypt

2374United Arab Emirates

Netherlands2202

1793Occup. Palestinian Territory

1000Syria

Estonia976
Poland887
Slovenia327
Italy248

EU Live Bovine Exports to MENA 2024 Country to Country
Number of Animals

Graph 14: EU trade of live bovines by number of animals between Member 
States and importing countries in the MENA region.
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Sheep
In sheer numbers, sheep and lambs are by far the most transported live animals (since poultry was excluded). 
However, their exports declined by 8% globally in 2024, totalling 2.67 million, with a slightly smaller drop of 
7% for MENA countries. Both global and MENA exports reached their lowest levels this decade (Graph 15). 
Nevertheless, almost all live sheep exported by the EU continued to be shipped to countries in the MENA 
region (97%).

By weight, the decrease Year-over-Year was even bigger with -10% for exports to the world as a whole and 
-11% for MENA only (Graph 16).

The Romanian share of live sheep exports dropped below 50% in 2024 for the first time in this decade, but the 
country was still the top exporter from the EU both in numbers and in weight, although not by a big margin. 
Spain and Portugal rank second and third. Combined, these three countries exported more than 98% of all live 
sheep from the EU in 2024, with most of the remainder coming from Hungary and Croatia (Graph 17).

Source: Eurostat

to Rest of the World

EU Live Sheep Exports to MENA and World
Number of Animals

to MENA

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

 2,912,514 
 3,121,387 

 2,729,187  2,727,534  2,785,230 
 2,588,387 

 188,674  71,141 

 41,211  74,973  117,781 
 86,231 

 3,101,188  3,192,528 

 2,770,398  2,802,507  2,903,011 
 2,674,618 

Source: Eurostat

EU Live Sheep Exports to MENA and World
Tonnes

to MENA

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

 126,014   125,431 

 110,908  111,737 
 116,535 

 104,014 

 5,912  2,630 

 1,472  2,300 
 3,796 

 3,758 

 131,926  128,061 

 112,380  114,037 
 120,331 

 107,772 

Graphs 15 (left) and 16 (right): EU exports of live sheep to the world and to the 
MENA region by number of animals and by tonnes, respectively.
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Since most sheep go to the MENA region, this ranking holds true for both world exports as well as exports to 
this region only (Graph 18). The shifts of exports from Romania and Portugal continued in 2024, as both kept 
losing market share to Spain. Romania’s share, at 45% globally and 44% for MENA, is at its lowest in the past 
five years, while Spain’s share, at 40% globally and 42% for MENA, is at its highest. Although the changes in 
absolute numbers are relatively small, the shifts in exports are significant: Croatia’s exports dropped from 
70,000 to just 14,000 (-408%), France’s from nearly 20,000 to 2,400 (-714%), while Hungary saw an increase of 
96%, rising from 1,000 to nearly 27,000.

Source: Eurostat

EU Live Sheep Exports to World
Number of animals

Romania

Spain

Portugal

Hungary

Croatia

Greece

Bulgaria

France

Poland

Other

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

 3,101,188 
 3,192,528 

 2,770,398  2,802,507 
 2,903,011 

 2,674,825 

Source: Eurostat

EU Live Sheep Exports to MENA Region
Number of animals

Romania

Spain

Portugal

Hungary

Bulgaria

Poland

France

Croatia

Belgium

Other

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

 2,912,514 

 3,121,387 

 2,729,187  2,727,534  2,785,230 
 2,588,387 

Graphs 17 (left) and 18 (right): EU exports of live sheep to the world and 
to the MENA region by number of animals, respectively.
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Source: Eurostat

EU Live Sheep Exports to World
Tonnes

Romania

Spain

Portugal

Hungary

Croatia

Bulgaria

Greece

France

Ireland

Other

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

 131,926 
 128,060 

 112,379  114,037 
 120,331 

 107,784 

Source: Eurostat

EU Live Sheep Exports to MENA Region
Tonnes

Romania

Spain

Portugal

Hungary

Bulgaria

France

Croatia

Poland

Belgium

Other

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

 126,014  125,430 

 110,908  111,739 
 116,536 

 104,014 

Graphs 19 (left) and 20 (right): EU exports of live sheep to the world 
and to the MENA region by tonnes, respectively.

The picture looks the same when assessing weight (Graphs 19 and 20): the three top countries made up 97% 
of all exports.

On the importers side (Graph 21), there was another big shift: Morocco, which had only imported about 400,000 
sheep in 2023, more than doubled that number in 2024 to 940,000 (+136%) becoming the largest importing 
country in this category as well. Meanwhile, Jordan, the long-time leader, received 23% fewer, and Saudi 
Arabia saw a 57% decline. All other countries had lower imports in 2024 (between -14% and -88%), except for 
Iran, which saw a plus from 561 animals to 2019 animals (+260%). More than 95% of all imports went to only 
five countries: Morocco, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Israel and Libya. Just two years ago, neither of the North African 
nations had been major importers.
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Graph 21: EU trade of live sheep by number of animals between Member 
States and importing countries in the MENA region.
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Swine
In 2024, the EU kept its five-year growth trend of live swine exports (Graph 22): almost 1.2 million animals 
were sent abroad, a growth of 21% over the 985,000 in 2023. The 2024 figures are the highest for exports of live 
swine in the past five years, both by number and by weight (Graph 23). In 2022, Eurostat reported the export 
of 3.8 million swine from Ireland. However, FOUR PAWS identified this as a reporting error made by Ireland. 
The error was signalled to Eurostat and confirmed by them. However, since the deadline for corrections had 
already passed, it was not possible to amend it, thus the anomaly remains in the database.

In terms of weight (Graph 23), last year’s growth was almost equal with +18% Year-over-Year to 76,000 tonnes.

Hungary (368,000 animals), Ireland (323,000) and Denmark (304,000) were 2024’s biggest exporters of swine 
from the EU, followed by Greece, Croatia, Germany and the Netherlands (Graph 24). Hungary (+54%) and 
Denmark (+48%) grew their exports considerably, while Ireland (-21%), Croatia (-166%) and Greece (-17%) 
decreased theirs. Germany (+19%) and the Netherlands (+68%) also grew notably, although their share of total 
exports remained around 3% each by numbers and even below 2% by weight.

Source: Eurostat
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Graphs 22 (left) and 23 (right): EU exports of live swine to the world and to the 
MENA region by number of animals and by tonnes, respectively.
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Only Belgium and Denmark exported swine to MENA countries (Graph 25). Since this region generally does not 
consume pork meat for religious reasons, they made up less than 0.2% of all swine exports in 2024, although 
for some reason they were fifteen times as big as in 2023 and bigger than any prior year analysed. For this 
reason, in graphs 24 and 25, contrary to the rest of this report, the Y-axes comparing global and MENA exports 
are not equal (otherwise the MENA exports would be hardly visible at all).
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Graphs 24 (left) and 25 (right): EU exports of live swine to the world and 
to the MENA region by number of animals, respectively.
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Source: Eurostat
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Graphs 26 (left) and 27 (right): EU exports of live swine to the world 
and to the MENA region by tonnes, respectively.

There is one anomaly regarding weight figures (Graphs 26 and 27): while the MENA region (Tunisia in par-
ticular) supposedly received a relatively large number of swine, this does not register in weight at all; to the 
contrary, by weight, the exports of live swine to the MENA region were the smallest in the decade. This is most 
likely the result of a statistical error or missing values.

While Israel was the sole recipient of live swine in both 2022 and 2023, Tunisia emerged as the largest importer 
in 2024 (Graph 28). However, the 2400 animals are recorded with a total weight of only 0.6 tonnes, casting 
doubt on whether the export actually took place. No other country in the region received any live swine, as in 
previous years.
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Graph 28: EU trade of live swine by number of animals between Member 
States and importing countries in the MENA region.
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Goats
Goats play a less significant role in the EU trade of live animals compared to other species and have experi-
enced strong fluctuations in export volumes in recent years (Graphs 29 and 30). In 2024, 12,417 live goats were 
exported, a decrease of -28%. At just 0.46% of the number of exported sheep, goat export values remain almost 
insignificant. MENA countries were the destination of 61% of them, just like in 2023.

Source: Eurostat
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Graphs 29 (left) and 30 (right): EU exports of live goats to the world and to the 
MENA region by number of animals and by tonnes, respectively.



26

FOUR PAWS

Export Statistics

In 2024, the leading exporters were Romania, Greece, and Spain, followed by France and Cyprus (Graph 31). 
Romania’s exports dropped by half compared to 2023 (-50%), while Greece recorded a significant increase 
(+65%) and Spain a more modest one (+13%). France continued to grow its exports (+19%), whereas Cyprus 
experienced a sharp decline (-83%). Croatia, after a massive surge in 2023 (+1000%), saw a slight decrease in 
2024 (-19%).

When looking at MENA only (Graph 32), Romania and Spain were the main exporters, each roughly shipping 
2700 animals or a third of total EU exports. In 2024, Romania halved its exports (-50%), whereas Spain grew its 
by 23%, as did Croatia (827 animals, +5%), Cyprus (750 animals, +79%) and France (368 animals, +4%). France, 
which was the second biggest exporter to the region in 2020 with 1751 animals, shows a long-term decline in 
goat exports. While only a third of French goats went to the MENA region, Spain shipped almost the entirety of 
their exports to Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Morocco and Qatar (see below).

Source: Eurostat
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Graphs 31 (left) and 32 (right): EU exports of live goats to the world and 
to the MENA region by number of animals, respectively.
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Source: Eurostat
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Graphs 33 (left) and 34 (right): EU exports of live goats to the world 
and to the MENA region by tonnes, respectively.

By weight of exports, Romania remained at the top with 82 tonnes, followed by Spain, Greece and Cyprus 
(Graph 33). Greece is completely absent from exports to the MENA region, while Spain, Romania and Cyprus 
made it to the top spots here as well (Graph 34).

As can be seen from the large “Other” category in previous years, some countries which were active in the 
export of live goats are no longer as active or have stopped exporting them completely. This is especially true 
for the Netherlands, which were the biggest exporter by weight in 2020 and 2021 overall but had no participa-
tion since 2022. The country never had a big share of exports to the MENA region, though.

The main MENA destinations for live goats in 2024 were Jordan, followed by Saudi Arabia, Libya and Lebanon 
(Graph 35).
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Graph 35: EU trade of live goats by number of animals between Member 
States and importing countries in the MENA region.
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Part II

Ship movements across the Mediterranean
As the above statistics show, many live animals are exported not to adjacent countries via road transport, but 
to countries around the Mediterranean Sea, most likely via ships. The EU is not the only region using this prac-
tice. Animal carriers from Brazil, Colombia, or Uruguay regularly pass through the Mediterranean and even 
vessels from Australia have occasionally made the long trip around Africa to avoid being shot at in the Red Sea 
by Houthi rebels.

The EU Commission tracks live animal transport within and from the EU to external countries in the TRACES 
database. However, this database only lists transports which transit through at least one other Member State, 
e.g. from Hungary through Slovenia, Croatia or Romania to some third country. Internal transport within 
Member States or direct exports like those from Romania, France, Spain or Portugal to outside of the EU are 
generally not included. The EU Commission estimates therefore that only about 31.6% of cattle and 3.5% of 
sheep exports by ship are registered in TRACES25. The information in TRACES is also not publicly available. 
Access is only granted to operators (those performing the transports), control bodies, authorities, appointed 
veterinary offices, EU officials and other bodies such as customs or translation services26.

In 2023, the animal welfare organisations Eurogroup for Animals and Compassion in World Farming (CIWF) 
received a leak of journey logs from the TRACES database and analysed it. The data dump involved over 180,000 
consignments of animals between EU countries to non-EU countries between October 2021 and April 2023. 
The following map shows the main routes for cattle and sheep according to the leaked information27:



31

FOUR PAWS

Ship movements across the Mediterranean

LIBYA
ALGERIA

MOROCCO

GERMANY

ROMANIA

CROATIA

SLOVAKIA

HUNGARY

IRELAND

PORTUGAL

FRANCE

CZECHIA

AUSTRIA

SPAIN

POLAND

TUNISIA
LEBANON

EGYPT

JORDAN

KUWAIT

SYRIA

IRAQ IRAN

SAUDI ARABIA

ISRAEL

Map 1: Cattle and sheep exports from EU to the MENA region between October 2021 and April 2023.

Without access to these leaks, it is hard to verify this information and confirm the routes. Some may also 
have changed. There are for example several Turkish ports that currently handle live animal imports, such 
as Bandirma, whereas before such information was not mentioned in annual reports by the respective port 
authorities28.
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Methodology
In the absence of official data, the shipping database Marine Traffic was used to identify which livestock car-
riers called at specific ports in 2023 and 2024, based on the list of known ports equipped for handling live 
animals – Rasa for Croatia; Larnaca in Cyprus; Sète for France; Foynes, Greenore and Waterford for Ireland; 
Setúbal and Sines in Portugal; Midia in Romania; Koper in Slovenia; and Cartagena and Tarragona in Spain. 
This resulted in a list of 76 vessels. To be able to determine whether the vessels might have indeed transported 
animals from the EU to MENA and not simply made a stopover from another country, the movement history 
of each of these ships during the past year was accessed and checked for movements between these ports 
and the MENA region. After filtering unlikely shipments – such as shipments originated in Brazil, Colombia or 
Uruguay which regularly stop for fuel, feed or water in Spanish ports and sail on to the Middle East (58 such 
shipments were identified) – and all movements to other regions and ports, a total of 353 potential shipments 
by 43 individual ships were obtained. This is on par with the numbers for 2023, when there were 352 such ship-
ments aboard 45 vessels.

It is important to note that not all the movements are guaranteed to represent live exports from the EU. For 
example, on several occasions some vessels sailed up the Danube to ports like Giurgulesti (Moldova) or Reni 
(Ukraine) and seem to have transported animals from there. Given that the Romanian port of Midia is only 
about 150 km away, it is possible that animals from both countries were exported via Midia. For instance, the 
Julia L.S. travelled from Midia to Koper and then on to Ashdod – suggesting it may have transported animals 
from Romania to Slovenia before continuing to Israel. In March 2024, Tuleen also started its trip from Midia, 
then went to Rasa and on to Ashdod. Several similar cases can be seen from the data. In these cases, the voy-
age duration was calculated only from the latest port before going to the MENA region, but it is very probable 
that some animals on board of those vessels travelled for longer (the trip Midia – Koper – Ashdod for example 
takes a month, instead of only eight days represented below).

It is also not possible to tell how many animals were on board each vessel – if any – without getting access to 
the bill of loading for the individual shipments. The following analysis can therefore merely serve as an indi-
cator together with the export statistics above. Likewise, it is possible that by only looking at shipments from 
the ports in question directly to ports in the MENA region some shipments which had to stop over in other 
European ports on their way to MENA for mechanical or other reasons were excluded. Since such instances 
are not reported in the databases, there is no way to correct such errors.
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2024

Duration of Stay in Port

The duration of a ship’s stay at the port of origin can indicate how long the loading process might have taken. 
However, not all the time spent at the port is necessarily dedicated to this activity. On average, the ships spent 
1 day and 19 hours in port (Graph 36), nearly 6 hours less than in 2023. On 55 occasions, ships departed after 
staying less than a day, with 12 instances where the stay lasted between 8 and 12 hours.

On the opposite end, one ship remained in the port of origin for a month or more. This is likely unrelated to 
loading delays and more likely due to repairs or other issues. The same can probably be said for any stay 
exceeding five days at the port. However, it’s impossible to determine the exact reason for these extended 
stays, as this information is not available from public sources.

Lengthy delays at ports were highlighted by Eurogroup for Animals and CIWF, based on a TRACES leak. These 
delays are primarily due to poor coordination between truck transporters and the availability of ships. In many 
instances, animals are forced to wait on stationary trucks at port facilities, often in hot summer conditions. 
Such delays, however, are not reflected in the data provided above.27

Graph 36: Length of stay of livestock vessels in port of origin before 
beginning of the journey to destination port, in 2024.
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Voyage Durations

According to the data, one half of the ships reached their next port after a journey of 5 days and 19 hours 
(Graphs 37 and 38). This is 12 hours shorter than the previous year, and the trend shows a decline (indicating 
shorter journeys). However, it has to be stressed that this is only a statistical value and that in reality, some 
journeys might have taken considerably longer than the data indicates (see above). The faster average voyage 
durations might also be linked to the shift in exports to Morocco. For example, there were six journeys from 
Cartagena to Nador completed in under 24 hours, and two instances where vessels travelled from Larnaca 
(Cyprus) to Beirut (Lebanon) at similarly fast speeds. Additionally, there were three other journeys that lasted 
just slightly over 24 hours, travelling from Cartagena and Tarragona to ports in Algeria or Morocco.

There were two outliers on the other end of the spectrum with a reported voyage duration of more than two 
weeks (16 and 18 days; Graph 37). Vessel Diana made the trip from Tarragona to Tripoli (Libya) in 10 days, but 
then had to wait six days in anchorage before being able to dock. And the Apus on its trip from Cartagena to 
Aqaba (Jordan) took a detour to Ampelakia (Greece) and stayed there for repairs for about two weeks before 
continuing and arriving 18 days after leaving the port of origin. It is unclear whether the detour was planned or 
spontaneous and whether there were animals on board or not.

Graph 37: Voyage durations of livestock carriers in full days, in 2024
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The travel times mentioned here represent the shortest possible duration, as the vessels may have picked 
up animals from multiple EU ports (as noted earlier) or continued their journey after the first stop in a MENA 
country. Vessel Karazi for example sailed Midia to Bossaso (Somalia) and went on to Jeddah in June 2024. In 
this case, it is possible that not all animals on board were unloaded at the first stop in Somalia but sailed on to 
Saudi Arabia. In that case, the animals from Romania might have had to stay on board for 20 days instead of 13.

Eurogroup for Animals and CIWF reported sea journeys of more than 17 days based on the leaked 
documentation27.

Ports and Destinations

Midia in Romania was the busiest port on the European side for live animal exports, with 102 out of the 353 iden-
tified shipments originating from there. This is a decrease from the 131 shipments recorded the previous year, 
indicating a reduction in shipments from Romania (Table 1). However, no other European port came close to 
reaching this number. Cartagena followed with 71 shipments, and Koper with 41, both showing notable growth in 
exports (+30 and +20, respectively). Rasa (+16) and Greenore (+11) also saw increases in 2024, while Midia (-29), 
Sète (-22), Sines (-13), and Tarragona (-3) experienced declines in shipments compared to 2023. On the receiv-
ing end, Israel and Morocco were the biggest recipients for shipments from Europe. 86 total shipments went to 
each (a big plus of +73 for Morocco). Israel received most of its imports from Romania, Portugal and Slovenia; 

Morocco predominantly from Spain, France 
and Ireland. Aqaba in Jordan received 37 
shipments (down from 62) and Jeddah in 
Saudi Arabia 22 (down from 51). Both Red 
Sea ports might have been affected by the 
threat of missile fire from the Houthi rebels 
in Yemen. They were not the only ones with 
reduced shipments, though: Algeria only 
received 17, down from 38. There were none 
from France, unlike in previous years, instead 
they came mostly from Koper, Slovenia.

On the other end, Tunisia only received four 
shipments in 2024, the same number as in 
2023; Egypt equally four (down 2). These 
shipping routes don’t seem to be well 
established – if the movements were in fact 
shipments at all. Türkiye apparently has 
increasingly received cattle via their ports: 
there are 15 possible shipments from EU 
ports to a Turkish destination. But the coun-
try likely receives most of their imports via 
truck across the land border from Bulgaria 
or Greece.

Graph 38: Number of voyages (grouped by length in days) done by livestock carriers, in 2024.
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Table 1: Number of shipments between EU ports and ports in the MENA region in 2024, and respective 
difference to the numbers of 2023.

Country Place Algeria Egypt Israel Jordan Lebanon Libya Morocco Saudi Arabia Somali Republic Tunisia Turkiye Sum Difference to 2023

Croatia Rasa 2 2 12 19 5 40 16

Cyprus Larnaca 2 1 3 2

France Sete 2 3 13 4 22 -22

Portugal
Setubal 9 1 10 -6

Sines 19 2 21 -13

Republic of 
Ireland

Foynes 1 1 0

Greenore 2 11 13 11

Waterford 1 1 1

Romania Midia 3 30 28 4 10 8 17 2 102 -29

Slovenia Koper 9 1 14 1 3 1 12 41 20

Spain
Cartagena 1 7 6 11 42 4 71 30

Tarragona 1 1 9 4 12 1 28 -3

Sum 17 4 86 37 45 35 86 22 2 4 15 353 1

Difference to 2023 -21 -2 -9 -25 7 -10 73 -29 2 0 15 1

More indicative of the actual importance of individual shipping routes might be the combined tonnage of the 
ship movements, i.e. the maximum weight the ships might have transported between the ports identified. 
Table 2 therefore adds the deadweight tonnage (DWT) for all the above shipments. This is merely another indi-
cator, as none of the ships will have been loaded to the rim. Water, food and possibly other cargo also would 
have to be taken into account. But it makes a difference in that the ships to Israel were rather big (average: 3498 
t DWT) compared to the ones going to Morocco (average: 3016 t DWT) or Algeria (2209 t DWT). Combined with 
the knowledge from the export statistics above that, in fact, Morocco and Jordan were the main destinations 
of live animals from the EU in the past year and that Israel in total only received about a third of the number of 
animals of Morocco, this points to a possible difference in the shipping conditions to these countries.



38 39

FOUR PAWS FOUR PAWS

Ship movements across the Mediterranean Ship movements across the Mediterranean

Table 2: Combined weight tonnage of live animal shipments between EU ports and ports in the MENA region 
in 2024, and respective difference to the numbers of 2023.

Country Place Algeria Egypt Israel Jordan Lebanon Libya Morocco Saudi Arabia Somali Republic Tunisia Turkiye Sum Difference to 2023

Croatia Rasa 2,830 4,970 34,888 57,710 9,293 109,691 52,361

Cyprus Larnaca 5,754 2,456 8,210 4,156

France Sete 5,142 8,305 37,763 10,387 61,597 -47,039

Portugal
Setubal 30,608 3,116 33,724 -23,206

Sines 81,421 7,850 89,271 -71,616

Republic of 
Ireland

Foynes 1,600 1,600 0

Greenore 9,910 47,644 57,554 46,578

Waterford 1,974 1,974 1,974

Romania Midia 7,847 94,395 80,241 8,608 30,062 30,012 45,779 4,442 301,386 -51,527

Slovenia Koper 21,749 1,700 49,632 4,550 5,100 2,103 25,332 110,166 61,374

Spain
Cartagena 2,402 20,472 12,535 25,991 114,244 27,181 202,825 82,864

Tarragona 1,550 2,007 17,924 11,733 29,679 2,992 65,885 -3,426

Sum 37,550 9,072 300,854 107,270 112,773 89,943 259,342 75,952 4,442 10,387 36,298 1,043,883 40,821

Difference to 2023 -56,030 -2,441 -54,977 -59,966 28,975 -14,785 221,384 -64,082 4,442 2,003 36,298 40,821

When looking at this metric, Midia remains the most important port, although the Spanish ports combined are 
getting close. Both Adriatic ports of Rasa and Koper seem to also have established themselves as important, 
at least in terms of tonnage.

As can be seen, the maximum tonnage transported adds up to marginally more than 1 million tonnes, when EU 
export statistics indicated that in 2024 the EU sold little over 314,000 tonnes of live animals to the MENA region 
(see Part I). There is an unexplained gap between the number of shipments and the available tonnage (which 
has remained consistent with or even exceeded results from 2023) and the export statistics, which indicate a 
decline in such sales. In any case, not all ship movements must have constituted actual shipments, so the true 
number of shipments might very well be lower. Also, the figures in the export statistics are still preliminary 
and will likely see some change.
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Casualties

Time and again, livestock carriers have been the subject of news reports with hundreds or even thousands of 
animals dying during the journey due to some incident. The vessels are generally quite old and mostly not in 
the best condition, leading to frequent failures and incidents.

In 2024, at least in the Mediterranean region, no incidents were reported. Nevertheless, several of the active 
vessels were involved in groundings, machine failures or other incidents, although they never hit the news.

On 3 February 2024, the Rami M (IMO 9064839), when docked at a pier in Piraeus (Greece) port, caused water 
pollution from an oil-based paint, which spread over 150 square metres. It was caused by some crew members 
painting the exterior of the vessel. Afterwards the crew itself cleaned up the spill “with satisfactory results”. 
The vessel master was temporarily placed under administrative arrest by the port department.

On 11 February, the Port Authorities of Chios, Karystos, Kymi, Skyros, Psara and Andros (all in Greece), were 
informed that the Al Khdair (IMO 7819876) with 21 crew members on board, was in distress 13 nautical miles 
southeast of Skyros due to a rudder failure. The Joint Rescue Coordination Centre (JRCC) mobilised two pass-
ing vessels as well as the tug “Christos XXXIV” to assist at the scene. The livestock carrier was initially taken 
in tow by the tug, later joined by the ‘Christos XLI’, and was taken to Ampelakia in Salamina on 14 February at 
3.30 p.m. UTC. The Central Port Authority of Piraeus prohibited the sailing of the ship until the repair of the 
rudder damage.

On 26 February, the Helen (IMO 7614848), en route from Beirut (Lebanon) to Batumi (Georgia), also suffered a 
rudder damage off the Turkish Black Sea coast and dropped anchor near the Sinop peninsula. Repairs were 
done by the crew, and the vessel resumed its journey to Batumi the next day. No animals were on board.

Another incident involved the 1965-built Lady Maria (IMO 6518425). It ran aground 5 April off the Greek coast 
near Pserimos Island with 6800 lambs on board. The ship was able to be refloated with tug assistance and 
escorted to an anchorage near Kalymnos for damage inspection21. The vessel was on its way from Batumi to 
Jeddah (Saudi Arabia). It is unclear what happened after the incident. The ship finally arrived in Tripoli on 31 
May, more than two months after it had left Batumi (29 March). There are no recorded movements in between. 
Therefore, it is likely the lambs remained on board the whole time while the crew made any necessary repairs 
in the bay of Pothia.

On 7 April the Alfa Livestock (IMO 6422393) on its way to Batumi had a technical failure and had to drop anchor 
at Datca anchorage (Türkiye). Repairs were done by the crew and the ship left a day later, first for Kalymnos, 
then back to Jeddah. No injuries, pollution or damage were reported, and no animals were on board.

The only incident that produced headlines last year was the case of Deala (IMO 7405091). The livestock carrier 
ran aground off the eastern coast of the Istrian peninsula, Croatia, on 16 April 2024, after having suffered hull 
damage and complete flooding of the engine room. All 15-crew escaped without injury. Luckily, the Deala had 
no animals on board when it crashed. Since the ship owners have given it up, declaring the vessel a total loss 
and leaving further actions to the Ukrainian insurers, as of early March 2025, the vessel still sits grounded. 
Residents fear that one big storm might break the hull apart and threaten to pollute a protected area and pop-
ular tourist beach. According to Rasa’s mayor, the danger is real. Divers discovered that water in the engine 
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room of Deala had risen to three metres due to a leak, making the situation a potential time bomb for the bay’s 
sensitive ecosystem. Croatian authorities said however there was no danger to the environment, since oily 
waters had been pumped from the ship. It had also been anchored by blocks to prevent it from moving. The ship 
was to be salvaged within 30 days, according to the responsible Ministry for Maritime Affairs, Transport and 
Infrastructure, but since the owner has abandoned the ship, the cost of salvaging it, which was estimated at 
three million euros, will probably be charged to the Croatian taxpayer. A date for a proposed salvage operation 
has yet to be set21,29,30,31.

On 18 September, the Darla (IMO 7601073) en route from Bandirma, Türkiye to Koper, Slovenia, without animals 
on board, experienced technical failure at the northern entrance of Canakkale Strait at Gelibolu point. The 
Strait transit passage permission was temporarily cancelled by the Strait authority until repairs were com-
pleted. The vessel subsequently shifted to Gelibolu anchorage and dropped anchor under its own power, later 
that evening. It sailed from there on 20 September.

Although not an incident, it is worth mentioning the case of the Sarah M (IMO 7808463). The vessel was pro-
hibited from entering Ireland, after it arrived at Greenore port, to export 2000 young bulls on 30 April 2024. 
Ethical Farming Ireland, a non-governmental organisation, had highlighted to the authorities that the vessel 
had recently switched to the Russian Maritime Register of Shipping and was violating EU sanctions, prompt-
ing the Irish authorities to prevent the entry of the vessel into Ireland. The owners apparently reverted the 
classification back to the previous society, the Polski Rejestr Statkow (PR) in May of 2024. Subsequently, other 
European ports, such as those in Spain and Croatia, had no reservations about letting the vessel in.

The only vessel listed above that had animals on board when it sustained damage was the Lady Maria, and the 
fate of those animals remains unclear. Additionally, the vessel has apparently lost its license to operate in EU 
ports, since its last registration operation was in Midia on 6 February 2024. Current routes of operation seem to 
be from Moldova, Ukraine or Georgia to Saudi Arabia, Sudan or Djibouti. Nevertheless, the vessel still passes 
through EU waters.
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Part III

Vessels used in live animal transport
According to Animal Welfare Foundation (AWF) and Robin des Bois, only 64 vessels are allowed to transport 
live animals in the EU20. In 2024, however, 75 different livestock transporters docked or anchored in EU ports. 
Only 43 of those are likely to transport animals consistently from the EU to countries in the MENA region. 
All the vessels but one have already been documented by Robin des Bois, Animal Welfare Foundation and 
Tierschutzbund Zürich in 202132 and 202420.

Table 3 contains the names of the ships active in the EU-MENA trade in 2024, their size in DWT, their IMO num-
ber and the number of shipments each has likely transported from any EU port to any MENA port. Previous 
names are also included, as some vessels have undergone name changes since their initial portrayal; the 
report and page numbers for reference are also provided.

According to AWF20, several of the vessels below were no longer EU approved as of March 2024. Since there 
is no single authority for the approval process, it is not possible to look up the date at which each vessel lost 
its status of approval or might have acquired a new one. In case of the Al Khdair, for example, the vessel was 
active in January and February of 2024, and then again in December, so apparently it was re-approved by some 
Member State (most likely Romania). Unfortunately, there is no EU-wide database for this.

AWF20 also note that the vessels might have been calling at Romanian ports (most likely Sulina and Tulcea 
along the Danube River) for technical purposes only, but in reality, they primarily stopped for trade between 
Moldovan/Ukrainian or Georgian ports and MENA countries. These movements were filtered out and only 
movements between Midia and any port on the MENA region were included. However, there is no guarantee 
that all the movements identified were actually animal transports.
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Table 3: Livestock vessels active in the EU-MENA trade of live animal exports in 2024 and respective 
characteristics.

Name DWT IMO-Nr.
Shipments 
EU-MENA 

in 2024
Ex-Name(s) Portrayed in Page

Al Farouk 2.177 8813037 6   Reference 20 52

AL Khdair 3.945 7819876 3 Abdullah Reference 32 23

Alfa Livestock 2.14 6422303 5 Sea Star Live Reference 20 54

Alondra 4.55 9113719 5   Reference 20 56

Anakin 3.21 7422544 25   Reference 20 58

Apus 3.82 7510858 10   Reference 20 60

Bahijah 7.907 9360788 3   Reference 20 64

Dalal F 3.152 7910888 7   Reference 20 70

Darla 2.456 7601073 14 Bruna Reference 20 74

Diana 1.23 7015509 2   Reference 32 68

Elena 2.615 7406772 1 Suha Queen II Reference 20 80

Express M 2.655 8200577 9   Reference 20 85

Finola M 1.974 8616623 9   Reference 20 89

Freedom 2.794 7104972 6   Reference 20 91

Freesia 2.402 9046368 1 City of Barcelona Reference 20 92

Ganado Express 5.488 9621209 6   Reference 20 96

Gulf Livestock 2 4.734 8009076 1   Reference 20 98

Harmony Livestock 1.596 7349871 3   Reference 32 65

Helen 2.537 7614848 16 Barhom Reference 20 100

Jersey 2.378 7639616 9   Reference 20 102

Julia Ak 7.85 7434949 7   Reference 20 106

Julia L.S. 3.55 7901693 22   Reference 20 108

Karazi 1.874 8215807 9   Reference 20 110

Karim Allah 1.722 6519144 17   Reference 20 112



44

FOUR PAWS

Vessels used in live animal transport

Name DWT IMO-Nr.
Shipments 
EU-MENA 

in 2024
Ex-Name(s) Portrayed in Page

Lady Maria 1.265 6518425 1   Reference 20 114

Nabolsi I 1.405 7128760 6   Reference 20 128

Nader A 2.103 7611547 23   Reference 20 130

Norland 1.7 7529940 11   Reference 20 134

North Star 1 1.55 8200565 8   Reference 20 136

Omega Star 3.631 8917742 6   Reference 20 138

Pacific M. 2.568 7041053 6   Reference 20 141

Sarah M 1.6 7808463 9   Reference 20 147

Sea Rose 1 3.42 7711866 16 Phoenix III Reference 20 143

Shorthorn Express 4.422 9167318 13   Reference 20 149

Sidra 2.992 7607429 2 Dania, Barhom II Reference 20 72

Spiridon II 4.054 7311329 2   Reference 20 151

Taiba 4.193 7708807 9   Reference 20 153

Transporter 3.725 8701387 1   Reference 20 155

Tuleen 3.016 7396630 14   Reference 20 157

Unimar Livestock 2.007 7021821 8   Reference 20 161

Uranus II 3.092 9057214 10   Reference 20 163

Uranus L. 3.116 8129254 9   Reference 20 165

W M F Express 3.873 9004413 3   Reference 20 168
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About FOUR PAWS
FOUR PAWS is the global animal welfare organisation for animals under direct human influence, which reveals suf-
fering, rescues animals in need and protects them. Founded in 1988 in Vienna by Heli Dungler and friends, the organ-
isation advocates for a world where humans treat animals with respect, empathy and understanding. The sustainable 
campaigns and projects of FOUR PAWS focus on companion animals including stray dogs and cats, farm animals 
and wild animals – such as bears, big cats and orangutans – kept in inappropriate conditions as well as in disaster 
and conflict zones. With offices in Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, France, Germany, Kosovo, the Netherlands, 
Switzerland, South Africa, Thailand, Ukraine, the UK, the USA and Vietnam as well as sanctuaries for rescued animals 
in eleven countries, FOUR PAWS provides rapid help and long-term solutions.
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