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PUBLIC BENEFIT A|{NEX
on the adivities of FoUR PAWS - Foundation for the Protection of Animal5 (hereinafter
referíed to as Four PaWs Foundation) in 2017
pursuant to the ri8ht of association, non-profit statu, and on the operation and 5upport of

civil sociew organization section 28-30 of Ad

l.

clxxv of 2011

There are/have been on-going lawsuits against FoUR PAWS Foundation
in Hungary since 2012, filed by Hortobágyi Lúdtenyésztő zrt and
Hungerit zrt,

1.

Hortobágyi Lúdtenyésztő Zrt. filed a lawsuit a8ainst a partner or8anization of FoUR
PAWS Foundation, FoUR PAWS lnternational, Which case Was rejected by the
sUpíeme court in 2015, With a final and binding effect.
The coUrt stated that the compen§ation claim5 a8ainst FoUR PAWS lnternational is
unsubstantiated, the demand for meat resultant from live feather plucking dropped
due to the German and Austrian customers conscíous rejection and the Hortobá8y
Lúdtenyésztó zrt. responsive bUsiness decisions, The loss of Hortobágy Lúdtenyésztő
zrt, refeíring to the live feather plucking Was not caused by FoUR PAWS
lnternational.

2.

The lawsuit filed by Hungerit Zrt a8ainst Né8y Mancs Foundation, amongst others, is
stillon going- on 25 september, 2014, the MUnicipál court rejected in the íirst
instance the complaint of HUngary's la€est foie gras producer company, Hungerat
Zrt. from szentés, against the Four PaW§ Foundation. The Hungerit Zrt, sued our

Foundation for Violations of reputátion and compensation, saying it Was ille8al to call
their manner of production as an act of anima| cíuelty. on the contrary, the court of
First lnstance confirmed that the Foundation "NéBy Mancs" (Four PaWs) - the party
that succeeded in the lawsuit initiated a8ain5t them, acted lawfulty and proceeded jn
accordance With its purposes to protect the animals. The court emphasized that Four
Paws did exactly what an animal Welíare or8anization must do.
By order made after the appellate hearin8 on 13th october, 2015 the court of appeal,
based on procedural shortcomings made by the court of first instance, ordered a
repeated first instance trial, Which is still ongoing. Within the repeated procedure of first
instance, the court orders that warn the company "HunBarit zrt," to detai| the action at
law, Will be followed by the next court hearing in May 2018,
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3.

A5 a reminder: the competition Authority in 2012 alreadY inve§ti8ated the activity of

4.

manipulation and that they did not provide any forei8n business interests.
No relevant objection Was found bV the píosecutor's ofíice investiBating the "FoUR
PAWS" Foundation'§ operation in multiple rounds.

FoUR PAWS Foundation for half a year and they confirmed that the FoUR PAWS
aded a5 animal protectors in the interests of animals, there was no trace of market

The Winners of the decisions of authorities and courts in the completed trials, are the
consumers, because the goal of FoUR PAWS Foundation's campaign Was to discontinue the
force feeding and live plucking of animals, reflecting the preferences of more and more
consumers, Who do not Want to buy meat and feather or any other píoduct made from
them.
Many cUstomers know What kind of suffering these production/keeping methods mean for
the animals, and they avoid such products on the basis of a conscious decision. The more
they know about it, the more they demand that only animal-friendly products should be
placed on the store shelves.
Factory fa.ming often very c.uel to the anlmals, but it could be less cruel. Each of us has the
opportunity and responsibility to decide, throu8h our pUrchase decisions, Whether or not We
wish to strengthen with our money the cruelty and avoidable sufferin8 rearin8 methods,
The Four PaWs Foundation i5 campaigning for replacin8 5uch cruel techniques With anima|,
friendly methods.

II. Outline of

activi8 of \{IER PFOTEN International organization and
national oíTices
III.

oreanization. puiding príncinles. obiectives and responsibilities of

ylER

VIER PFoTEN (meaning: FouR PAWS) operates at an international level, and has offices in a

number of European countries - Austrial Geímany, Romania, Bl]lgaria, switzerland, the
Netherlands and the UK, Belgium (Brussels), in Hun8ary, the UsA, south Africa ('nternational
organization and National offices alto8ether hereafter: VlER PFoTEN) Nevertheless, the!r
activities are not restrided to these countries geographically.

lt is for

2

decades already that V|ER PFoTEN has been persistently and
successfully pursuing their objectives, namely the eníorcement of the íights of animals
abused for economic, scientific or other reasons, and the creation oí livable, fair conditions
foí them. This is their 8uidin8 principle, and these aíe the objectives theY pursue in th€ir

more than
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Work. They set actual 8oal5 for themselves, and strive to íeach them through strategically
planned, pUblic Work, PR activity and the enforcement of others' interests,

Their objective is to arrange for the fair tíeatment of anima15. They act as a repIesentative
organization for the name and behalf of those, who cannot stand for themselves that i§
animals. The common groUnd for this comprises the respect that all livin8 creatures deserve,
and that they strongly believe that all livin8 creatl]res have the right to be treated With
respect, and live in equitable conditions satisfying their needs. Animals are sensitive
creatures, and We, humans are responsible for them,
The protection of animals, humans and the environment are interrelated, and inseparable
concepts. Therefore, V|ER PFoTEN partner With all those, Who express their Votin8 for
peaceful and respectful coexistence With others and the environment,

ln Hungary FoUR PAWS- Foundation for the Protedion of Animals Works for the stated
goals.

Their national and international rescue missions are primarily designed to provide direct and
qUick assistance to animals in trouble_ If needed, they also create livin8 conditions for them,
Which aré suited to their needs. Through their píojects, VlER PFoTEN takes measUres for the
improvement of the le8islative back8round, and thereby, the decrease oí the suffering and
defen5eIessness' of animal5.

Aims of campaigns
The aim of campai8ns i5 to promote, for íarm, laboratory or Wild animals, as Well as pets, to
create a decent lavin8 conditions of their needs and needs a5 necessary, Particular emphasis
as placed on the improvement -justified by scientific research - ofthe rearinB envilonment of

farm animals; they endeavor to support through actual 5olutions and sug8estions that the
proper rearing offarm animals is both reasonable and economical,
They continUously fight against animal experiments, so ás to achieve that the tests usin8
animals can be replaced by the better, more modern and effectiv€, and scientifically
recognized method,
Last but not least, their aims also include the prohibit'on of fur farms in Europe, and of the
rearing of Wild animals by private individuals,
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The working Methods of VIER PFOTEN
on long term, the best

to promote the interests oÍ animals i5 to achieve the adoption of
legislative changes. They endeavor to achieve this through direct actions, the enforcement
of interests at both national and anternational levels, and the use of help from the public,
comprehensive changes are based on wide social adoptjon, They Wish to make changes in
the social awareness throu8h professional PR activities.
Their Work is based on thé collection oí accurate and comprehensive information, and
lesearch, They act on scientific basis, in close cooperation With reco8nized experts from the
area§ oí medicine, agíicUltUré, biolo8y and laW, Paradoxical and Unacceptable conditions are
exp|ored and explained, and then, they also identify the economic, political and sociaI roots
and reasons foí the same,
Workin8 together With their recognized partners active in the fields oí economics, science
and research, they develop constluctive solution models, and then, put these in practice
following the princaples of animal protection, and p.ovidin8 8uidelines by examples,
Way

some outstandinq results of the Work of V|ER PFoTEN
V|ER PFoTEN coopelates at an intefnational level With multiple organizations for the
prot€ction of animals, in order to achieve an international ban on force feeding and live
pluckin8, Thesé include thé Fíench o.ganization L214 that also conducts a successful
campaign in France against force feedins. one of the greatest discoveries of the year 2009
Was the identiíication of a German 8oose producer that plucked thou§ands of 8ee5e live
usin8 a machine, Which is otherwise used at slau8hter houses afteí slau8hterin8. V|ER
PFoTEN managed to prove that this particularly horrifying torture resulting in the death of
many 8ee5e ri8ht afteí pluckin8 had been conductéd for years by then, The owner of the
lár8e German company Was prohibited from rearing animals.
ln 2010, it Was proved that many Gelman feather p.ocessing companies were buying and
processing live plucked feathers. oUr discoveries induced intensive media .eactions
throughout thé Whole oí Europe. and manY companies refused to distribute such feather
product§ in the future, Which originated from the feather processin8 companies djsclosed,
(see: Amazon, otto-Group, etc.)
ln 2010, V|ER PFoTEN canvassed for subscriptions a8ainst live pluckin8, as Well as for the
píohibition of all plucking methods in the EU, The petition was signed by more than 30,000
private individual at an international level. The petition Was supported by the largest
Hungarian and Polish goose meat producea§, a5 Well as goose meat producers from Germany
and Austria, Besides, there Were companies in the commercial sector as well that directly
contacted the EU commissioner for the protection of animals tellin8 that they Wanted all
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types of plucking prohibited throughout the EU for reasons íelated to both economics and
animal protection. (Tchibo, otto Group, Kaufland, Norma, Lidl, Te8ut, Spar, QUelle, etc.)
V|ER PFoTEN achievéd huge success in 2013/ because sincé 2013 Europe can no longer
market cosmetics, Which have been tested on animals, What is moíe, the ingíedients of
cosmetics in the future nor could be tested on experimental animaIs, The day of prohibition,
11th March, 2013, therefoíe is a historic day in the liíe of VlER PFOTEN
I

Financing
V|ER PFoTEN and FOUR PAWS loundation in Hungary are independent organizations jn
both political and financial terms.
The operations of VlER PFoTEN and its national ofíices are funded using donatíons oníy; this
is the only Way to preserve their independence and freedom of decision_
Donatjons form the basis for their oíganization, and ensure its continUous operation. The
achievement of their 8oal5 is supported by the donors in terms of not only finances, but
principles too,
We are aware of our liability towards our donors, whereby we Use all 8íants in an efficient
Way transparent to anyone,

Associates. Professionalism. Efficiencv
We are convinced that the professional Workin8 methods increase the efficiency of our
actjvjty, Which al5o serves the interests of animal protection. The trainin8 of our people, as
Well a5 the establishment of a proper working environment and atmosphere are recognized
as part of our obliBations,

The Activities of FOUR PAWS Foundation in Year 2017 in Hungarv

-

Foundation being part of the inteínational V|ER PFoTEN
network, has §et the above described goals upon its foundation in 2005, and continued to
pursue such goals until the above named two companies filed a lawsuit a8ainst it, due to an
alleged infringement of economic interests, as part of a large scale smeaí campaign,
unfortunately also supported by the Hungarian government. ln the following years th€

The Hungarian FoUR PAWS
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Foundation's doméstic Work in terms oí animal Wélfare became mostly lmpossible and in
2017, as well a9 the previous íive years, a new campaiBn or project could not be
undeítakénto protect the anlmals, but also séek§ to continu€ the work started eaílieí,to
maintain the results already achieved.

ln the following, We show the results, present status of activities for animal Welfare started
in the previous yearsI

The conditions in Hungary are perfect for the production of quality geese for meat in a free
range íeaíing, Without all kinds of íorce feeding and feather plucking. The goose and duck
stuffin8 or feather pluckang in most European countries is considered animal torture and
therefore banned activity.

Fur camp3ipn
ln Hungary, We believed that the amendment of the Act on Animal Protection could provide
an oppoítunity for the prohibition of the operation of fUr farms.
A5 a result of the preceding international campaigns, it i5 now foíbidden by law to export
product made of dog or cat fur - articles of clothin8, accessories, toys - in the Euíopean
LJ nion,

our aim in thi5 topic Was to achieve free range rabbit farming.
At industíia| rabbit farms, one .abbit has less space than the A4 sheet size. ln the steel cages,
rabbits cannot even stand up on their hind legs. Their sen§itive sole§ are hurt by the sharp
Wiíing. Due to stress and the lack of space, cannibalism is an everydaY phenomenon. The use
of antibiotics j5 inevitable, and hormones and other drugs used for the promotion of
fatteninB are aiso frequently used. Bloody, bitten ears, purUlent eyes, bodies injured or dead
rabbit, these are all everyday phenomena With ca8ed rabbits. The rat€ of animals dying
before being slaughtered can easily reach 25%. Particularly the Western consumers
increasingly demand to be able to make informed purchases, and therefore they buy only
the meat of rabbits ln barns. In 2010, V|ER PFOTEN achieved that 6 lar8e European rabbit
producing companies started their shift to the so-called "group housing", Wheíe a 8roup of
rabbits is kept in barns. ln Hun8ary, one company shiíted part|y to'lroup housing". There is
an increasinB demand in the commercial sector as Well for rabbjt meat produced this Way,
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Illegal trading of ounpies
ln 2017, in Hungary, We no longer campaigned for the abolition of illegal d08 trades becau5e,

due to the series of attacks a8ainst oUí Foundation in Hungary, ouí adivity in Hun8ary Was
largely impo5sible,
But We continue to believe that this is a Unethical trade, Where youn8.ubs are handled as
goods. Puppies separated too early from their mother5 are kept by the "dog manufacturers"
Without sufficient Water, food, Vaccination or any veterinary care, so that they can earn big
proíit Iater by sellin8 them. These dogs may become mentally damaged, prone to 5icknesses,
or a88ressive even, Their certificates of vaccination and herd books often turn out to be
false. FoUR PAWS lnternational organization continues to fi8ht for the abolition of ille8al
breeding íaímsall over the worldl Unfortunately, Hungary is one oí the biggest dog tradin8
centers in Europe,

At the end of 2006, the physical and mental rehabilitation of csuti, the horse rescued from
the private farmer in Budapest ended. Unfortunately, how€ve., adoption has §till not taken
place, due to the lack of a reliable new owner. csuti is livin8 at Bottyan Equus Foundation at
present close to Budapest and probablv he is 8oin8 to stay there permanently, our
foundation undertook to take care of him úntil his death, pay foí aIl the feeding and medical
costs- But at the same time, this task Was taken over by Vereín PFoTENHILFE, another
partner of our VP-Fot]ndation Network,
The aim oí this foundation is to take caíe of injured, sick or tormented horses,

on 23 Augu§t 2010, our Foundation took back the horse caIled "Tobi". Which Was purchased
in Rétság on 30 october 2007, and adopted in 2009, Jeddi Farm Was entrusted With caring
for the horse. The owners of ,leddi Farm undertook to take care of the hoíse until the
cooperation lasts. on the other hand, FoUR PAWS undertook to fully pay costs of the horse,
while it is in their possession.
We were pleased to report that Tobi Was helped to find a new owner by the help of
Hungarian Foundation from the 1st of November 2012, although our happiness proved to be
too early, As of November 2013 the foundation actually mana8ed to íind a respon9ible
farmer for Tobi, a person Who in the past 2 y, yeal has proven to be a true, loving,
permanent owner to Tobi. Due to unexpected financial difficulties occurrin8 in the life of the
new owner, Four PaWs Foundation has a8reed to an additional 1 year of support - until
December 2015 - so the horse can remain with his neW owner,
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EVer since We monitor the life of the horse and We are delighted about the lUckY encounter
of horse and hi5 master.

our Foundation continues to provide help in the rescue of sick or tíoubled horses,

in

cooperation With the authorities, in order to promote the development of a proper and

sustainable solution for ensuring better living conditions for horses in Hungary.
Accordin8lv, FoUR PAWS Foundation Undertook the support of the horse "lake", in
cooperation With Bottyán EqUus Foundation dealing With horse rescue, Whose sin Was that
in Romania he grazéd on a meadow that he should not have, and therefore the owner of the
meadow cut his ton8ue out. Thanks to medical assistance Jake recovered and now he can
spend happy days at his new master, because in AUgUst 2015 We found for him a caring and
loving oWner.
ln addition, ou. Foundation aíran8ed the transportátion of three ponie5 to Austria in the
sUrnmer 2015. These ponies arrived to Hun8ary 4-5 year5 ago from Romania, where they
lived With an animal lover person. she moved away, so these ponies needed to find
immediately a neW owner, Which Was accompli§hed, The new oWner lives in Au§tria, 5he has
undertaken each ofthe three horse§, so the three devoted to one another ponies have been
transíerred to the new owner together,

Further case§
We did our best to help the animal lovin8 public, as well as animals in trouble dUrin8 2017 as
Wel|. ou. colleague Was ea8er to answel all reports from the public related to th€ torturing
or protection oí animals, and did her best to find solutions foí all problems involvin8 the
competent authoritie§ and the other animal protection organizations.

Despite the attack against our Foundation in 2017 We still had sUpporters, By the end of the
year. we received a total of HUF 30-(x)o.- contribution from our animal-fíiendly donors to
our activities. ln 2017 our Foundation did not participate in any tender. From the freely
allocated 1% of the personal income tax, We collected HUF 241.s39,- in 2017. We received
no other cash donation from either natural or legal persons.
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STATEMENT
AUTHoRlTlEs

OF

SUPPORT RECE|VED FROM CENTRAI BUDGETARY

ln 2017 the Foundation received no budgetary support,

The curator of the foundation does not receive remuneration for her work from the

Foundation, she performs herjob as socialWork.

out of the total amount of HUF 241.539.- received in the form of 1% personal income tax
designation to charities, the FoUndation purchased a tan8ible donation for the Animal and
EnVironment Protection A55ociation " Animal and Human."
This Annual Utility Report is accépted by the curator.
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