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Methods for assessing how animal welfare assurance schemes compare to legislation

To assess the extent to which animal welfare assurance schemes go beyond existing legislative requirements, scheme standards were systematically
compared with the relevant UK legislative baseline using a set of indicators covering welfare issues and provisions, across the life cycle (breeding to
slaughter). This enables a transparent comparison between legal requirements and scheme standards. Indicators were grouped into five

categories based on the type of provision or production stage (e.g., housing, monitoring, transport).

For each indicator, the relevant legal requirement was identified from UK legislation and retained EU law, governing farmed animal welfare, transport and
slaughter, as well as production-specific regulations where relevant (e.g. organic production rules or poultry marketing standards for free-range poultry).
Scheme standards were then assessed to determine whether they matched or exceeded the legal baseline.

A dot-based scorecard is used to present the results (Tables 1 - 7). Scheme provisions were scored as ‘meeting the legislative baseline’ (®) where they
reflected or operationalised existing legal requirements without introducing additional enforceable limits or prohibitions. Indicators not mentioned in
scheme standards were also treated as meeting the legislative baseline, as legal requirements still apply.

Provisions were scored as ‘exceeding the legislative baseline’ (® ®) where they introduced new quantitative limits, structural requirements, or explicit
prohibitions beyond those required by law.

Organic schemes (Soil Association and SOPA) were compared against organic legislative baselines where appropriate, or against the standard legislative
baseline where no specific organic legal requirements applied (see Appendices 1-7 for more details).

Indicators not relevant to a species were omitted from the species table. Those not relevant to a scheme were recorded as ‘not applicable’ (N/A).

The results of this analysis are presented in a series of legislative baseline comparison scorecards (Tables 1- 7). Every effort has been made to ensure
accuracy when drawing comparisons and to use the most up-to-date standards published for each scheme. However, interpretations are based on
publicly available documentation and may differ from the scheme operators’ intended interpretation where the wording is ambiguous or evolving.

Standards were taken at face value to avoid introducing bias through the interpretation of potentially implied meaning, and only requirements
explicitly stated within the scheme standards were scored. For example, where a scheme required veterinary review of a health plan, this was not
interpreted as requiring a veterinary farm visit unless such a visit was explicitly specified, rather than implied.
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Scheme standards were used as the sole source for scoring. Whilst every effort was made to review the most current standards available at the time of
analysis, assurance scheme documentation can be extensive and requirements may be distributed across multiple sections or supporting documents.
Where provisions are expressed indirectly, referenced elsewhere within scheme documentation, or subject to interpretation, minor differences in
classification may arise.

Together, these scorecards provide a consistent framework for assessing the extent to which UK animal welfare labelling schemes match or exceed the
legislative baseline across key welfare indicators. Detailed descriptions of the legislative provisions and corresponding scheme standards underpinning
each score are provided in Appendices 1-7
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Table 1. Broilers — Legislative Baseline Comparison Scorecard

This scorecard indicates whether scheme standards meet or exceed the relevant UK legislative baseline for each welfare indicator. Detailed descriptions
of the applicable legal requirements and scheme standards are provided in Appendix 3.
Key: @ Meets legislative baseline; @ @ Exceeds legislative baseline; N/A The indicator does not apply to the production system or scheme assessed (e.g.

where outdoor access is not required).

+ Compared with the legislative baseline for free-range production; ¥ Compared with the legislative baseline for organic production.

Outdoor AccessOutdoor

Indoor Stocking . K . ) . Thermal Lighting and
Density Required Stock'mg Enrichment Air Quality Comfort Photoperiod
Density
Red Tractor: Baseline Chicken o No N/A ( 1] o ([ ( 1]
Red Tractor: Enhanced Welfare (1] No N/A ( 1] o ([ ( 1]
Red Tractor: Free-range 0= Yes+ 0= ( ] ] ] [ (1}
RSPCA Assured: Baseline ( 1] No N/A ( 1] ( 1] ([ (1]
RSPCA Assured: Free-range (o Yes+ (o
RSPCA Assured: Organic ¥ Yes¥ oY
Soil Association @Y Yes¥ @¥ ( 1] o ([ (1]
SOPA oY Yes¥ oY (L J [ [ ] (] J
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Routine Mutilations

Breed Restrictions

Gene Editing/ Modifying

Red Tractor: Baseline Chicken ( 1] o ([
Red Tractor: Enhanced Welfare ( 1] ( 1} ([
Red Tractor: Free-range ( ] ] ( 1 ] [
RSPCA Assured ( 1] [ 1] [
Soil Association ([ oY oY
SOPA [ 1] ([ ) oY

Handling/ Catching

Staff Training/ Competence Health/ Veterinary Checks Welfare Checks

Methods
Red Tractor: Baseline Chicken o
Red Tractor: Enhanced Welfare o
Red Tractor: Free-range ]
RSPCA Assured (1]
Soil Association o
SOPA [ ]
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Fitness for Maximum Lairage Stunning Required Stunning Emergency/ Back-
Transport/ Transport Effectiveness/ up Procedures
Slaughter Duration Monitoring

Red Tractor: Baseline Chicken [ ] [ ] ( ] J (L J [ ] ([ ]

Red Tractor: Enhanced Welfare o ([ (1] ( 1] o [ J

Red Tractor: Free-range o ([ (1] ( 1] [ ] ([ ]

RSPCA Assured: Baseline [ ( ) ( ) ( 1 J [ (]

Soil Association [ ] [ ] [ ] () o [ J

SOPA [ ( ) [ [ [ (]

Independent Auditing Spot Checks Welfare Outcome Monitoring and

Response
Red Tractor: Baseline Chicken (1 ] [ ] ( 1]
Red Tractor: Enhanced Welfare (1] (1} ( 1]
Red Tractor: Free-range ( ] ] (] ( 1 ]
RSPCA Assured: Baseline (1] (1} ( 1]
Soil Association @Y ([ ( 1]
SOPA oY oY [

Table 2. Laying Hens - Legislative Baseline Comparison Scorecard

This scorecard indicates whether scheme standards meet or exceed the relevant UK legislative baseline for each welfare indicator. Detailed descriptions

!Fo’/g

oL Animal Welfare.
54W}y Worldwide.



wilu,

~

A

Animal Welfare.
Worldwide.

of the applicable legal requirements and scheme standards are provided in Appendix 4.
Key: @ Meets legislative baseline; @ @ Exceeds legislative baseline; N/A Not relevant to the scheme

NB. Unknown (?) nest box requirements for the Soil Association due to a potential typo in the standards.

Limited standards were available for the British Lion Eggs scheme; therefore, not all indicators were reviewed. Unassessed indicators are marked with “-”

(Environment), and subsequent theme rows are omitted.

+ Compared with the legislative baseline for free-range production; ¥ Compared with the legislative baseline for organic production.

Outd (o]
Indoor Stocking utdoor ) .. Nest ) age L, )
K Access Outdoor Stocking Density Perches Enrichment Systems .. Thermal Comfort Lighting and Photoperiod
Density . Boxes ] Quality
Required Permitted?
British Lion Egg o No N/A ([ ([ ( 1 ) Yes - - [ ]
Laid in Britain ([ J No N/A o o o Yes o o o
RSPCA Assured: Baseline @ Yes ( 1 ] oo O ( 1) No ( 1) (] ( 1 J
RSPCA Assured:Free-
+ Yes+t 00
range
Soil Association o Yes o ? [ I J o0 No o o o
SOPA ([ Yes ( 1 J o0 00 o0 No o [ ([
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Management of
Unwanted Males

Routine Mutilations Breed Restrictions Gene Editing/ Modifying

Laid in Britain { o [ ] [ ]
RSPCA Assured [ [ [ [ )
Soil Association { @Y @Y ([
SOPA [ [ [ | 27

Handling/ Catching Methods [Staff Training/ Competence |Health/ Veterinary Checks [Welfare Checks
Laid in Britain { o ® (1]
RSPCA Assured ( ) (L] (1) o0
Soil Association (] o o (1]
SOPA [ (J ( o0
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Fitness for Maximum Stunning
. . . . Emergency/
Transport/ Transport Lairage Stunning Required Effectiveness/
. . Backup Procedures
Slaughter Duration Monitoring
Laid in Britain (] (] o [ ([ J
RSPCA Assured (] (1] (1] ( ] () [ J
Soil Association ] ( 1 ) ( 1 ] [ [ J
SOPA ] (1] o [ [ J
. Welfare Outcome Monitoring
Independent Auditing Spot Checks
and Response
Laid in Britain ( [ J ([ ( 1 J
RSPCA Assured ( 1 ) o ( 1 )
Soil Association oY o ( 1 )
SOPA [ ) ( 2 [
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Table 3. Turkeys - Legislative Baseline Comparison Scorecard

This scorecard indicates whether scheme standards meet or exceed the relevant UK legislative baseline for each welfare indicator. Detailed descriptions
of the applicable legal requirements and scheme standards are provided in Appendix 5.

Key: @ Meets legislative baseline; @@ Exceeds legislative baseline; N/A The indicator does not apply to the production system or scheme assessed (e.g.
where outdoor access is not required).

+ Compared with the legislative baseline for free-range production; ¥ Compared with the legislative baseline for organic production.

Indoor Stocking DensiOutdoor Access Requir Outdoor Stocking Dens Enrichmen Air Qualit Thermal Comfo Lighting and Photoperi

ty ed ity t y rt od
Red Tractor @ No N/A o0 o o o0
Red Tractor: @@=
Yes+ 00 ( 1) o o o0
Free-range
RSPCA Assure
. o0 No N/A [ 1) [ 1 ) { ] ([ 1]
d: Baseline
RSPCA Assure
[ E Yes+ [ E
d: Free-range
Soil
L. [ ) Yes¥ oY ( 1) o o o0
Association
SOPA 00y Yes¥ 00y o0 o o [ 1)

!Fo’/g

- Animal Welfare.
AWX  Worldwide.



!FO’JR

A

Animal Welfare.

Worldwide.

[ovsposeww 00000000000
Routine Mutilations Breed Restrictions Gene Editing/ Modifying

Red Tractor [ ] { [ ]

RSPCA Assured ( 1} { [

Soil Association [ ) oY oY

SOPA @¥ [ ] [ ]

Handling/ Catching Staff Training/ Health/ Veterinary Checks Welfare Checks
Methods Competence
Red Tractor L [ [ [
RSPCA Assured [ [ [ [ ] J
Soil Association o [ o ( 1]
SOPA [ ] [ [ ] (] J
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Fitness for Maximum Lairage Stunning Required Stunning Emergency/
Transport/ Transport Effectiveness/ Backup Procedures
Slaughter Duration Monitoring

Red Tractor o L ( 1) ( 1 J L [

RSPCA Assured o ( 1] (1] ( o o

Soil Association [ o { (1]  J o

SOPA [ o0 { { [ {

Independent Auditing Spot Checks Welfare Outcome Monitoring and
Response
Red Tractor o o (1]
RSPCA Assured ( ) [ ) [ 1)
Soil Association | 2 L [
SOPA oY oY [
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Table 4. Pigs - Legislative Baseline Comparison Scorecard

This scorecard indicates whether scheme standards meet or exceed the relevant UK legislative baseline for each welfare indicator. Detailed descriptions

of the applicable legal requirements and scheme standards are provided in Appendix 6.

Key: @ Meets legislative baseline; @® Exceeds legislative baseline; N/A Not relevant to the scheme

¥ Compared with the legislative baseline for organic production.

Cage
. . . . Solitary g X . Thermal Lighting
Indoor Stockin Outdoor Access Require Outdoor Stockin Enrichment .~ Systems Air Quality .
. . Housin . Comfort and Photoperiod
g Density d g Density Permitted?
Red Tractor All stages:
° No o0 o0 [ Yes [ { ( 1]
RSPCA All stages:
No o0 [ [ No o0 ( 1] o0
Assured { 1 ]
QMS All stages:
° No N/A o0 [ Yes [ o0 {
Soil All stages:
L. Yes¥ oY [ ¥ No¥ [ { {
Association @¥
SOPA All stages:
Yes¥ 0¥ [ oY No¥ [ ] {
[
!Fo’/g

- Animal Welfare.
AWX  Worldwide.



!!FOUR

~

A

Animal Welfare.
Worldwide.

Feed Restriction Weaning Age Routine Mutilations Breed Gene Editing/ Modifying
Restrictions

Red Tractor [ o ( I J o o

RSPCA Assured ® [ (1} [ (]

QMS [ [ (1} [ (]

Soil [ oY oY [ (]

IAssociation

SOPA [ oY 00Y [ 00Y

Handling/ Catching Methods Staff Training/ Competence Health/ Veterinary Checks Welfare Checks
Red Tractor [ [ J ([ (1} [ ]
RSPCA Assured ©@ ( 1] (1] (1]
QMS ( 1) (] (1}
Soil [ (] [ (1]
IAssociation
SOPA [ [ [ ] (1]
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Fitness for Transport/ Slaughter Maximum Lairage Stunning Required? Stunning Emergency/ Back-
Transport Duration Effectiveness/ up Procedures
Monitoring

Red Tractor ( o ([ J ( I J o o
RSPCA Assured @ (1] (] ( 1] [ (]
QMS ] [ ] ([ ([ [ ] (]
Soil ] [ (] ( 1] [ (]
IAssociation

SOPA ] (1] ([ ([ [ ] (]

Independent Auditing Spot Checks Welfare Outcome Monitoring and
Response

Red Tractor ( 1 ) ([ J [ 1)

RSPCA Assured 0@ ([ ( 1]

QMS ( ) [ 1) [ 1)

Soil { ) (] ( 1)

IAssociation

SOPA { ) ( ) ([
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Table 5. Beef Cattle — Legislative Baseline Comparison Scorecard

This scorecard indicates whether scheme standards meet or exceed the relevant UK legislative baseline for each welfare indicator. Detailed descriptions of the

applicable legal requirements and scheme standards are provided in Appendix 7.
Key: @ Meets legislative baseline; @® Exceeds legislative baseline; N/A Not relevant to the scheme

¥ Compared with the legislative baseline for organic production.

Indoor Stocking Density Outdoor Access Required? Outdoor Stocking Density Enrichment Air Quality Thermal Comfort Lighting and Photoperiod

Red Tractor

Calves (<85kg; @
85-200kg; @@

No
>200kg; @)

Adults: 0@

N/A

Pasture for Life

All weights:
( 1}

Yes

RSPCA Assured

All weights:
( 1]

Yes

QMs

Calves: ®
Finishing cattle:
>299kg @@
Suckler cows: @@

No

N/A

Soil Association

All weights:
00y

Yes¥

¥
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SOPA

All weights:

@Y

Weaning Age Routine Mutilations Breed Gene Editing/ Modifying
Restrictions

Red Tractor ( ) [ 1 J ([ ([

Pasture for Life ( I J [ 1 J ( ] ( ]

RSPCA Assured @@ ( [ J ( [ ] ( [ ]

QMs ( 1] ( ] [ J [ J

Soil Association @¥% oY [ oY

SOPA ( 2% ¥ [ J 00y
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Health/ Veterinary Checks Welfare Checks

Handling/ Catching

Staff Training/ Competence

Methods
Red Tractor ( 1} [ ] ] ( 1]
Pasture for Life ( I J o (] ([
RSPCA Assured o0 o0 (1] ( [ ]
QMs ( 1 J { (1 J [
Soil Association ( ) ([ (] ([
SOPA { {  J [

Fitness for Transport/ Maximum Transport Lairage Stunning Required? Stunning Emergency/ Back-
Slaughter Duration Effectiveness/ up Procedures
Monitoring
Red Tractor (] [ ] ([ ( ] ([ (]
Pasture for Life ( [ ] [ ] (] J o ([ ]
RSPCA Assured [ ( 1] [ J ( 1] [ [ ]
QMs [ ] J [ ] [ ] [ [ ]
Soil Association { [ ([ ( I J ([ (]
SOPA [ ( 1] [ ] [ ] [ J [ ]
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Welfare Outcome Monitoring and

Independent Auditing Spot Checks Response
Red Tractor [ ] [ ] (] J
Pasture for Life ( I J [ ] ( I J
RSPCA Assured ( 1 J [ ] (]
QMs ( 1 J [ 1) [ ]
Soil Association @Y [ ] (1 J
SOPA oY J [ ]
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Table 6. Dairy Cattle — Legislative Baseline Comparison Scorecard

This scorecard indicates whether scheme standards meet or exceed the relevant UK legislative baseline for each welfare indicator. Detailed descriptions of the applicable legal

requirements and scheme standards are provided in Appendix 8. Key: @ Meets legislative baseline; @@ Exceeds legislative baseline; N/A Not relevant to the scheme

¥ Compared with the legislative baseline for organic production

DAIRY CATTLE: ENVIRONMENT

Indoor Stocking Density Outdoor Access Required?Outdoor Stocking DensityEnrichment Solitary Housing Air Quality Thermal Comfort Lighting and Photoperiod

Red Tractor

Calves:
<85kg ®

85-200kg @@
>200kg @

Adults: @@

No

N/A

Pasture for Life

All weights:
(1]

Yes

RSPCA Assured Dairy cows and bulls:

Yes

QMs

Group housed
calves: @
Calf pen: @@
Adults: @@

No

N/A

Soil
Association

Dairy cows and bulls:
00y

Yes¥

All:
00

¥

SOPA

All weights:

oY

Yes¥

oY

¥
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DAIRY CATTLE: HUSBANDRY

Weaning Age Mother-Calf Separation Management of Unwanted Routine Mutilations Breed Gene Editing/ Modifying
Males Restrictions
Red Tractor ( { ] [ ] ( ] J ( I J ([ [ ]
Pasture for Life @@ [ ] (1} (1] ( 1} (1}
RSPCA Assured 0@ L ( 1 J (1 J o (] J
QMs ( 1] ] [ ( 1] [ J {
Soil [ 24 [ 24 oY { oY {
Association
SOPA oY oY ( 2% [ 2% [ J 00
DAIRY CATTLE: STOCKPERSONSHIP / HANDLING
Handling/ Catching Methods  Staff Training/ Competence Health/ Veterinary Checks Welfare Checks
Red Tractor ( 1 J [ ] (] J [ 1 J
Pasture for Life ( ) ([ [ ] [
RSPCA Assured ( 1 J ( 1] (1] [ 1 J
QMs ( 1] [ ] ( 1] [
Soil Association ( 1} [ [ ] [
SOPA [ ] [ ] J ®
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DAIRY CATTLE: TRANSPORT AND SLAUGHTER

i Maximum Stunning
Fitness for Transport/ . . . . Emergency/
Transport Lairage Stunning Required? Effectiveness/
Slaughter i . Backup Procedures
Duration Monitoring

Red Tractor (] (] [ ( 1] ([ [
Pasture for Life ( J [ J o ( 1 ) [ J [ ]
RSPCA Assured ( 1 ) ( 1 ) [ ( 1 ) [ [
QMs ( J [ J o [ J ([ [ ]
Soil Association ( J [ J [ ] (1] ([ [ ]
SOPA (] ( 1] [ (] ([ [
DAIRY CATTLE: MONITORING AND ENFORCEMENT

Independent Auditing Spot Checks Welfare Outcome Monitoring and

Response

Red Tractor ([ J [ ( 1 ]
Pasture for Life ( 1 ) [ ( 1 ]
RSPCA Assured ( 1 J [ ] (1}
QMs (] [ [
Soil Association ( 2% [ (1]
SOPA oY oY [
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Table 7. Sheep - Legislative Baseline Comparison Scorecard

This scorecard indicates whether scheme standards meet or exceed the relevant UK legislative baseline for each welfare indicator. Detailed descriptions of the applicable legal

requirements and scheme standards are provided in Appendix 9.

Key: @ Meets legislative baseline; @@ Exceeds legislative baseline; N/A Not relevant to the scheme; u Exceeds baseline due to reduced age limit for tail docking.

¥ Compared with the legislative baseline for organic production

Indoor Stocking Density

Outdoor Access Required?

Outdoor Stocking Density Enrichment Air Quality Thermal Comfort Lighting and Photoperiod

Red Tractor All: No o [ J
Yes o o
o
Pasture for Life All: Yes o o ([ )
o [ 1)
[ 1)
RSPCA Assured All: No [ 1) [ 1) ( [}
N/A o
[ 1)
QMs All: No o o o
Yes [ J
o
Soil Association All: Yes¥ ¥ ¥ (] [ 1) ( [}
oY
SOPA All: Yes¥ ¥ ¥ ([ J o [ 1)
oY
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Weaning Age Routine Mutilations Breed Gene Editing/ Modifying
Restrictions
Red Tractor [ I J [ L J¥] ([ J ([ J
[
(all others)
Pasture for Life [ I J [ L J¥] ( 1 ] ( 1 ]
[
(all others)
RSPCA Assured @@ [ 1) (] (]
QMs [ 1) [ L J¥] (] (]
[
(all others)
Soil Association @ ¥ oY oY
SOPA [ 1) [ 27 (] 00y
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Handling/ Catching Methods Staff Training/ Health/ Veterinary Checks Welfare Checks
Competence

Red Tractor [ 1 J [ ] ] ( 1]

Pasture for Life [ 1 J [ ] (] ([

RSPCA Assured ( 1] oo (1] ( [ ]

QMs ( 1] J ( 1] [ J

Soil Association [ 1 J [ ] (] ([

SOPA (] L [ ] [

R e e D —
Fitness for Maximum Transport Lairage Stunning Required? Stunning Effectiveness/ Emergency/
Transport/ Duration Monitoring Backup Procedures
Slaughter

Red Tractor ® [ [ ] (] J (] [ ]

Pasture for Life [ [ [ ] (1] (] [ ]

RSPCA Assured [ ( 1] ] ( 1] [ ] [

QMs (] (] J J [ ] [

Soil Association [ [ [ (1] o (]

SOPA [ J ( [ J J J [ ] [
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Welfare Outcome Monitoring and

Independent Auditing Spot Checks Response
Red Tractor ( I J o ( I J
Pasture for Life ( 1} ([ ]
RSPCA Assured ( ) ([ (I J
QMs o0 [ ] [ ]
Soil Association ¥ ® (] J
SOPA ( 2% ( 2% [ ]
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Appendix 1

Detailed Comparison of Broilers Scheme Standards and Relevant Legislative Requirements

This table summarises the applicable UK legislative requirements and the corresponding scheme standards for each welfare indicator within the category. These details underpin
the legislative baseline comparison scorecard presented in Table 1.

Legal baseline:

33 kg/m? of usable area, or <39 kg/m? if comply with certain requirements; Extensive indoor (barn-reared): <25 kg/m?.

Legal free-range:

Free-range: <27.5 kg/m?; Traditional free-range: <25 kg/m?; Mobile houses: <40 kg/m?; Outdoor space (all): 1 bird/m? range.

Red
Tractor (Baseline; Enhanced;
Free-range)

Baseline: <38 kg/m?; Enhanced: <30 kg/m?; Free-range: <27.5kg/m? Range: 1 bird/m?.

RSPCA Assured (Baseline;
Free-range; Organic)

Baseline: 30kg/m?; Free-range: 27.5kg/m? (Range: 1 bird/m?); Organic fixed: 21kg/m? (Range: 4 birds/m?); Organic
mobile: 30kg/m? (Range: 2.5 birds/m?).

Legal organic:

Fixed housing: 21 kg/m?; Range: 1 bird/4m?; Mobile housing: 30kg/m?; (Range: 2.5 birds/4m?).

Soil Association & SOPA

Same as the organic legislative baseline.

Legal baseline:

No requirement for outdoor access.

Legal free-range:

Continuous access to open-air runs for at least half of their lifetime. No specification on the number of hours per day.

Red Tractor (Baseline;
Enhanced; Free-range)

No requirement for baseline or enhanced.
Free-range: Continuous access to open-air runs for at least half of their lifetime, and for a minimum of 8 hours per day.

RSPCA Assured (Baseline;
Free-range)

No requirement for baseline.
Free-range standards in line with legislation.

Legal organic:

Permanent access to open-air areas, preferably pasture.
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Soil Association & SOPA Same as the organic legislative baseline.
e —
Legal baseline: Litter (dry and friable on the surface).
Red Tractor (all levels) Litter, bales, perches/ platforms, and pecking objects.
RSPCA Assured Litter, bales, perches/ platforms, and pecking objects.
Soil Association Litter, bales, and pecking objects.
SOPA Litter, bales, and pecking objects.
e —
Legal baseline: Ammonia < 20 parts per million; CO; < 3,000 parts per million.
Red Tractor Concentration of ammonia should not exceed 20ppm, and carbon dioxide should not exceed 3000ppm at the bird's level.
RSPCA Assured In addition to the legal baseline, inhalable dust should not exceed 10mg/m?, and carbon monoxide should not exceed 50ppm.

No other schemes exceed this baseline.

Legal baseline: Indoor temperature < outdoor (shade) +3 °C when outside temperature exceeds 30 °C; indoor relative humidity <70% averaged over any
continuous 48-hour period when outside temperature is below 10 °C.

No schemes exceed this baseline.

Legal baseline: Minimum 20 lux over 280% of usable area during light periods; 24-hour light-dark cycle with 26 hours total darkness, including =24 hours
uninterrupted darkness (excluding dimming); No requirement for windows.

Red Tractor (Baseline) Minimum 20 lux at bird eye level over 280% of usable area (reductions only on veterinary advice); 24-hour light-dark cycle with 26 hours
darkness, including 24 hours uninterrupted; provision of windows for natural daylight.

w2

ol
- Animal Welfare.

AWR  Worldwide.



\‘!Fo'fe
- Animal Welfare.

-
AW Worldwide.

Red Tractor (Enhanced) As baseline, plus: Higher minimum light intensity (=50 lux); Daylight required from =5 days of age.

Red Tractor (Free-Range) As baseline, plus: 26 hours continuous darkness per 24 h.

RSPCA Assured Per 24 h: 28 h continuous light and a minimum of 6 h and maximum of 12 h continuous; minimum light intensity 220 lux throughout the
house.

Soil Association Artificial light may extend day length up to 16 h; birds must receive a continuous nocturnal rest period of at least 8 h.

SOPA Housing must have adequate natural lighting. Artificial lighting may only be used to prolong the day length up to a total of 16 hours, and

the day must end at dusk.

Legal baseline: Beak trimming is the only permitted mutilation (although itis not typically performed for broilers due to slaughter age preceding sexual

maturity); allowed solely to prevent feather pecking/cannibalism, before 10 days of age, on veterinary advice, by trained personnel; <% of
beak removed, with bleeding cauterised.

All schemes exceed this baseline by prohibiting beak trimming.

Legal organic: Organic rules discourage mutilations and require management and breed selection to minimise their use, but do not prohibit them
outright.

Soil Association & SOPA: Prohibits routine beak trimming but allows it upon authorisation for health, welfare, or hygiene purposes.

SOPA Prohibits beak trimming.

e e N —

Legal baseline: No breeds are prohibited in baseline legislation. Birds marketed as ‘Traditional Free-range’ must be from a slow-growing breed.

Red Tractor (Baseline) Does not prohibit the use of any breeds.

Red Tractor (Enhanced and Specifies a positive list of acceptable breeds.
Free-Range)
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RSPCA Assured Specifies a positive list of acceptable breeds.

Legal organic: Organic legislation requires ‘appropriate breeds to be chosen’.

Soil Association Does not prohibit the use of any breeds but does require birds to either be from a slow-growing strain or slaughtered at a minimum age of
81 days.

SOPA Does not prohibit the use of any breeds.

e SN ——

Legalbaseline: ~ Genetically modified (transgenic) animals are subject to strict GMO controls and require case-by-case authorisation and risk assessment

before any environmental release or use in food production and are not in routine commercial farming in the UK.

Legal organic: GMOs and GMO-derived products are prohibited in organic farming and processing; only adventitious and technically unavoidable traces
may occur, below existing labelling thresholds.

SOPA Prohibits breeding practices based on genetic engineering.

No other schemes mention gene editing or modification in the standards.

Legal baseline: Requires birds to be handled and caught in a way that avoids unnecessary pain, suffering, or injury.
RSPCA Assured Detailed requirements for catching broilers, including carrying methods, environmental conditions for catching, and husbandry
techniques.

No other schemes exceed this baseline.

Legal baseline: Keepers must hold a recognised certificate or equivalent experience, and animals must be cared for by a sufficient number of suitably
skilled and competent staff. For transport, slaughter, and on-farm killing, persons carrying out restraint, stunning, killing, bleeding, or
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related operations must hold a valid certificate of competence (or work under direct supervision with a temporary certificate),
with additional licensing required where these activities occur outside a slaughterhouse.

Red Tractor (all levels)

As baseline, staff must have refresher training as required to maintain competency.

RSPCA Assured

As baseline, all farm managers and assistant farm managers must have undertaken or be working towards suitable recognised validated
poultry training. Staff must be competent at recognising signs of poor and good health and welfare and treat chickens in a positive
manner.

Soil Association

As baseline, staff must have refresher training as required to maintain competency.

SOPA

As baseline, staff must have training annually to maintain competency.

Legal baseline:

No routine requirement; veterinary advice must be sought when necessary.

Red Tractor (all levels)

All farms must retain the services of a named veterinarian or practice; Flock Health Plan is required and reviewed at least annually. It is
unclear whether the review of a Flock Health Plan requires a visit from a vet, or whether this is allowed remotely, so it does not exceed
baseline legislation.

RSPCA Assured

All farms must retain the services of a named veterinarian or practice; a written Veterinary Health and Welfare Plan must be in place and
reviewed at least annually. Includes a requirement for monitoring key welfare outcomes.

Soil Association

Does not mention anything beyond the legal baseline.

SOPA

Legal baseline:

All farms must retain the services of a named veterinarian or practice; a written Animal Health Plan must be in place and reviewed at least
annually. It is unclear whether the review of the plan requires a visit from a vet, or whether this is allowed remotely, so it does not exceed
baseline legislation.

All chickens are to be inspected at least twice a day.

Red Tractor (all levels)

Flock inspection at least 2 times a day.

RSPCA Assured

Minimum 3 times a day.

wFou,

-
oL Animal Welfare.
;AW?)‘ Worldwide.



!,Fol,k
- Animal Welfare.

-
AW Worldwide.

Soil Association Minimum 3 times a day.

SOPA Minimum 3 times a day.

Legal baseline: Cannot transport animals in a way which causes, or is likely to cause, injury or unnecessary suffering.

No schemes exceed this baseline.

Legal baseline: No maximum period.

Red Tractor (all levels) No mention or limitation.

RSPCA Assured Transport duration < 4h.

Soil Association Does not exceed baseline but does require justification of journeys over 8h.
SOPA Time from loading to unloading can not exceed 8 h from start to finish.

Legal baseline: No maximum duration for time spent in lairage. Requirements for conditions are outlined.
Red Tractor (all levels) Held in lairage for a maximum of 6 h.
RSPCA Assured Held in lairage for a maximum of 4 h.

No other schemes set maximum periods of lairage.

Legal baseline: Animals must be stunned before slaughter, except where slaughter is carried out in accordance with Jewish or Islamic religious rites for
meat intended for Jewish or Muslim consumers.
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Red Tractor (all levels) Slaughter without stunning is prohibited.
RSPCA Assured Slaughter without stunning is prohibited.
Soil Association Slaughter without stunning is prohibited.
SOPA No mention.

Legal baseline: Stunning effectiveness must be monitored, with immediate re-stunning or killing if ineffective, and birds exposed to gas must not be
handled until confirmed dead.

No schemes exceed this baseline.

Legal baseline: UK law requires slaughterhouses to have written contingency (back-up) procedures and immediately available alternative stunning/killing
methods to be used if the primary method fails, with staff trained to apply them without delay.

No schemes exceed this baseline.

Legal baseline: Independent audits are not required.

Red Tractor (All levels) Compliance with the standards is demonstrated through third-party independent inspections.
RSPCA Assured Unannounced independent audits must be performed at least twice a year.

Legal organic: Requirement for annual independent audits.

Soil Association & SOPA Same as the organic legislative baseline.
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Legal baseline: Spot checks are not legislatively required on the farm but may be carried out during transportation and slaughter.

Red Tractor (Baseline) No mention of spot-checks.

Red Tractor (Enhanced) Mentions that spot-checks may be required.

Red Tractor (Enhanced) Mentions that spot-checks may be required in line with legislation to ensure marketing standards.

RSPCA Assured Requires audits to be unannounced.

Legal organic: Additional inspections may be unannounced, based on risk assessment.

Soil Association No mention of spot checks.

SOPA Carries out spot-check inspections that are announced or unannounced in line with legislation.

R e s
Legalbaseline: ~  Dailyand cumulative mortality rates (including culls) must be calculated; official veterinarians assess post-mortem findings for welfare

concerns and must promptly notify the keeper and authorities where mortality or inspection results indicate poor welfare.

Red Tractor (all levels) Mortality <5%; post-mortem inspection rejections =1.5%; Hock marking/pododermatitis levels £15%; Prompt intervention for sick or
injured birds; investigation triggered if daily house mortality exceeds 0.3%.

RSPCA Assured Extensive welfare outcome monitoring both on farm and at abattoir, including; injuries, hock burn, footpad dermatitis, breast blisters,
scratches, cleanliness, and emaciation.

Soil Association Developing welfare outcome measures, including panting, dirtiness, and walking ability.
SOPA No mention.
Red Tractor (all levels) Failure to meet standards results in a non-conformance; continued certification depends on corrective actions completed within

specified timeframes to the satisfaction of the certification body.

RSPCA Assured Welfare issues identified during audits must be corrected without delay, with processes in place to ensure non-compliances are rectified
and prevented from recurring in future audits.
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Soil Association Corrective actions must be submitted and approved for licence renewal; non-compliances attract proportionate sanctions, graded from
minor to critical or manifest infringement.

SOPA Non-compliances are recorded and notified; certification depends on timely completion of required corrective actions.
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Appendix 2
Detailed Comparison of Laying Hens Scheme Standards and Relevant Legislative Requirements

This table summarises the applicable UK legislative requirements and the corresponding scheme standards for each welfare indicator within the category. These details underpin
the legislative baseline comparison scorecard presented in Table 2.

Note. Limited standards were available for the British Lion Eggs scheme, so not all indicators were covered. Please refer to each indicator for specifics.

ENVIRONMENT

Legal baseline: Enriched cages: 1 hen/ 750cm? (600cm? must be usable).
Indoor: Max 9 birds/ m? of usable area.

Legal free-range: Open air: 1 hen/4m?, rotation paddocks: 1 hen/2.5m?.

RSPCA Assured (Baseline and  Indoor: Max 9 birds/ m? of usable area.
Free-Range) Outdoor (free-range): Birds 232 weeks 5m?/bird over the life of the flock (4m? at any one time); Birds <21 weeks, 1m?/bird.

No other schemes exceeded the legislative baseline (including British Lion Eggs).

Legal organic: Indoor: 6 birds/ m?; Outdoor: 1 bird/ 4m?.

Soil Association Indoor: 6 birds/ m?; Outdoor: 1 bird/ 4m?.

SOPA Indoor: 6 birds/ m?; Outdoor: 1 bird/10 m?2.

Legal baseline: No outdoor access required as baseline.

Legal free-range: Continuous daytime access to open-air runs, within 21 weeks of age.

RSPCA Assured (Baseline and  Baseline standards require verandas to be installed on all barn buildings by 1 May, 2030.
Free-Range) Free-range requirements are in line with legislation.

No other schemes exceeded the legislative baseline (including British Lion Eggs).
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Legal organic: Permanent access to open-air areas whenever the weather allows.

Soil Association & SOPA: Same as the organic legislative baseline.

Legal baseline: At least 1 nest per 7 hens, or nest space of at least 1 m?® per 120 hens if using group nests.
RSPCA Assured 2 1 per 5 hens if individual boxes, or 1m? of nesting substrate per 120 hens for group nesting.
Soil Association There is a potential typo in the standards, so the requirement is unclear.

SOPA Individual: 6 birds/ nest; Communal nests: 120cm?/ bird.

No other schemes exceeded the legislative baseline (including British Lion Eggs).

Legal baseline: = 15cm perches per hen
Soil Association Perches: 18cm/bird.
SOPA Perches: 18cm/bird.

No other schemes exceeded the legislative baseline (including British Lion Eggs).

Legal baseline: At least 250 cm? littered area per hen, covering = third of the ground surface; nest boxes; 120 birds/m?.

British Lion Egg As the legal baseline, plus 2 items of enrichment per 1000 birds.

Laid in Britain Same as the legal baseline.

RSPCA Assured As the legal baseline, plus 2 items of enrichment per 1000 birds.

Soil Association Enrichment is required if birds must be inside due to restrictions (2/500 birds).

SOPA During restrictions, birds must have access to roughage and suitable material to meet their ethological needs.
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Legal baseline: No thresholds in legislation, but the Code of Practice states: Ammonia < 20 parts per million; CO2 < 3,000 parts per million.

RSPCA Assured In addition to the legal baseline, inhalable dust should not exceed 10mg/m?®, and carbon monoxide should not exceed 50ppm.

No other schemes exceed this baseline (British Lion Egg standards were unavailable).

Legal baseline: No thresholds in legislation, but the Code of Practice states that the house temperature should be 17 — 25°C (adult layers), depending
on the system of production. Humidity 40 - 60% (up to 70 — 75% for short periods).

No schemes exceed this baseline (British Lion Egg standards were unavailable).

Legal baseline: Lighting must support normal activity and vision, follow a 24-hour light-dark cycle with an adequate uninterrupted dark period
(= 1/3 of the day), and provide dimming/twilight where possible to allow hens to settle.

RSPCA Assured =28 h continuous light and 26 h continuous darkness per 24 h; minimum 20 lux in open areas (reductions only as a last resort). Natural
daylight openings 23% of floor area in barn and free-range houses, with post-Oct 2025 builds/refurbishments requiring windows rather
than pop holes.

No other schemes exceed the legal baseline (including British Lion Egg).

HUSBANDRY

Legal baseline: No legal requirement for unwanted males, other than to cull humanely.

No other schemes exceed this baseline (British Lion Egg standards were unavailable).

Legal baseline: Beak trimming, dubbing, and laparoscopy are permitted.
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No other schemes exceed this baseline (British Lion Egg standards were unavailable).

Legal organic: Organic legislation does not permit routine mutilations, although it allows with permission from the competent authority.
Soil Association Meets baseline legislation as it allows beak-trimming with permission.

SOPA Beak trimming is prohibited.

Legal baseline: No breeds are prohibited in baseline legislation.

Legal organic: No breeds are prohibited; only a requirement for appropriate breeds to be chosen.

No other schemes exceed this baseline (British Lion Egg standards were unavailable).

Legal baseline: Genetically modified (transgenic) animals are subject to strict GMO controls and require case-by-case authorisation and risk
assessment before any environmental release or use in food production and are not in routine commercial farming in the UK.

Legal organic: GMOs and GMO-derived products are prohibited in organic farming and processing; only adventitious and technically unavoidable
traces may occur, below existing labelling thresholds.

SOPA Meets organic legislation but does specifically prohibit breeding practices based on genetic engineering.

No other schemes exceed this baseline (British Lion Egg standards were unavailable).

STOCKPERSONSHIP / HANDLING

Legal baseline: Requires animals to be handled and caught in a way that avoids unnecessary pain, suffering, or injury.

RSPCA Assured Detailed requirements for catching and carrying hens.

No other schemes exceed this baseline (British Lion Egg standards were unavailable).
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Legal baseline: Keepers must hold a recognised certificate or equivalent experience, and animals must be cared for by a sufficient number of suitably
skilled and competent staff. For transport, slaughter, and on-farm killing, persons carrying out restraint, stunning, killing, bleeding, or
related operations must hold a valid certificate of competence (or work under direct supervision with a temporary certificate),
with additional licensing required where these activities occur outside a slaughterhouse.

RSPCA Assured As baseline, plus requirement for an appointed, trained Poultry Welfare Officer, who is responsible for the implementation of the
animal welfare policy, and managers are responsible for implementing structured training programmes and ensuring
ongoing proficiency, with evidence available on request.

Soil Association As baseline, staff must have refresher training as required to maintain competency.

SOPA As baseline, staff must have training annually to maintain competency.

No other schemes exceed this baseline (British Lion Egg standards were unavailable).

Legal baseline: No routine requirement; veterinary advice must be sought when necessary.

Laid in Britain All farms must retain the services of a named veterinarian or practice; a Flock Health Plan must be in place and reviewed at least
annually. It does not specify whether this requires a visit.

RSPCA Assured All farms must retain the services of a named veterinarian or practice; a written Veterinary Health and Welfare Plan must be in place
and reviewed at least annually. Includes a requirement for monitoring key welfare outcomes.

Soil Association Does not mention anything beyond the legal baseline.

SOPA All farms must retain the services of a named veterinarian or practice; a written Animal Health Plan must be in place and reviewed at
least annually. It is not clear whether that entails a veterinary visit annually, so it does not exceed the legal baseline.

British Lion Egg standards were unavailable.

Legal baseline: All hens are to be inspected at least once a day.
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Laid in Britain Minimum 2 times a day.
RSPCA Assured Minimum 3 times a day.
Soil Association Minimum 3 times a day.
SOPA Minimum 3 times a day.

British Lion Egg standards were unavailable.

RANSPORT AND SLAUGHTER

Legal baseline: Cannot transport animals in a way which causes, or is likely to cause, injury or unnecessary suffering.

No schemes exceed this baseline (British Lion Egg standards were unavailable).

Legal baseline: No maximum period.

RSPCA Assured Transport duration (including loading) must be <8h.

Soil Association Does not exceed baseline but does require justification of journeys over 8h.
SOPA Time from loading to unloading cannot exceed 8 h from start to finish.

Legal baseline: No maximum duration for time spent in lairage. Requirements for conditions are outlined.

RSPCA Assured Held in lairage for a maximum of 4 h.

No other schemes exceed this baseline (British Lion Egg standards were unavailable).
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Legal baseline: Animals must be stunned before slaughter, except where slaughter is carried out in accordance with Jewish or Islamic religious rites
for meat intended for Jewish or Muslim consumers.

RSPCA Assured There is no specific prohibition of non-stun slaughter, but itis implied as required in all circumstances.
Soil Association Slaughter without stunning is prohibited.

SOPA No mention.

Legal baseline: Stunning effectiveness must be monitored, with immediate re-stunning or killing if ineffective.

No schemes exceed this baseline (British Lion Egg standards were unavailable).

Legal baseline: UK law requires slaughterhouses to have written contingency (back-up) procedures and immediately available alternative stunning/killing
methods to be used if the primary method fails, with staff trained to apply them without delay.

No schemes exceed this baseline (British Lion Egg standards were unavailable).

MONITORING AND ENFORCEMENT

Legal baseline: No requirement for independent audits.
Laid in Britain All farms require an independent audit annually.
RSPCA Assured Welfare outcome assessment to be performed by an independent body regularly.

British Lion Egg standards were unavailable.

Legal organic: Requirement for annual independent audits.

Soil Association & SOPA Same as the organic legislative baseline.
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Legal baseline: Spot checks are not legislatively required on the farm but may be carried out during transportation and slaughter.

No schemes exceed this baseline (British Lion Egg standards were unavailable).

Legal organic: Additional inspections may be unannounced, based on risk assessment.

Soil Association No mention of spot checks.

SOPA Carries out spot-check inspections that are announced or unannounced.

PR ———— . .
Legalbaseline: ~ Thenumber of mortalities found on each inspection is to be recorded.
Laid in Britain Mortalities are measured and recorded daily; multiple welfare outcomes are measured, including illness, injury and stress.

RSPCA Assured Feather loss and mortalities are measured and recorded regularly.

Soil Association Multiple welfare outcomes are measured, including feather loss and flightiness.

SOPA No mention

British Lion Egg standards were unavailable.

Laid in Britain Any non-critical non-conformances found during audits must be rectified within a timescale agreed by the scheme; any critical non-
conformances found will result in immediate suspension from the scheme until rectified and verified.

RSPCA Assured Any health/welfare issue identified as an area of concern by the Welfare Outcome Assessment must be included within the VHWP.

Soil Association Corrective actions must be submitted and approved for licence renewal; non-compliances attract proportionate sanctions, graded
from minor to critical or manifest infringement.

SOPA Non-compliances are recorded and notified; certification depends on the timely completion of required corrective actions.

British Lion Egg standards were unavailable.
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Appendix 3

Detailed Comparison of Turkeys Scheme Standards and Relevant Legislative Requirements

This table summarises the applicable UK legislative requirements and the corresponding scheme standards for each welfare indicator within the category. These details underpin
the legislative baseline comparison scorecard presented in Table 3.

Turkeys: Stocking Density

Legal baseline:

No stocking densities for turkeys in baseline legislation.

Legal free-range:

Free-range: 4m?/bird; Traditional free-range: <35 kg/m?; Outdoor space (all): 1 bird/4m? range

Red Tractor:

The formula for stocking density is based on weight, ranging from 17.3kg/m? for a 0.5kg poult, through to 59.1kg/m? for a 20kg adult.
Free-range: Indoor-25kg/m?; Outdoor- 4m?/head

RSPCA Assured

25kg/m?;
Free-range; to be compliant with legislation.

Legal organic:

Fixed Housing: 10 turkeys with a maximum of 21 kg liveweight/m?; Mobile Housing: 16 turkeys in mobile poultry houses with a
maximum of 30 kg liveweight/m?;
Outdoors: 10 turkeys/ha (in line with nitrogen limits); Static/fixed housing: 1 bird/10m?; Mobile housing: 1 bird/2.5m?

Soil Association

Same as the organic legislative baseline

SOPA

Fixed housing: 2birds/m?; Mobile housing- 3birds/m?; Outdoors: 800 birds/ha; Maximum 250 birds per housing unit.

Turkeys: Outdoor Access

Legal baseline:

No requirement for outdoor access.

Legal free-range:

Continuous access to open-air runs for at least half of their lifetime, and for a minimum of 8 hours per day.

Red Tractor:

No requirement for baseline or enhanced; Free-range standards in line with legislation with a minimum of 8 hours a day access to
range.

RSPCA Assured

No requirement for baseline; Free-range standards in line with legislation.
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Legal organic:

Permanent access to open-air areas, preferably pasture.

Soil Association & SOPA

Same as the organic legislative baseline.

Turkeys: Enrichment

Legal baseline:

No requirements in baseline legislation.

Red Tractor (all levels)

Enrichment to be provided from day 7 at the latest; Enrichment to be evenly spaced; 1 pecking object per 500 birds.

RSPCA Assured

Enrichment to be provided from day 14 at the latest; For every 500 birds, 1 large or 2 small straw bales; 2m perch space; 2 lengths of

rope; maintained and replaced throughout rearing period.

Soil Association

Litter to be provided for the indoor area, and roughage and enrichment if kept indoors due to restrictions.

SOPA

Litter (dry and friable); minimum perch space of 40cm/bird.

Turkeys: Air Quality

Legal baseline:

Air circulation, dust levels, temperature, relative air humidity and gas concentrations must be kept within limits which are not harmful

to the animals.

RSPCA Assured

In addition to the legal baseline, inhalable dust should not exceed 10mg/m?, the concentration of ammonia to not exceed 5ppm,

carbon dioxide not to exceed 5000 ppm, and carbon monoxide not to exceed 50 ppm at the bird's level.

No other schemes exceed this baseline.

Turkeys: Thermal Comfort

Legal baseline:

No thresholds for temperature.

No schemes exceed this baseline.

Turkeys: Lighting and Photoperiod

Legal baseline:

Artificial or natural light permitted, an appropriate period of rest from artificial lighting, and not permanent darkness. No requirement

for windows.
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Red Tractor (baseline) Minimum 10 lux in enclosed housing, measured at bird eye level, illuminating 280% of usable area; 24-h light-dark cycle with 26
h darkness, including 24 h uninterrupted.

Red Tractor (Free-Range) As baseline, plus a minimum of 8 hrs of continuous darkness, a minimum of 7 hours of natural daylight or artificial light.
RSPCA Assured Per 24 h: =28 h continuous light and a minimum of 8 h continuous darkness; natural daylight must be provided at all times.
Soil Association Artificial light may extend day length up to 16 h; birds must receive a continuous nocturnal rest period of at least 8 h.

SOPA Housing must have adequate natural lighting. Artificial lighting may only be used to prolong the day length up to a total of 16

hours, and the day must end at dusk.

Turkeys: Routine Mutilations

Legal baseline: Beak trimming; allowed solely to prevent feather pecking/cannibalism, before 10 days of age, on veterinary advice, by trained
personnel; <% of beak removed, with bleeding cauterised; Desnooding; <21 days; De-toeing; <3days (or with anaesthetic for >3
days).

Red Tractor Beak trimming by infrared on day-old poults.

RSPCA Assured Beak trimming by infrared on day-old poults.; Prohibits other forms of mutilations (claw/ toe trimming, desnooding and dewinging).

Legal organic: Routine mutilations are prohibited.

Soil Association & SOPA Same as the organic legislative baseline.

Turkeys: Breed Restrictions

Legal baseline: No breeds are prohibited in baseline legislation. Birds marketed as ‘Traditional Free-range’ must be from a slow-growing breed.
Red Tractor No restriction on breeds.
RSPCA Assured Advises producers to select strains that have good health and welfare characteristics and not to exploit limits of growth potential

if likely to result in poor welfare, but this is not mandatory.

Legal organic: Organic legislation requires ‘appropriate breeds to be chosen’.
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Soil Association Does not prohibit the use of any breeds but does require birds to either be from a slow-growing strain or slaughtered at a minimum age
of 140 days for males and 100 days for females.

SOPA Does not prohibit the use of any breeds.

Turkeys: Gene Editing/ Modifying

Legal baseline: Genetically modified (transgenic) animals are subject to strict GMO controls and require case-by-case authorisation and risk
assessment before any environmental release or use in food production and are not in routine commercial farming in the UK.

Legal organic: GMOs and GMO-derived products are prohibited in organic farming and processing; only adventitious and technically unavoidable
traces may occur, below existing labelling thresholds.

SOPA Prohibits breeding practices based on genetic engineering.

No other schemes mention gene editing or modification in the standards.

Turkeys: Handling / Catching Methods

Legal baseline: Requires birds to be handled and caught in a way that avoids unnecessary pain, suffering, or injury.

RSPCA Assured Turkeys must not be caught or carried by a single leg.

No other schemes exceed this baseline.

Turkeys: Staff Training/ Competence

Legal baseline: Keepers must hold a recognised certificate or equivalent experience, and animals must be cared for by a sufficient number of suitably
skilled and competent staff. For transport, slaughter, and on-farm killing, persons carrying out restraint, stunning, killing, bleeding, or
related operations must hold a valid certificate of competence (or work under direct supervision with a temporary certificate),
with additional licensing required where these activities occur outside a slaughterhouse.

Red Tractor As baseline, staff must have refresher training as required to maintain competency. Staff must have skills and knowledge in bird
behaviour, fear reactions, signs of good and poor health, and correct handling.
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RSPCA Assured

As baseline, staff must be competent at recognising signs of poor and good health and welfare and treat chickens in a positive and
compassionate manner.

Soil Association

As baseline, staff must have refresher training as required to maintain competency.

SOPA

As baseline, staff must have training annually to maintain competency.

Turkeys: Health/ Veterinary Checks

Legal baseline:

No routine requirement: veterinary advice must be sought when necessary.

Red Tractor All farms must retain the services of a named veterinarian or practice; Flock Health Plan is required and reviewed at least annually. It
is unclear whether the review of a Flock Health Plan requires a visit from a vet, or whether this is allowed remotely, so it does not
exceed baseline legislation.

RSPCA Assured All farms must retain the services of a named veterinarian or practice; a written Veterinary Health and Welfare Plan must be in place

and reviewed at least annually. It is unclear whether the review of the Health Plan requires a visit from a vet, or whether this is allowed
remotely, so it does not exceed baseline legislation.

Soil Association

Does not mention anything beyond the legal baseline.

SOPA

All farms must retain the services of a named veterinarian or practice; a written Animal Health Plan must be in place and reviewed at
least annually. It is unclear whether the review of the plan requires a visit from a vet, or whether this is allowed remotely, so it does not
exceed baseline legislation.

Turkeys: Welfare Checks

Legal baseline:

All animals are to be inspected at least twice a day.

Red Tractor

Flock inspection at least 2 times a day.

RSPCA Assured

Minimum 3 times a day.

Soil Association

Minimum 3 times a day.

SOPA

Minimum 3 times a day.
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No other schemes exceed the legal baseline.

Turkeys: Fitness for Transport / Slaughter

Legal baseline: Cannot transport animals in a way which causes, or is likely to cause, injury or unnecessary suffering.

No schemes exceed this baseline.

Turkeys: Maximum Transport Duration

Legal baseline: No maximum period.
Red Tractor No mention or limitation
RSPCA Assured Brooding site to finishing site (start of loading to last bird unloaded) <6h; Transport to slaughter- time from when birds leave farm to

arriving at slaughterhouse <4h.

Soil Association Does not exceed baseline but does require justification of journeys over 8h.

SOPA Time from loading to unloading can not exceed 8 h from start to finish.

Turkeys: Lairage

Legal baseline: No maximum duration for time spent in lairage. Requirements for conditions are outlined.
Red Tractor (all levels) Held in lairage for a maximum of 6 h.
RSPCA Assured Held in lairage for a maximum of 3 h.

No other schemes set maximum periods of lairage.

Turkeys: Stunning Required?

Legal baseline: Animals must be stunned before slaughter, except where slaughter is carried out in accordance with Jewish or Islamic religious rites
for meat intended for Jewish or Muslim consumers.
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Red Tractor (all levels) Slaughter without stunning is prohibited.
RSPCA Assured Unlike other schemes, these standards do not specifically prohibit slaughter without stunning. Although it is recognised that thisis a
core value of the scheme, and therefore likely to be required. At face value, the standards do not exceed legislation.
Soil Association Slaughter without stunning is prohibited.
SOPA No mention

Turkeys: Stunning Effectiveness / Monitoring

Legal baseline: Stunning effectiveness must be monitored, with immediate re-stunning or killing if ineffective, and birds exposed to gas must not be
handled until confirmed dead.

No schemes exceed this baseline.

Turkeys: Emergency / Backup Procedures

Legal baseline: UK law requires slaughterhouses to have written contingency (backup) procedures and immediately available alternative
stunning/killing methods to be used if the primary method fails, with staff trained to apply them without delay.

No schemes exceed this baseline.

Turkeys: Independent Auditing

Legal baseline: Independent audits are not required.

Red Tractor No mention in the standards, but the website says they audit every 18 months. Does not exceed as it is not in the standards.
RSPCA Assured Welfare audits are required at least once per flock by an independent body.

Legal organic: Requirement for annual independent audits.

Soil Association & SOPA Same as the organic legislative baseline.
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Legal baseline: Spot checks are not legislatively required on the farm, but may be carried out during transportation and slaughter.
Red Tractor No mention of spot-checks.
RSPCA Assured Requires audits to be unannounced.
Soil Association No mention of spot checks.
SOPA Carries out spot-check inspections that are announced or unannounced in line with legislation.

Turkeys: Welfare Outcome Monitoring and Response

Legal baseline: Daily and cumulative mortality rates (including culls) must be calculated; official veterinarians assess post-mortem findings for welfare
concerns and must promptly notify the keeper and authorities where mortality or inspection results indicate poor welfare.

Red Tractor Daily and cumulative mortality to be recorded; Signs of pododermatitis must be monitored and recorded.

RSPCA Assured Extensive welfare outcome monitoring both on farm and at abattoir, including footpad burn, breast blisters, back scratches, and dirty
feathers. If the mortality level within a house is in excess of 0.5% in any 24 hours, a veterinary investigation must be made. If injuries are found,
a programme of preventative action must be specified in the VHWP.

Soil Association In line with legislation; must keep details of mortalities.

SOPA No mention

Turkeys: Corrective Actions and Sanctions (relevant to schemes only)

Red Tractor Failure to meet standards results in a non-conformance; continued certification depends on corrective actions completed within
specified timeframes to the satisfaction of the certification body.

RSPCA Assured Welfare issues identified during audits must be corrected without delay, with processes in place to ensure non-compliances are rectified and
prevented from recurring in future audits.

Soil Association Corrective actions must be submitted and approved for licence renewal; non-compliances attract proportionate sanctions, graded from minor
to critical or manifest infringement.

SOPA Non-compliances are recorded and notified; certification depends on the timely completion of required corrective actions.
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Appendix 4

Detailed Comparison of Pigs Scheme Standards and Relevant Legislative Requirements

This table summarises the applicable UK legislative requirements and the corresponding scheme standards for each welfare indicator within the category. These details underpin
the legislative baseline comparison scorecard presented in Table 4.

ENVIRONMENT

Legal baseline:

Group housing (Indoor):
Sows and gilts: Gilts after service: 21.64m?/pig; Pregnant sow: 22.25m?/pig; if <6 pigs +10%; 240 pigs -10%

Weaners and rearing pigs: Min unobstructed floor area/pig: <10 kg: 0.15 m?; 10-20 kg: 0.20 m?; 20-30 kg: 0.30 m?; 30-50 kg: 0.40 m>;
50-85 kg: 0.55 m?; 85-110 kg: 0.65 m?; 110 kg: 1.00 m?

Boars: Min unobstructed floor area/boar: 6m?

Farrowing pens and individual stalls/pens: The internal area is not less than the square of the length of the pig, and no internal side is
less than 75% of the length of the pig, the length of the pig in each case being measured from the tip of its snout to the base of its tail
while it is standing with its back straight.

Red Tractor

Indoor: Requirements for all stages are the same as baseline.

Outdoor: Breeding animals 30 pigs/ ha, exceeding baseline legislation, which has no outdoor stocking density.

RSPCA Assured

Growing pigs: Live weight (kg)/ total area (m?): 10kg/0.15m?, 20kg/ 0.225m?, 30kg/0.30m?, 40kg/0.40m?, 50kg/0.47m?, 60kg/0.55m?,
70kg/0.61m?, 80kg/0.675m?, 90kg/0.715m?, 100kg/0.75m?, 110kg/0.80m?

Dry sows: Min total floor area: 3.5m?/sow for mature animals, 2.5m?/gilt for first and second parity animals
Boar pens: Minimum lying area of 7.5m?

Indoor farrowing system/pen: Minimum pen size must be at least 5m?
Outdoor breeding pigs: Shelter (lying area): = 1.5 m? per sow; = 1.0 m” per gilt (1st/2nd parity); Maximum stocking density: < 30 adult
pigs per hectare (paddock space).

" Fo”g

-
eod

Animal Welfare.
Worldwide.



!FO'JR

~

A

Animal Welfare.

Worldwide.
Outdoor growing pigs: = 12 m? per pig where accommodation is moved after each batch; = 40 m” per pig where accommodation is not
moved after each batch
QMSs Indoor: requirements for all stages are the same as the legal baseline.

Legal organic:

Farrowing sows (with piglets up to 40 days): Indoor: 7.5m?/sow; Outdoor: 2.5m?*/sow
Piglets (>40 days to 30 kg): Indoor: 0.6m?*/piglet; Outdoor: 0.4m?/piglet

Fattening pigs: Indoor: <50kg 0.8m?; <85kg 1.1m?; <110kg 1.3m?; 2110kg 1.5m?
Fattening pigs: Outdoor: <50kg 0.6m?; <85kg 0.8m?; <110kg 1.0m?; 2110kg 1.2m?
Breeding pigs: Gilt/Sow: Indoor: 2.5m?/pig; Outdoor: 1.9m?/pig; Boar: Indoor: 6m?

Soil Association & SOPA

Same as the organic legislative baseline.

Legal baseline:

There is no legal requirement for outdoor access

No schemes require outdoor access.

Legal organic:

Permanent access to open-air areas

Soil Association & SOPA

Same as the organic legislative baseline.

Legal baseline:

All pigs must have permanent access to a sufficient quantity of material such as straw, hay, wood, sawdust, mushroom compost, peat or a
mixture of such.

In the week before the expected farrowing time, sows and gilts must be given suitable nesting material in sufficient quantity, unless this is
not technically feasible due to the slurry system in use.

Red Tractor

Prohibits reliance on marginal objects (e.g., chains) unless provided in addition to ‘optimal’ or ‘suboptimal’ enrichment (e.g., straw).
Requires nest-building materials 24h before farrowing, regardless of the slurry system.

RSPCA Assured

Permanent access to sufficient, effective enrichment materials (e.g. straw, silage), with additional or alternative materials provided if
injurious or abnormal behaviours occur. Reflecting existing legal requirements without introducing higher thresholds or mandatory material
types.
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QMS Permanent access to sufficient, effective enrichment materials (e.g. straw, silage), with additional or alternative materials provided if
injurious or abnormal behaviours occur. More than one type of enrichment should be provided where vice behaviours are exhibited.

Soil Association & SOPA Same as the organic legislative baseline.

Legal baseline: Sows and gilts may be solitary housed from seven days before the predicted day of farrowing until any piglets are weaned or fostered.

Red Tractor Permits the use of farrowing crates as per legislation.

RSPCA Assured Sows may be individually housed around farrowing, but not in close confinement systems.

QMSs Permits the use of farrowing crates as per legislation.

Legal organic: Sows may be individually housed around farrowing, permitting loose farrowing pens or outdoor arcs. Outdoor access must be maintained.
Soil Association & SOPA Same as the organic legislative baseline.

Legal baseline: Farrowing crates are permitted.

Red Tractor Permits the use of farrowing crates as per legislation.

RSPCA Assured Prohibits the use of farrowing crates.

QMSs Permits the use of farrowing crates as per legislation.

Legal organic: Requires 7.5m? per sow, substantially larger than traditional close confinement crates.
Soil Association Specifically prohibits farrowing crates.

SOPA Meets organic legislative requirements.

Legal baseline: No maximum limits for ammonia, dust or CO..

Red Tractor Same as legislative baseline.
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RSPCA Assured In addition to the legal baseline, inhalable dust should not exceed 10mg/m?®, and carbon monoxide should not exceed 20ppm.

No other schemes exceed this baseline.

Legal baseline: No thresholds in legislation.
RSPCA Assured Sets detailed temperature ranges for pigs at different stages.
QMSs Sets detailed temperature ranges for pigs at different stages.

No other schemes exceed this baseline.

Legal baseline: In artificially lit buildings, lighting with an intensity of at least 40 lux must be provided for a minimum period of 8 hours per day. Where the natural light
available in a building is insufficient to meet the physiological or ethological needs of any animals being kept in it, appropriate artificial lighting must
be provided. Animals kept in buildings must not be kept without an appropriate period of rest from artificial lighting.

Red Tractor =8 h continuous light and 26 h continuous darkness per 24 h; minimum 40 lux at pig head height.

RSPCA Assured 28 h continuous light and 26 h continuous darkness per 24 h; minimum 50 lux at pig head height.

No other schemes exceed the legal baseline.

HUSBANDRY

Legal baseline: No explicit mention or prohibition of dietary restriction (e.g., for sows).

No schemes exceed this baseline.

Legal baseline: 28 days with allowance for 21 days in all-in/all-out systems.
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No schemes exceed baseline legislation.

Legal organic: 40 days.
Soil Association 40 days.
SOPA Same as organic legislation.

Legal baseline: Permits castration (anaesthesia and analgesia if >7 days old), vasectomy (with anaesthesia), tail docking when other measures failed to prevent tail-
biting (anaesthesia and analgesia if >7 days), tooth reduction (<7 days following failed management changes), nose-ringing in outdoor systems, and
tusk trimming (when required for safety).

Red Tractor Prohibits surgical castration; Requires documented evidence justifying the need for tail docking/ teeth reduction and to be
performed only upon written veterinary approval.

RSPCA Assured Prohibits surgical castration, permits use of Improvac on male pigs but requires RSPCA and veterinary approval; RSPCA and
veterinary approval required for teeth reduction and tail docking, and only performed within first 48h of life.

QMSs Prohibits any form of castration. Requires documented evidence justifying the need for tail docking/ teeth reduction and to be performed only upon
written veterinary approval.

Legal organic: Routine mutilations are not permitted, but can be performed on a case-by-case basis.
Soil Association Meets organic legislation as it allows castration, teeth grinding and tail docking with permission.
SOPA Prohibits tail docking, tooth cutting, castration, and nose ringing.

Legal baseline: No breeds are prohibited in baseline legislation.

Legal organic: No breeds are prohibited, only a requirement for appropriate breeds to be chosen.

No schemes exceed baseline legislation.
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Legal baseline: Genetically modified (transgenic) animals are subject to strict GMO controls and require case-by-case authorisation and risk assessment before any
environmental release or use in food production and are not in routine commercial farming in the UK.

Legal organic: GMOs and GMO-derived products are prohibited in organic farming and processing; only adventitious and technically unavoidable traces may occur,
below existing labelling thresholds.

SOPA Meets organic legislation but does specifically prohibit breeding practices based on genetic engineering.

None of the other schemes mention gene editing or modification.

STOCKPERSONSHIP / HANDLING

Legal baseline: Requires animals to be handled and caught in a way that avoids unnecessary pain, suffering, or injury. Electric goads are permitted on adult pigs who
refuse to move as a last resort.

Red Tractor Prohibits the use or presence of goads on the farm.
RSPCA Assured Prohibits the use or presence of goads on the farm or at the slaughterhouse.
QMS Prohibits the use of goads on the farm.

No other schemes exceed this baseline.

Legal baseline: Keepers must hold a recognised certificate or equivalent experience, and animals must be cared for by a sufficient number
of suitably skilled and competent staff. For transport, slaughter, and on-farm killing, persons carrying out restraint, stunning, killing,
bleeding, or related operations must hold a valid certificate of competence (or work under direct supervision with a temporary
certificate), with additional licensing required where these activities occur outside a slaughterhouse.

Red Tractor As baseline, staff must have refresher training as required to maintain competency.

RSPCA Assured As baseline, plus the requirement for an appointed, trained Animal Welfare Officer, who is responsible for the implementation of the
animal welfare policy, and managers are responsible for implementing structured training programmes and ensuring
ongoing proficiency, with evidence available on request.
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QMS

As baseline, staff must have refresher training as required to maintain competency. The training is revised every two years.

Soil Association

As baseline, staff must have refresher training as required to maintain competency.

SOPA

As baseline, staff must have training annually to maintain competency.

Legal baseline:

No routine requirement; veterinary advice must be sought when necessary.

Red Tractor

Requires a veterinary health plan for proactive management and improvement of the health and welfare of livestock. Quarterly
visits (no more than 20 weeks apart) from the vet are required.

RSPCA Assured

Veterinary visits are required quarterly.

QMS

Requires a veterinary health plan for proactive management and improvement of the health and welfare of livestock. Quarterly visits
from the vet are required.

Soil Association

Does not mention anything beyond the legal baseline.

SOPA

All farms must retain the services of a named veterinarian or practice; a written Animal Health Plan must be in place and reviewed at
least annually. It is not clear whether that entails a veterinary visit annually, so it does not exceed baseline legislation.

Legal baseline:

All pigs are to be inspected at least once a day.

Red Tractor

Same as legal baseline.

RSPCA Assured

Minimum 2 times a day.

QMS

Same as legal baseline

Soil Association

Minimum 2 times a day.

SOPA

Checked twice a day.
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RANSPORT AND SLAUGHTER

Legal baseline:

Cannot transport animals in a way which causes, or is likely to cause, injury or unnecessary suffering.

No schemes exceed this baseline.

Legal baseline:

Maximum journey time of 8h unless the transporting vehicle meets various additional requirements to do with bedding, access,
availability of water, and ventilation. Pigs may be transported for a maximum of 24h with continuous access to liquid. Piglets <10kg
maximum of 8h.

Red Tractor Same as baseline legislation.
RSPCA Assured Transport duration (including loading and unloading) must be <8h.
QMS Same as legal baseline.

Soil Association

Does not exceed baseline but does require justification of journeys over 8h (including loading and unloading).

SOPA

Time from loading to unloading cannot exceed 8 h from start to finish.

Legal baseline:

No maximum duration for time spent in lairage. Requirements for conditions are outlined but no stipulation regarding mixing
unfamiliar individuals.

No schemes exceed this baseline.

Legal baseline:

Animals must be stunned before slaughter, except where slaughter is carried out in accordance with Jewish or Islamic religious rites
for meat intended for Jewish or Muslim consumers- not relevant to pork.

Red Tractor

Slaughter without stunning is prohibited.

RSPCA Assured

Slaughter without stunning is prohibited.
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QMS No mention.
Soil Association Slaughter without stunning is prohibited.
SOPA No mention

Legal baseline: Stunning effectiveness must be monitored, with immediate re-stunning or killing if ineffective.

No schemes exceed this baseline.

Legal baseline: UK law requires slaughterhouses to have written contingency (back-up) procedures and immediately available alternative
stunning/killing methods to be used if the primary method fails, with staff trained to apply them without delay.

No schemes exceed this baseline.

MONITORING AND ENFORCEMENT

Legal baseline: Independent audits not required.

Red Tractor Whilst not included in the standards, the website states that independent audits are performed up to every 18 months. Does not
exceed as itis not in the standards.

RSPCA Assured Welfare Outcome Assessments must be performed, and ideally carried out at least every 12 months by an independent body.
QMSs Welfare assessments must take place a minimum of three times a year, this can be carried out in line with the quarterly veterinary
visits.
Legal organic: Requirement for annual independent audits.
Soil Association & SOPA Same as the organic legislative baseline.
!!-Fo'/g
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Legal baseline:

Spot checks are not legislatively required on the farm, but may be carried out during transportation and slaughter.

Red Tractor No mention of spot checks.
RSPCA Assured No mention of spot checks.
QMS Scheme members may be subject to spot checks, announced or unannounced. Notice will be 24-48 hours prior.

Legal organic:

Additional inspections may be unannounced, based on risk assessment.

Soil Association

No mention of spot checks.

SOPA

Carries out spot-check inspections that are announced or unannounced in line with legislation.

Legal baseline:

The number of mortalities found on each inspection is to be recorded.

Red Tractor Issues with tail biting, ear biting, and flank biting were recorded and managed.
RSPCA Assured Extensive welfare outcome monitoring, including for mortalities, body condition, injuries and lameness.
QMS Extensive welfare outcome monitoring, including mortalities, injuries, lameness, tail lesions and facial necrosis.

Soil Association

Multiple welfare outcomes are measured, including enrichment use, lameness, and tail lesions.

SOPA No mention

Red Tractor Farms that demonstrate poor compliance may face more frequent assessments, including unannounced visits, and possible
suspension or removal from the scheme.

RSPCA Assured Clear policy regarding corrective actions and sanctions for non-compliance.

QMS Farms that demonstrate poor compliance may face more frequent assessments.
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Soil Association Corrective actions must be submitted and approved for licence renewal; non-compliances attract proportionate sanctions, graded
from minor to critical or manifest infringement.

SOPA Non-compliances are recorded and notified; certification depends on the timely completion of required corrective actions.
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Appendix 5
Detailed Comparison of Beef Cattle Scheme Standards and Relevant Legislative Requirements

This table summarises the applicable UK legislative requirements and the corresponding scheme standards for each welfare indicator within the category. These details underpin
the legislative baseline comparison scorecard presented in Table 5.

Legal baseline: Group housed calves: 21.5 m?% calf <150 kg; 22 m?/ calf 2150 - 200 kg; and =3 m? calf / =200 kg.
Nothing for adults.

Red Tractor Loose housing for suckler cows: 400kg/4.9m?; 500kg/5.85m?;
Loose housing for calves: 50-84kg/1.5m?; 85-140kg/1.8m?; 140-200kg/2.4m? (exceeding baseline for 85kg-200kg calves);
Loose housing for finishing stock: 200--299kg/3m?; 300-399kg/3.95m?; 400-499kg/4.9m?; 500-599kg/5.85m?; 600-
699kg/6.8m?; Red Tractor exceeds baseline by specifying stocking densities for adults. It does not specify any outdoor stocking densities.

Pasture for Life Indoor: <100kg/2.6m?; 101- 200kg/4.4 m?; 201- 350kg/7.0 m?; 351 —500kg/8.7 m?;>500kg/(1.75m2/100kg)
RSPCA Assured Bull pens: 1m? per 60kg

Straw Yard Allowances: <100kg/3.3m?; 101-199kg/5m?; 200-299kg/6m?; 300-399kg/7m?; 400-499kg/8m?; 500-599kg/8.5m?; 600-
699kg/9m?; 700-799kg/10m?; >800kg/11m?

Cubicle size requirements included, and for cubicle-housed cattle, 6m? loafing space per animal is required.

QMS Loose housing for calves: same as legislation baseline. Loose housing for finishing stock: 200--299kg/3m?; 300-399kg/3.95m?; 400-
499kg/4.9m?; 500-599kg/5.85m?; 600-699kg/6.8m?. Loose Housing for suckler cows: <500kg/5m?; 500-600kg/6m?; >600kg/6.5m?. Calf pen
size: <60kg 1m x 1.5m; 60-80kg- 1m x 1.8m. It does not specify any outdoor stocking densities.

Legal organic: Breeding and fattening bovine Indoors: <100kg: 1.5m?* head; <200kg: 2.5m?*/ head; <350kg: 4m?/head; >350kg: 5 with a minimum of 1
m?/100 kg

Breeding and fattening bovine Outdoors: <100kg: 1.1m?*head; <200kg: 1.9m2/head; <350kg: 3m?/head

>350kg:3.7m? (with a minimum of 0.75m?/100 kg)
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Bulls for breeding: 10m?/head indoors, 30m?/head outdoors.

Soil Association

Breeding and fattening: <100kg- 2.6m?/head; <200kg- 4.4m?/head; <350kg- 7m?*/head; over 350kg- 8.7m?*/head (with a minimum of
1.75m?/100kg)

Bulls for breeding: 40m?/per head

To comply with the 170kg of nitrogen/ha/year limit producers cannot exceed: Calves <2mths 21/ha; Beef cows/steers 2-12mths 5/ha; Beef
cows/steers 12-24mths 3/ha; Beef cows/steers >24mths for slaughter 3/ha; Females >24mths for breeding, < 500kg 3/ha; Females from
24 months for breeding, > 500kg 2/ha; Bulls, non-breeding >2mths 3/ha; Bulls for breeding, 2-24mths 3/ha; Bulls for breeding >24mths
4/ha.

SOPA

Matches the organic legislative baseline.

Legal baseline:

There is no legal requirement for outdoor access.

Red Tractor

No requirement.

Pasture for Life

Access to pasture, weather permitting, zero-grazing systems prohibited.

RSPCA Assured

Access to pasture during the grass-growing season, for > 4 hours per day.

QMS

No requirement.

Legal organic:

Permanent access to open-air areas whenever weather and ground conditions allow.

Soil Association & SOPA:

Same as organic legislative baseline.

Legal baseline:

No legal requirement for enrichment.

Pasture for Life

Housed animals should be provided with enrichments (e.g., cow brushes, suggested ratio: 1/50 animals).

RSPCA Assured

Environmental enrichment must be provided for all cattle when housed (e.g., short lengths of chain securely attached to gates/pen sides
and brushes).
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No other scheme exceeds legislation.

Legal baseline: No maximum limits for ammonia, dust or CO-.

RSPCA Assured Ammonia must not exceed 25ppm, and dust must not exceed 10mg/m?.

No other schemes exceed this baseline.

Legal baseline: No thresholds in legislation.

Red Tractor Meets baseline legislation.

Pasture for Life Must have access to shade and/or shelter to maintain thermal comfort —in line with legislation.

RSPCA Assured Comfortable temperatures can range between —15°C and +25°C for healthy adult cattle. For calves, the thermal environment should not

have a temperature below +7°C (unless clean calf jackets are applied) or above +25°C. Provisions needed to protect from heat stress,
including the provision of artificial shade or allowing animals access to buildings.

QMS Must have access to shade and/or shelter to maintain thermal comfort, in line with legislation.
Soil Association Shade provision should allow animals to reduce at least 30 - 50% of their total heat load, and can be natural or artificial.
SOPA Meets baseline legislation.

Legal baseline: Where calves are kept in an artificially lit building, artificial lighting must be provided for a period at least equivalent to the period of natural
light normally available between 9.00 am and 5.00 pm.

Red Tractor Housing must be lit during normal daylight hours (natural or artificial) to allow normal behaviours, rest and effective inspection of
livestock. A period of rest from artificial lighting is provided daily.

Pasture for Life Housed animals must have access to natural light. Where artificial light is used, it must not extend the daylength beyond 16 hours.
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RSPCA Assured Housed cows must have access for the normal period of daylight hours to an area lit to a level of 200 lux at cattle eye level. During
housing, a period of low-level lighting must be provided to promote resting behaviour.
QMSs Housing must be lit during normal daylight hours (natural or artificial) to allow normal behaviours, rest and effective inspection of
livestock. A period of rest from artificial lighting is provided daily.
Soil Association Housing must permit plentiful natural light to enter.
SOPA Housing must have adequate natural lighting.

Legal baseline: No weaning age.

Red Tractor Calves to be provided with at least two milk feeds a day until 28 days and not weaned before 5 weeks of age.

Pasture for Life Calves must not be weaned off milk before they are 12 weeks of age.

RSPCA Assured Calves must not be weaned before 8 weeks of age, unless on veterinary advice.

QMSs Calves to be provided with at least two milk feeds a day until 28 days and not weaned before 5 weeks of age.

Legal organic: Remain on maternal/ natural milk for a minimum of 3 months.

Soil Association & SOPA Same as the organic legislative baseline.

Legal baseline: Permits: Castration (rubber ring or other device, under 7 days with no anaesthetic, other methods and over 2 mo anaesthetic

required); Embryo collection or transfer by a surgical method (anaesthetic required); Ovum transplantation, including ovum
collection (anaesthetic required); Vasectomy (anaesthetic required); Dehorning (anaesthetic required);
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Disbudding (<6 mo, or =7 days for chemical cauterisation (no anaesthetic), other methods require anaesthetic); Removal of
supernumerary teats (anaesthetic when 23mo).
Red Tractor Disbudding- chemical cauterisation (same as legislation), by other methods (e.g., hot iron), <2 mo (exceeding legislation by lowering age

limit);

Dehorning- <5 mo by competent stock person, > 5 months by vet (must not be done routinely).

Pasture for Life

Disbudding- chemical cauterisation (not recommended), other methods (e.g. hot iron), <7 days (exceeding legislation by lowering age
limit); Dehorning- (not recommended, suggests trimming insensitive part of the horn tip); Castration- elastration/rubber ring, <7 days;
Clamp/Bloodless e.g. burdizzo, or any other method <2mo; when animal is over 2 months of age-only by a vet.

RSPCA Assured Removal of supernumerary teats (with anaesthetic) <6w; Disbudding <5w, or as soon as a prominent bud has formed, using a hot
iron (with anaesthesia); Castration by rubber ring after 24 h of age and <7 days, by Burdizzo clamp after 24 h of age and <2 mo, by surgical
castration by a veterinary surgeon after 24 h of age and <2 mo (with anaesthesia).
Dehorning — by a veterinary surgeon and not routine.

QMSs Dehorning- not recommended, suggests trimming insensitive part of the horn tip; Disbudding- chemical cauterisation (not recommended)

<7 days, other methods (e.g. hotiron) <2mths; Castration- by rubber ring <7 days, by clamp <2mths, any other methods (with
anaesthesia) <2mths, when animals is over 2 months of age-only by a vet.

Legal organic:

Mutilations to be kept to a minimum.

Soil Association

Meets organic legislation as it allows mutilations for safety reasons and with veterinary permission.

SOPA

Meets organic legislation as it allows mutilations for safety reasons and with veterinary permission.

Legal baseline:

No breeds are prohibited in baseline legislation.

Pasture for Life

Breeds must be suitable for 100% pasture for life systems.

RSPCA Assured

Breeders must not breed double muscled bulls with: a) double muscled cows, or b) heifers.

No other schemes exceed legislation.
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Legal organic:

No breeds are prohibited; only a requirement for appropriate breeds to be chosen.

Soil Association

Must give preference to indigenous breeds and strains. Must choose breeds or strains that: a) are suitable to local conditions, b) avoid the
need for the mutilation of animals, c) have vitality and resistance to disease, including specific health problems or diseases associated
with some breeds or strains used in intensive production.

SOPA

No mention of breed requirements in the standards.

Legal baseline:

Genetically modified (transgenic) animals are subject to strict GMO controls and require case-by-case authorisation and risk assessment
before any environmental release or use in food production, and are not in routine commercial farming in the UK.

Pasture for Life

Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) or derivatives of GMOs are specifically prohibited.

RSPCA Assured

The use of genetically modified and/or cloned animals, and their offspring, is prohibited.

No other schemes mention or exceed legislation.

Legal organic:

GMOs and GMO-derived products are prohibited in organic farming and processing; only adventitious and technically unavoidable traces
may occur, below existing labelling thresholds.

Soil Association

Meets organic legislation.

SOPA

Meets organic legislation and specifically prohibits breeding practices based on genetic engineering.

Legal baseline:

Requires animals to be handled and caught in a way that avoids unnecessary pain, suffering, or injury. Electric goads are permitted on
adult bovines who refuse to move as a last resort.

Red Tractor

Use of electric goads is prohibited.

Pasture for Life

Use of electric goads is prohibited.

Foy,

R
Animal Welfare.
AWX  Worldwide.

Ya



r’o(,k

P
< Animal Welfare.

AWK Worldwide.
RSPCA Assured As baseline, plus the use of sticks (for hitting) is prohibited, and electric goads must not be present or used on any site.
QMSs Use of goads or sticks is prohibited.

Soil Association

Use of electric goads is prohibited.

SOPA

Legal baseline:

As baseline.

Keepers must hold a recognised certificate or equivalent experience, and animals must be cared for by a sufficient number of suitably
skilled and competent staff. For transport, slaughter, and on-farm killing, persons carrying out restraint, stunning, killing, bleeding, or
related operations must hold a valid certificate of competence (or work under direct supervision with a temporary certificate),

with additional licensing required where these activities occur outside a slaughterhouse.

Red Tractor

As baseline, staff must have refresher training as required to maintain competency.

RSPCA Assured As baseline, plus the requirement for an appointed, trained Animal Welfare Officer, who is responsible for the implementation of the
animal welfare policy, and managers are responsible for implementing structured training programmes and ensuring
ongoing proficiency, with evidence available on request.

QMSs As baseline, staff must have refresher training as required to maintain competency.

Soil Association

As baseline, staff must have refresher training as required to maintain competency.

SOPA

As baseline, staff must have training annually to maintain competency.

Legal baseline:

No routine requirement; veterinary advice must be sought when necessary.

Red Tractor

A written Health Plan must be established and implemented. The plan is signhed, dated and reviewed annually by the vet. The nominated
vet/vet practice must visit the farm at least annually, unless a DEFRA Health and Welfare annual review visit has occurred within the last
12 months.
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Pasture for Life A written Health Plan must be prepared in consultation with the farm’s vet or other expert advisor. It is not clear whether that entails a
veterinary visit annually, so it does not exceed baseline legislation.

RSPCA Assured Must have a Veterinary Health and Welfare Plan written in consultation with the attending veterinarian and potentially other qualified
persons. The plan is to be reviewed and updated at least annually. One veterinary visit per year for finishing units and two per year for
breeding units.

QMS All farms must retain the services of a named veterinarian or practice. A written health and welfare plan must be established and
implemented. One annual veterinary visit per year.

Soil Association Does not mention anything beyond the legal baseline.

SOPA All farms must retain the services of a named veterinarian or practice; a written Animal Health Plan must be in place and reviewed at

least annually. It is not clear whether that entails a veterinary visit annually, so it does not exceed baseline legislation.

Legal baseline: Animals kept in husbandry systems in which their welfare depends on frequent human attention must be thoroughly inspected at least
once a day; all housed calves must be inspected at least twice a day; calves kept outside must be inspected at least once a day.

Red Tractor Minimum daily checks for outdoor animals; Twice daily for indoor animals; Increased checks for newborns and those about to give
birth.
RSPCA Assured Minimum 2 times a day for indoor housed animals; minimum 2 times a day for calving cows and heifers. No mention of requirements for

outdoor animals.

No other schemes mention or exceed the legislation.

Legal baseline: Cannot transport animals in a way which causes, or is likely to cause, injury or unnecessary suffering.

No schemes exceed this baseline.
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Legal baseline:

Maximum journey time of 8h unless the transporting vehicle meets various additional requirements to do with bedding, access,
availability of water, and ventilation. Must be rested after 14h for at least 1h, before being transported for a further 14h.

Red Tractor

Same as baseline legislation.

Pasture for Life

No mention.

RSPCA Assured

Transport duration (including loading and unloading) must be <8h for both cattle and calves.

QMS

No mention.

Soil Association

Does not exceed baseline but does require justification of journeys over 8h (including loading and unloading).

SOPA

Time from loading to unloading cannot exceed 8 h from start to finish.

Legal baseline:

No maximum duration for time spent in lairage. Requirements for conditions are outlined, but no stipulation regarding mixing unfamiliar
individuals.

No schemes exceed this baseline.

Legal baseline:

Animals must be stunned before slaughter, except where slaughter is carried out in accordance with Jewish or Islamic religious rites for
meat intended for Jewish or Muslim consumers.

Red Tractor

Slaughter without stunning is prohibited.

Pasture for Life

Slaughter without stunning is prohibited.

RSPCA Assured

Slaughter without stunning is prohibited.

Soil Association

Slaughter without stunning is prohibited.

No other schemes exceed the legislation.
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Legal baseline: Stunning effectiveness must be monitored, with immediate re-stunning or killing if ineffective.

No schemes exceed this baseline.

Legal baseline: UK law requires slaughterhouses to have written contingency (back-up) procedures and immediately available alternative
stunning/killing methods to be used if the primary method fails, with staff trained to apply them without delay.

No schemes exceed this baseline.

Legal baseline: Independent audits not required.

Red Tractor Whilst notincluded in the standards, the website states that independent audits are performed up to every 18 months. Does not exceed
asitis notin the standards

Pasture for Life Minimum of annual third-party audits.

RSPCA Assured Welfare Outcome Assessments should ideally be carried out at least every 12 months by an independent body.
QMSs Independent audits should be carried out annually by an independent body.

Legal organic: Requirement for annual independent audits.

Soil Association & SOPA Same as the organic legislative baseline.
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Legal baseline: Spot checks are not legislatively required on the farm but may be carried out during transportation and slaughter.
Legal organic: Additional inspections may be unannounced, based on risk assessment.

QMS Assurance scheme members may be subject to spot checks.

SOPA Carries out spot-check inspections that are announced or unannounced in line with legislation.

None of the other schemes mention spot-checks.

Legal baseline: The number of mortalities found on each inspection is to be recorded.
Red Tractor Lameness, mortalities, culling rate, and any other disease or issues to be noted.
Pasture for Life The % of assisted births must be monitored, and if itis>10% in any one cycle, action must be taken. Animal cleanliness must

be monitored regardless of whether animals are on pasture or housed. Does not require formal records but advises producers to be
aware of various other welfare outcomes.

RSPCA Assured Extensive welfare outcome monitoring, including for mortalities, body condition, injuries and lameness.

QMS No mention.

Soil Association Multiple welfare outcomes are measured, including mortality, lameness, and body condition.

SOPA No mention.

Red Tractor Farms that demonstrate poor compliance may face more frequent assessments, including unannounced visits, and possible

suspension or removal from the scheme.

Pasture for Life Minor compliance: farms may remain certified if non-compliances are remedied within the agreed time frame. Major non-compliance or
manifest infringement: immediate suspension of certification (manifest infringement includes animal welfare abuse).

RSPCA Assured Clear policy regarding corrective actions and sanctions for non-compliance.

QMS Minor and major non-compliance must be corrected and will trigger review actions, including more external audits.
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Soil Association Corrective actions must be submitted and approved for licence renewal; non-compliances attract proportionate sanctions, graded from
minor to critical or manifest infringement.

SOPA Non-compliances are recorded and notified; certification depends on the timely completion of required corrective actions.
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Appendix 6

Detailed Comparison of Dairy Cattle Scheme Standards and Relevant Legislative Requirements

This table summarises the applicable UK legislative requirements and the corresponding scheme standards for each welfare indicator within the category. These details underpin
the legislative baseline comparison scorecard presented in Table 6.

ENVIRONMENT

Dairy Cattle: Stocking density

Legal baseline:

Group housed calves: 21.5 m?%/ calf <150 kg; 22 m?/ calf 2150 — 200 kg; and =3 m? calf / 2200 kg.

Singly housed calves: Width must be at least equal to the height of the calf, and length must be at least equal to the body length. The calf

must be able to turn around.
Nothing for adults.

Red Tractor

Loose housing for dairy cows: 400-499kg/8m?; 500-599kg/8.5m?; 600-699kg/9m?; 700-799kg/10m?; 800+kg/11m?;
Loose housing for calves: 50-84kg/1.5m?; 85-140kg/1.8m?; 140-200kg/2.4m? (exceeding baseline for 85kg-200kg; calves);
Calf pen size: <60kg 1m x 1.5m; 60-80kg- Tm x 1.8m

Red Tractor exceeds baseline by specifying stocking densities for adults. It does not specify any outdoor stocking densities.

Pasture for Life

Indoor: <600kg/10.5m?; >600kg/5.5m?

RSPCA Assured Straw Yard: <100kg/3,3m?; 101-100kg/5m?; 200-299/6m?; 300-399/7m?; 400-499/8m?; 500-599/8.5m?; 600-699/9m?; 700-799/10m?;
>800/11m?* Cubicle size requirements included Calving pens: 12m?; Bull pens: 16m? sleeping area and 25m? exercise area.
QMS Group-housed calves: same as baseline legislation;

Loose housing for dairy cows: 400-499kg/8m?; 500-599kg/8.5m?; 600-699kg/9m?; 700-799kg/10m?; 800+kg/11m?;

Calf pen size: <60kg 1m x 1.5m; 60-80kg- Tm x 1.8m.

Legal organic:

Indoors: 6m?/head; Outdoors: 4.5m?*/head; Bulls for breeding: 10m?*/head (indoors); 30m?/head (outdoors)

Soil Association

Indoors: 10.5m?/head; Bulls: 40m?/head

Outdoors: Calves <2mths: 21/ha; cows 2mths - <12mths: 5/ha; dairy cows 12mths to first calf: 3/ha.
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SOPA Matches the organic legislative baseline.

Dairy Cattle: Outdoor Access Required

Legal baseline: There is no legal requirement for outdoor access.
Pasture for Life Access to pasture, weather permitting, zero-grazing systems prohibited.
RSPCA Assured Access to pasture for > 4 hours per day (ideally 6 hours) when conditions are suitable.

No other schemes exceed the legislation.

Legal organic: Permanent access to open-air areas whenever weather conditions and the ground conditions allow.

Soil Association & SOPA Same as the organic legislative baseline.

Dairy Cattle: Enrichment

Legal baseline: No legal requirement for enrichment.
Pasture for Life Housed animals should be provided with enrichments (e.g., cow brushes, suggested ratio: 1/50 animals).
RSPCA Assured Environmental enrichment must be provided for all cattle when housed (e.g., short lengths of chain securely attached to gates/pen

sides and brushes).

No other scheme exceeds legislation.

Dairy cattle: Solitary Housing

Legal baseline: Calves may be singly housed up to 8 weeks.

RSPCA Assured Calves may be singly housed for 3 weeks.

No other schemes exceed legislation.

Legal organic: Calves may be singly housed for up to 7 days.
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Soil Association & SOPA Same as the organic legislative baseline.

Dairy Cattle: Air Quality

Legal baseline: No maximum limits for ammonia, dust or CO..

RSPCA Assured Ammonia must not exceed 25ppm, and dust must not exceed 10mg/m?.

No other schemes exceed this baseline.

Dairy Cattle: Thermal Comfort

Legal baseline: No thresholds in legislation.

Red Tractor Meets baseline legislation.

Pasture for Life Must have access to shade and/or shelter to maintain thermal comfort —in line with legislation.

RSPCA Assured Comfortable temperatures can range between -15°C and +25°C for healthy adult cattle. For calves, the thermal environment should

not have a temperature below +7°C (unless clean calf jackets are applied) or above +25°C. Provisions needed to protect
from heat stress, including the provision of artificial shade or allowing animals access to buildings.

QMS Must have access to shade and/or shelter to maintain thermal comfort —in line with legislation.
Soil Association Shade provision should allow animals to reduce at least 30 - 50% of their total heat load, and can be natural or artificial.
SOPA Meets baseline legislation.

Dairy Cattle: Lighting and Photoperiod

Legal baseline: Where calves are kept in an artificially lit building, artificial lighting must be provided for a period at least equivalent to the period of
natural light normally available between 9.00 am and 5.00 pm.

Red Tractor Housing must be lit during normal daylight hours (natural or artificial) to allow normal behaviours, rest and effective inspection of
livestock. A period of rest from artificial lighting is provided daily.
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Pasture for Life

Housed animals must have access to natural light. Where artificial light is used, it must not extend the daylength beyond 16 hours.

RSPCA Assured Housed cows must have access for the normal period of daylight hours to an area lit to a level of 200 lux at cattle eye level. During
housing, a period of low-level lighting must be provided to promote resting behaviour.
QMS Housing must be lit during normal daylight hours (natural or artificial) to allow normal behaviours, rest and effective inspection of

livestock. A period of rest from artificial lighting is provided daily.

Soil Association

Housing must permit plentiful natural light to enter.

SOPA

Housing must have adequate natural lighting.

HUSBANDRY

Dairy Cattle: Weaning Age

Legal baseline:

No weaning age

Red Tractor

Calves to be provided with at least two milk feeds a day until 28 days and not weaned before 5 weeks of age.

Pasture for Life

Calves must not be weaned off milk before they are 12 weeks of age.

RSPCA Assured

Calves must not be weaned before 8 weeks of age, unless on veterinary advice.

QMS

Calves to be provided with at least two milk feeds a day until 28 days and not weaned before 5 weeks of age.

Legal organic:

Remain on maternal/ natural milk for a minimum of 3 months.

Soil Association & SOPA

Same as the organic legislative baseline.

Dairy Cattle: Mother-Calf Separation

Legal baseline:

No age restriction for calf-dam separation or requirement for dam-calf contact.
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Pasture for Life Encourages dairy farmers to investigate systems where young dairy animals stay with and are reared by their mothers or foster
mothers.

No other schemes exceed baseline legislation.

Legal organic: No age restriction for calf-dam separation or requirement for dam-calf contact.

Soil Association & SOPA Same as the organic legislative baseline.

Dairy Cattle: Management of Unwanted Males

Legal baseline: Male calves can be routinely euthanised.

Red Tractor Prohibits routine euthanasia of male calves — must have a written breeding and management policy in place.

Pasture for Life Prohibits routine euthanasia of male calves — must have a written management plan in place.

RSPCA Assured Prohibits routine euthanasia of male calves - VHWP must include details of how the routine killing of males will be prevented.
QMS No mention.

Legal organic: Male calves can be routinely euthanised.

Soil Association & SOPA Same as the organic legislative baseline.

Dairy Cattle: Routine Mutilations

Legal baseline: Permits: Castration (rubber ring or other device, under 7 days with no anaesthetic, other methods and over 2 mo anaesthetic
required); Embryo collection or transfer by a surgical method (anaesthetic required); Ovum transplantation, including ovum
collection (anaesthetic required); Vasectomy (anaesthetic required); Dehorning (anaesthetic required);
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Disbudding (<6 mo, or <7 days for chemical cauterisation (no anaesthetic), other methods require anaesthetic); Removal of
supernumerary teats (anaesthetic when 23mo).

Red Tractor

Disbudding- chemical cauterisation (same as legislation), by other methods (e.g., hot iron), <2 mo (exceeding legislation by lowering
age limit);

Dehorning- <5 mo by competent stock person, >5 months by vet (must not be done routinely).

Pasture for Life

Disbudding- chemical cauterisation (not recommended), other methods (e.g. hot iron), <7 days (exceeding legislation by lowering age
limit); Dehorning- (not recommended, suggests trimming insensitive part of the horn tip); Castration- elastration/rubber ring, <7 days;
Clamp/Bloodless e.g. burdizzo, or any other method <2mo; when animal is over 2 months of age-only by a vet.

RSPCA Assured Removal of supernumerary teats (with anaesthetic) <5w; Disbudding <5w, or as soon as a prominent bud has formed, using a hot
iron (with anaesthesia); Castration by rubber ring after 24 h of age and <7 days, by Burdizzo clamp after 24 h of age and <2 mo, by
surgical castration by a veterinary surgeon after 24 h of age and <2 mo (with anaesthesia).

Dehorning — by a veterinary surgeon and not routine.
QMSs Dehorning- not recommended, suggests trimming the insensitive part of the horn tip; Disbudding- chemical cauterisation (not

recommended) <7 days, other methods (e.g. hot iron) < 2 months (exceeding legislation by lowering age limit).

Legal organic:

Mutilations to be kept to a minimum.

Soil Association

Meets organic legislation as it allows mutilations for safety reasons and with veterinary permission.

SOPA

Meets organic legislation as it allows mutilations for safety reasons and with veterinary permission.

Dairy Cattle: Breed Restrictions

Legal baseline:

No breeds are prohibited in baseline legislation.

Pasture for Life

Breeds must be suitable for 100% pasture for life systems.

No other schemes exceed legislation.

Legal organic:

No breeds are prohibited; only a requirement for appropriate breeds to be chosen.
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Soil Association

Must give preference to indigenous breeds and strains. Must choose breeds or strains that: a) are suitable to local conditions, b) avoid
the need for the mutilation of animals, c) have vitality and resistance to disease, including specific health problems or diseases
associated with some breeds or strains used in intensive production.

SOPA

Does not refer to breed requirements.

Dairy Cattle: Gene Editing/ Modifying

Legal baseline:

Genetically modified (transgenic) animals are subject to strict GMO controls and require case-by-case authorisation and risk
assessment before any environmental release or use in food production, and are not in routine commercial farming in the UK.

Red Tractor

No mention.

Pasture for Life

Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) or derivatives of GMOs are specifically prohibited.

RSPCA Assured

The use of genetically modified and/or cloned animals, and their offspring, is prohibited.

QMS

No mention.

Legal organic:

GMOs and GMO-derived products are prohibited in organic farming and processing; only adventitious and technically unavoidable
traces may occur, below existing labelling thresholds.

Soil Association

Meets organic legislation.

SOPA

Meets organic legislation and specifically prohibits breeding practices based on genetic engineering.

STOCKPERSONSHIP / HANDLING

Dairy Cattle: Handling / Catching Methods

Legal baseline:

Requires animals to be handled and caught in a way that avoids unnecessary pain, suffering, or injury. Electric goads are permitted on
adult bovines who refuse to move as a last resort.

Red Tractor

As baseline, the use of electric goads and electrified backing gates is prohibited.

Pasture for Life

As baseline, the use of electric goads is prohibited.
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RSPCA Assured As baseline, the use of sticks (for hitting) is prohibited, and electric goads must not be present or used on any site.
QMSs Use of goads or sticks is prohibited.

Soil Association

As baseline, the use of electric goads is prohibited.

SOPA

As baseline.

Dairy Cattle: Staff Training/ Competence

Legal baseline:

Keepers must hold a recognised certificate or equivalent experience, and animals must be cared for by a sufficient number of suitably
skilled and competent staff. For transport, slaughter, and on-farm killing, persons carrying out restraint, stunning, killing, bleeding, or
related operations must hold a valid certificate of competence (or work under direct supervision with a temporary certificate),

with additional licensing required where these activities occur outside a slaughterhouse.

Red Tractor As baseline, staff must have refresher training as required to maintain competency.

RSPCA Assured As baseline, plus the requirement for an appointed, trained Animal Welfare Officer, who is responsible for the implementation of the animal
welfare policy.
Formal, documented training programme for stock-keepers, including regular updates and CPD, with records kept in the VHWP. Staff must
receive verifiable, role-specific training before taking responsibility for livestock, and competence must be demonstrable on request.

QMSs As baseline, staff must have refresher training as required to maintain competency.

Soil Association

As baseline, staff must have refresher training as required to maintain competency.

SOPA

As baseline, staff must have training annually to maintain competency.

Dairy Cattle: Health/ Veterinary Checks

Legal baseline:

No routine requirement; veterinary advice must be sought when necessary.

Red Tractor

A written Health Plan must be established and implemented. The plan is signed, dated and reviewed annually by the vet. The nominated
vet/vet practice must visit the farm at least annually.
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Pasture for Life A written Health Plan must be prepared in consultation with the farm’s vet or other expert advisor. It is not clear whether that entails a
veterinary visit annually, so it does not exceed baseline legislation.

RSPCA Assured Must have a Veterinary Health and Welfare Plan written in consultation with the attending veterinarian and other qualified persons. The plan
is to be reviewed and updated at least annually. Quarterly veterinary visits are required.

QMS All farms must retain the services of a named veterinarian or practice. A written health and welfare plan must be established and
implemented. One annual veterinary visit per year.

Soil Association Does not mention anything beyond the legal baseline.

SOPA All farms must retain the services of a named veterinarian or practice; the farmer is responsible for a written Animal Health Plan, which
is advised to be done in conjunction with the veterinarian, but it is not mandatory. It is not clear whether there are mandatory veterinary
visits, so it does not exceed baseline legislation.

Dairy cattle: Welfare Checks

Legal baseline: Animals kept in husbandry systems in which their welfare depends on frequent human attention must be thoroughly inspected at least
once a day; all housed calves must be inspected at least twice a day; calves kept outside must be inspected at least once a day.

Red Tractor Minimum daily checks for outdoor animals; Twice daily for indoor animals; Increased checks for newborns and those about to give birth.

RSPCA Assured Minimum 2 times a day for indoor housed animals; minimum 2 times a day for calving cows and heifers. No mention of requirements for
outdoor animals.

No other schemes exceed legislation.

TRANSPORT AND SLAUGHTER

Dairy cattle: Fitness for Transport / Slaughter

Legal baseline: Cannot transport animals in a way which causes, or is likely to cause, injury or unnecessary suffering.

RSPCA Assured Cows in the last third of their gestation period (i.e. 227 weeks pregnant) must not be sent for slaughter, except for disease control or
emergency/casualty slaughter purposes.
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No other schemes exceed this baseline.

Dairy cattle: Maximum Transport Duration

Legal baseline:

Maximum journey time of 8h unless the transporting vehicle meets various additional requirements to do with bedding, access, availability
of water, and ventilation. Must be rested after 14h for at least 1h, before being transported for a further 14h.

Red Tractor

Same as baseline legislation.

Pasture for Life

No mention.

RSPCA Assured

Transport duration (including loading and unloading) must be <8h for both cattle and calves.

QMS

No mention.

Soil Association

Does not exceed baseline but does require justification of journeys over 8h (including loading and unloading).

SOPA

Time from loading to unloading cannot exceed 8 h from start to finish.

Dairy cattle: Lairage

Legal baseline:

No maximum duration for time spent in lairage. Requirements for conditions are outlined, but no stipulation regarding mixing unfamiliar
individuals.

No schemes exceed this baseline.

Dairy cattle: Stunning Required?

Legal baseline:

Animals must be stunned before slaughter, except where slaughter is carried out in accordance with Jewish or Islamic religious rites for
meat intended for Jewish or Muslim consumers.

Red Tractor

Slaughter without stunning is prohibited.

Pasture for Life

Slaughter without stunning is prohibited.

RSPCA Assured

Slaughter without stunning is prohibited.

QMS

No mention.
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Soil Association

Slaughter without stunning is prohibited.

SOPA

No mention

Dairy cattle: Stunning Effectiveness / Monitoring

Legal baseline:

Stunning effectiveness must be monitored, with immediate re-stunning or killing if ineffective.

No schemes exceed this baseline.

Dairy cattle: Emergency / Backup Procedures

Legal baseline:

UK law requires slaughterhouses to have written contingency (backup) procedures and immediately available alternative stunning/killing
methods to be used if the primary method fails, with staff trained to apply them without delay.

No schemes exceed this baseline.

MONITORING AND ENFORCEMENT

Dairy cattle: Independent Auditing

Legal baseline:

Independent audits are not required.

Red Tractor

Whilst not included in the standards, the website states that independent audits are performed up to every 18 months. Does not exceed as
itis not in the standards

Pasture for Life

Minimum of annual third-party audits.

RSPCA Assured

Welfare Outcome Assessments should ideally be carried out at least every 12 months by an independent body.

QMS

Independent audits should be carried out annually by an independent body.

Legal organic:

Requirement for annual independent audits.

Soil Association & SOPA

Same as the organic legislative baseline.
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Dairy cattle: Spot Checks

Legal baseline:

Spot checks are not legislatively required on the farm, but may be carried out during transportation and slaughter.

Legal organic:

Additional inspections may be unannounced, based on risk assessment.

QMS

Assurance scheme members may be subject to spot checks.

SOPA

Carries out spot-check inspections that are announced or unannounced in line with legislation.

None of the other schemes mention spot-checks.

Dairy cattle: Welfare Outcome Monitoring and Response

Legal baseline:

The number of mortalities found on each inspection is to be recorded.

Red Tractor

Records for lameness, mortalities, culling rate, mastitis, disease, and parasites are to be maintained.

Pasture for Life

The % of assisted births must be monitored, and if it is>10% in any one cycle, action must be taken. Animal cleanliness must
be monitored regardless of whether animals are on pasture or housed. Lameness should be monitored at least every 6 months. Does not
require formal records but advises producers to be aware of various other welfare outcomes.

RSPCA Assured

Extensive welfare outcome monitoring, including for mortalities, body condition, injuries and lameness.

QMS

As baseline legislation.

Soil Association

Multiple welfare outcomes are required, including mortality and mastitis, but specifically for dairy, farmers are required to provide records
of the number of cases per 100 of mastitis and calf losses (divided into age brackets).

SOPA

No mention

Dairy cattle: Corrective Actions and Sanctions (relevant to schemes only)

Red Tractor

Farms that demonstrate poor compliance may face more frequent assessments, including unannounced visits, and possible suspension or
removal from the scheme.

Pasture for Life

Minor compliance: farms may remain certified if non-compliances are remedied within the agreed timeframe. Major non-compliance or
manifest infringement: immediate suspension of certification (manifest infringement includes animal welfare abuse).
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RSPCA Assured No details in the standards regarding corrective actions and sanctions.
QMSs Minor and major non-compliance must be corrected and will trigger review actions, including more external audits.

Soil Association

Corrective actions must be submitted and approved for licence renewal; non-compliances attract proportionate sanctions, graded from

minor to critical or manifest infringement.

SOPA

Non-compliances are recorded and notified; certification depends on the timely completion of required corrective actions.
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Appendix 7

Detailed Comparison of Sheep Scheme Standards and Relevant Legislative Requirements

This table summarises the applicable UK legislative requirements and the corresponding scheme standards for each welfare indicator within the category. These details underpin
the legislative baseline comparison scorecard presented in Table 7.

Legal baseline:

Indoor: Lowland ewes (60-90kg)=1.2-1.4m?*/ewe; Lowland ewes (with lambs at foot up to six weeks of age)=2.0-2.2 m?*/ewe/lamb; Hill

ewes (45-65kg)=1-1.2m?/ewe; Hill ewes after lambing=1.8-2m?*/lamb/ewe; Lambs <12 weeks/0.5-0.6m?/lamb; Lambs and sheep
<12months=0.75-0.9m?/lamb/sheep; Rams=1.5-2m?/ram.
No outdoor densities.

Red Tractor

Same as baseline legislation.

Pasture for Life

Indoor: Sheep: 4m?*/ head; Lambs: 0.85m?* head; No outdoor densities.

RSPCA Assured

Indoor: Ewes <45-60kg/1.65-1.8m?; 60->90kg/1.8-2.1m?. Lambing pens/2m? Ewes (with lambs <2weeks <45-60kg) =1.95-
2.55m?/ewe/lamb; Ewes (with lambs <2week 60->90kg) =2.55-2.7m?*/ewe/lamb; Ewes (with lambs <6 weeks <45-60kg) =2.7-
3m?/ewe/lamb; Ewes (with lambs <6 weeks 60->90kg) =3-3.3m?>. Creep area <2 weeks=0.15m?; Creep area <4
weeks=0.4m?. Hoggets <30kg/1.05m? Hoggets 31-40kg/1.2m?; Hoggets >40kg/1.5m? Rams/2.25-3m?.

No outdoor densities.

QMS

Same as baseline legislation.

Legal organic:

Adults: Indoors:_1.5m?/head; Outdoors: 2.5m?* head _
Lambs: Indoors: 0.35m?*/ head; Outdoors: 0.5m?* head _

Soil Association & SOPA

Same as the organic legislative baseline.
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Legal baseline: There is no legal requirement for outdoor access.
Pasture for Life Access to pasture, weather permitting, zero-grazing systems prohibited.
RSPCA Assured Access to pasture (weather permitting) is encouraged but does not appear to be a requirement.

No other schemes exceed the legislation.

Legal organic: Permanent access to open-air areas whenever weather and ground conditions allow.

Soil Association & SOPA: Same as organic legislative baseline.

Legal baseline: No legal requirement for enrichment.

Pasture for Life Housed animals should be provided with enrichments (e.g., raised platforms).

No other schemes require enrichment.

Soil Association & SOPA: Same as the organic legislative baseline in terms of requirements for outdoor access.

Legal baseline: No maximum limits for ammonia, dust or CO..

RSPCA Assured Ammonia must not exceed 25ppm, and dust must not exceed 10mg/m?.

No other schemes exceed this baseline.

Legal baseline: No thresholds in legislation.

Red Tractor Meets baseline legislation.

Pasture for Life Must have access to shade and/or shelter to maintain thermal comfort —in line with legislation.

RSPCA Assured Comfortable temperatures can range between —20°C and +25°C for healthy, fully fleeced sheep with good body condition. The range is

narrower for shorn sheep and newborn lambs; +20°C and +30°C.
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QMS

Must have access to shade and/or shelter to maintain thermal comfort —in line with legislation.

Soil Association

Shade provision should allow animals to reduce at least 30 - 50% of their total heat load, and can be natural or artificial.

SOPA

Legal baseline:

Meets baseline legislation.

Where the natural light available in a building is insufficient to meet the physiological or ethological needs of any animals being keptin
it, appropriate artificial lighting must be provided. Animals kept in buildings must not be kept without an appropriate period of rest from
artificial lighting.

Red Tractor

Housing must be lit during normal daylight hours (natural or artificial) to allow normal behaviours, rest and effective inspection of
livestock. A period of rest from artificial lighting is provided daily.

Pasture for Life

Housed animals must have access to natural light. Where artificial light is used, it must not extend the day length beyond 16 hours.

RSPCA Assured Housed sheep must have access for the normal period of daylight hours to an area lit to a level of 100 lux at sheep eye level. During
housing, a period of low-level lighting must be provided to promote resting behaviour.
QMSs Housing must be lit during normal daylight hours (natural or artificial) to allow normal behaviours, rest and effective inspection of

livestock. A period of rest from artificial lighting is provided daily.

Soil Association

Housing must permit plentiful natural light to enter.

SOPA

Housing must have adequate natural lighting.

Legal baseline:

No weaning age.

Red Tractor

Youngstock are not weaned until sufficient hard feed is eaten.

Pasture for Life

Lambs must not be weaned off milk before they are at least 45 days old.
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RSPCA Assured Lambs must not be weaned before: a) 6 weeks of age, b) they are achieving a suitable growth rate.
QMSs Calves to be provided with at least two milk feeds a day until 28 days and not weaned before 5 weeks of age.

Soil Association

In line with baseline legislation.

SOPA

Legal baseline:

Must be weaned by 60 days of age

Permits: Castration (rubber ring or other device, under 7 days with no anaesthetic, or other methods (e.g., clamp and surgical) up to 3mo
with anaesthetic, over 3mo to be performed by veterinarian); Dehorning (with anaesthetic by veterinarian, unless trimming tip, which can
be done by layperson); Tail docking (rubber ring or other blood constricting method, under 7 days with no anaesthetic, or up to 3mo with
anaesthetic, over 3mo, by veterinarian only).

Red Tractor

All as baseline, other than the reduced age limit for tail docking with hot iron/ clamp from 3 months to 2 months.

Pasture for Life

Mutilations must be justified in the animal health plan. All as baseline, other than the reduced age limit for tail docking with hot iron/
clamp from 3 months to 2 months.

QMSs Mutilations must be justified in the animal health plan. All as baseline, other than the reduced age limit for tail docking with hot iron/
clamp from 3 months to 2 months.
RSPCA Assured Castration is not permitted without permission from the RSPCA’s Farm Animals Department (FAD); permission must be sought annually;

when performed, long-acting pain relief must be given, and the rubber ring method used; if it fails, a bloodless castrator can be used on
animals < 8 weeks of age, or surgically by a veterinarian with pre- and post-operative pain relief.

Tail docking not permitted without permission from the RSPCA’s Farm Animals Department (FAD); permission must be sought annually;
when performed, long-acting pain relief must be given; rubber ring method (<7days old); thermocautery methods (< 8 weeks of

age) under veterinary advice.

Legal organic:

Mutilations to be kept to a minimum.

Soil Association

Meets organic legislation as it allows mutilations for safety, health and welfare reasons and with veterinary permission and pain relief.

SOPA

Meets organic legislation as allowed, when necessary, but requires annual derogation from Defra.
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Legal baseline: No breeds are prohibited in baseline legislation.

Red Tractor No breeds are prohibited.

Pasture for Life Breeds must be suitable for 100% pasture for life systems.

RSPCA Assured Producers are encouraged to provide feedback on issues with particular strains/breeds to sheep breeders, but no prohibited breeds or

specific requirements.

QMS No breeds are prohibited.
Legal organic: No breeds are prohibited; only a requirement for appropriate breeds to be chosen.
Soil Association Must give preference to indigenous breeds and strains. Must choose breeds or strains that: a) are suitable to local conditions, b) avoid

the need for the mutilation of animals, c) have vitality and resistance to disease, including specific health problems or diseases
associated with some breeds or strains used in intensive production.

SOPA No mention of breed requirements in the standards.
Legal baseline: Genetically modified (transgenic) animals are subject to strict GMO controls and require case-by-case authorisation and risk

assessment before any environmental release or use in food production, and are not in routine commercial farming in the UK.

Pasture for Life Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) or derivatives of GMOs are specifically prohibited.

No other schemes exceed baseline legislation.

Legal organic: GMOs and GMO-derived products are prohibited in organic farming and processing; only adventitious and technically unavoidable
traces may occur, below existing labelling thresholds.

Soil Association Meets organic legislation.
SOPA Meets organic legislation and specifically prohibits breeding practices based on genetic engineering.
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Legal baseline:

Requires animals to be handled and caught in a way that avoids unnecessary pain, suffering, or injury. Electric goads are permitted on
adult bovines who refuse to move as a last resort.

Red Tractor

Use of electric goads is prohibited.

Pasture for Life

Use of electric goads is prohibited.

RSPCA Assured As baseline, the use of sticks (for hitting) is prohibited, and electric goads must not be present or used on any site. The behaviour of
sheep must be taken into account when they are being moved, to avoid unnecessary fear or distress and potential compromises to their
welfare.

QMS Use of goads or sticks is prohibited.

Soil Association

Use of electric goads is prohibited.

SOPA

As baseline.

Legal baseline:

Keepers must hold a recognised certificate or equivalent experience, and animals must be cared for by a sufficient number of suitably skilled
and competent staff. For transport, slaughter, and on-farm killing, persons carrying out restraint, stunning, killing, bleeding, or related
operations must hold a valid certificate of competence (or work under direct supervision with a temporary certificate),

with additional licensing required where these activities occur outside a slaughterhouse.

Red Tractor As baseline, staff must have refresher training as required to maintain competency.

RSPCA Assured As baseline, plus the requirement for an appointed, trained Animal Welfare Officer, who is responsible for the implementation of the animal
welfare policy, and managers are responsible for implementing structured training programmes and ensuring ongoing proficiency, with
evidence available on request.

QMS As baseline, staff must have refresher training as required to maintain competency.

Soil Association

As baseline, staff must have refresher training as required to maintain competency.
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SOPA

As baseline, staff must have training annually to maintain competency.

Legal baseline:

No routine requirement; veterinary advice must be sought when necessary.

Red Tractor

A written Health Plan must be established and implemented. The plan is sighed, dated and reviewed annually by the vet. The nominated
vet/vet practice must visit the farm at least annually, unless a DEFRA Health and Welfare annual review visit has occurred within the last
12 months.

Pasture for Life

A written Health Plan must be prepared in consultation with the farm’s vet or other expert advisor. It is not clear whether that entails a
veterinary visit annually, so it does not exceed baseline legislation.

RSPCA Assured Must have a Veterinary Health and Welfare Plan written in consultation with the attending veterinarian and potentially other qualified
persons. The plan is to be reviewed and updated at least annually. One veterinary visit per year for finishing units and two per year for
breeding units.

QMS All farms must retain the services of a named veterinarian or practice. A written health and welfare plan must be established and

implemented. One annual veterinary visit per year.

Soil Association

Does not mention anything beyond the legal baseline.

SOPA

All farms must retain the services of a named veterinarian or practice; a written Animal Health Plan must be in place and reviewed at least
annually. It is not clear whether that entails a veterinary visit annually, so it does not exceed baseline legislation.

Legal baseline:

Animals kept in husbandry systems in which their welfare depends on frequent human attention must be thoroughly inspected at least
once a day.

Red Tractor

Minimum daily checks for outdoor animals; Twice daily for indoor animals; Increased checks for newborns and those about to give birth;
Flockinspection frequency in extensive, upland areas appropriate to need.

Pasture for Life

No mention.
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RSPCA Assured Minimum 2 times a day for indoor housed animals; When sheep are on lowland pasture, stockkeepers must inspect the flock at least
once a day, with increased checks undertaken at times when the risk of welfare problems is increased.

QMS No mention.

Soil Association No mention.

SOPA No mention.

Legal baseline:

Cannot transport animals in a way which causes, or is likely to cause, injury or unnecessary suffering.

No schemes exceed this baseline.

Legal baseline:

Maximum journey time of 8h unless the transporting vehicle meets various additional requirements to do with bedding, access,
availability of water, and ventilation. Must be rested after 14h for at least 1h, before being transported for a further 14h.

Red Tractor

Same as baseline legislation.

Pasture for Life

No mention.

RSPCA Assured

Transport duration (including loading and unloading) must be <8h for sheep.

QMS

No mention.

Soil Association

Does not exceed baseline but does require justification of journeys over 8h (including loading and unloading).

SOPA

Time from loading to unloading cannot exceed 8 h from start to finish.
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Legal baseline: No maximum duration for time spent in lairage. Requirements for conditions are outlined, but no stipulation regarding mixing unfamiliar
individuals.

No schemes exceed this baseline.

Legal baseline: Animals must be stunned before slaughter, except where slaughter is carried out in accordance with Jewish or Islamic religious rites for
meat intended for Jewish or Muslim consumers.

Red Tractor Slaughter without stunning is prohibited.
Pasture for Life Slaughter without stunning is prohibited.
RSPCA Assured Slaughter without stunning is prohibited.
QMS No mention.
Soil Association Slaughter without stunning is prohibited.
SOPA No mention

Legal baseline: Stunning effectiveness must be monitored, with immediate re-stunning or killing if ineffective.

No schemes exceed this baseline.

Legal baseline: UK law requires slaughterhouses to have written contingency (backup) procedures and immediately available alternative stunning/killing
methods to be used if the primary method fails, with staff trained to apply them without delay.

No schemes exceed this baseline.
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Legal baseline:

Independent audits are not required.

Red Tractor

Whilst not included in the standards, the website states that independent audits are performed up to every 18 months. Does not exceed
asitis notin the standards

Pasture for Life

Minimum of annual third-party audits.

RSPCA Assured

Welfare Outcome Assessments should ideally be carried out at least every 12 months by an independent body.

QMS

Independent audits should be carried out annually by an independent body.

Legal organic:

Requirement for annual independent audits.

Soil Association & SOPA

Same as the organic legislative baseline.

Legal baseline:

Spot checks are not legislatively required on the farm, but may be carried out during transportation and slaughter.

Legal organic:

Additional inspections may be unannounced, based on risk assessment.

QMS

Assurance scheme members may be subject to spot checks.

SOPA

Carries out spot-check inspections that are announced or unannounced in line with legislation.

None of the other schemes mentions spot-checks in the standards.

Legal baseline:

The number of mortalities found on each inspection is to be recorded.

Red Tractor

Lameness, mortalities, culling rate, and any other disease or issues to be noted.

Pasture for Life

Producers are advised to be aware of the benefits of outcome monitoring, but do not need written records of scoring.
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RSPCA Assured Extensive welfare outcome monitoring, including for mortalities, body condition, injuries and lameness.
QMS No mention.

Soil Association

Multiple welfare outcomes are measured, including mortality, lameness, and body condition.

SOPA

No mention

Red Tractor

Farms that demonstrate poor compliance may face more frequent assessments, including unannounced visits, and possible
suspension or removal from the scheme.

Pasture for Life

Minor compliance: farms may remain certified if non-compliances are remedied within the agreed time frame. Major non-compliance or
manifest infringement: immediate suspension of certification (manifest infringement includes animal welfare abuse).

RSPCA Assured

No mention in the standards.

QMS

Minor and major non-compliance must be corrected and will trigger review actions, including more external audits.

Soil Association

Corrective actions must be submitted and approved for licence renewal; non-compliances attract proportionate sanctions, graded from
minor to critical or manifest infringement.

SOPA

Non-compliances are recorded and notified; certification depends on the timely completion of required corrective actions.
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Appendix 8

The images below illustrate the range of welfare-related terminology currently visible across UK supermarket shelves. These images do not assess the accuracy of individual

claims but demonstrate the diversity, overlap, and variety of descriptors used to signal welfare attributes at the point of sale.

Ronm 10 thrive” Tu rke 8nd DUCk
3+
days o

0n>
&5 . !
doys
=1 X,
— ' -
il :
“Higher Waelfare -
Promise. He & L
N:”' “Reared by our
‘ — trusted fammers”
o Sainabury’s
“Free range’, “free 'FmFm Trusted a s
range chickens T‘"'B ;3 i
roam freety in esco
”Lgs “Reared 10 higher
A welfare standards in
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Coop
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A
~Our Chickens now “Slower reared” (

have more space lo
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British farms and
now have more
space than the
Industry standard to
lead happier and
healthier ives™
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British farms 1o High
welfare standard”
Aldi

“Reared with care
and more space, In
naturally it barms,
from farms we know
and trust”

“Space to thrive”
Coop

Coop

Figure 1. lllustrative examples of welfare-related labels and marketing claims used on supermarket poultry products.
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Chicken

Supermarket URL Date Accessed

Lidl Deluxe Corn Fed Free Range British Whole Chicken | LIDL 13/12/2025

Tesco Tesco British Chicken Diced Breast 250g - Tesco Groceries 17/12/2025

Tesco Tesco British Chicken Thigh Fillets 600G - Tesco Groceries 17/12/2025

Tesco Tesco British Chicken Breast Fillets 950G - Tesco Groceries 17/12/2025

Tesco Tesco Slower Grown Large Whole Chicken 1.4kg-1.8kg - Tesco 17/12/2025
Groceries

Asda ASDA Tender Chicken Breast Portions - ASDA Groceries 29/12/2025

Asda ASDA Succulent Large Chicken 1.7kg - ASDA Groceries 29/12/2025

Asda ASDA Succulent Boneless Chicken Thigh Fillets 650g - ASDA 29/12/2025
Groceries

Asda ASDA Tender Diced Chicken Breast 650g - ASDA Groceries 29/12/2025

Sainsbury’s Sainsbury's 2 British Free Range Chicken Breast Fillets, Taste the 31/12/2025
Difference (Approx. 310g) | Sainsbury's

Sainsbury’s Sainsbury's 1kg British Fresh Chicken Skin on Thighs | Sainsbury's 31/12/2025

Sainsbury’s Sainsbury's 1.6kg British Fresh Medium Whole Chicken | Sainsbury's 31/12/2025

Sainsbury’s Sainsbury's 320g British Fresh Skinless & Boneless Chicken Breast 31/12/2025
Fillets | Sainsbury's

Waitrose Waitrose Slower Reared Extra Large Whole Chicken | Waitrose & 31/12/2025
Partners

Waitrose Waitrose Slower Reared Chicken Breast Fillets - XL Pack | Waitrose & 31/12/2025

Partners
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https://www.lidl.co.uk/p/deluxe-corn-fed-free-range-british-whole-chicken/p5224730
https://www.tesco.com/groceries/en-GB/products/322549763?_gl=1*2t7lqj*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTIxNDY0NTA2OS4xNzY3NDY5MTEw*_ga_33B19D36CY*czE3Njc0NjkxMDkkbzEkZzAkdDE3Njc0NjkxMjgkajQxJGwwJGgxODQzNzYxNDI.
https://www.tesco.com/groceries/en-GB/products/288661225?_gl=1*18nji2b*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTIxNDY0NTA2OS4xNzY3NDY5MTEw*_ga_33B19D36CY*czE3Njc0NjkxMDkkbzEkZzEkdDE3Njc0NjkyMjQkajMzJGwwJGgxODQzNzYxNDI.
https://www.tesco.com/groceries/en-GB/products/292284222?_gl=1*1n7v4tm*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTIxNDY0NTA2OS4xNzY3NDY5MTEw*_ga_33B19D36CY*czE3Njc0NjkxMDkkbzEkZzEkdDE3Njc0NjkyOTQkajYwJGwwJGgxODQzNzYxNDI.
https://www.tesco.com/groceries/en-GB/products/320661914?_gl=1*7fadcu*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTIxNDY0NTA2OS4xNzY3NDY5MTEw*_ga_33B19D36CY*czE3Njc0NjkxMDkkbzEkZzEkdDE3Njc0NjkzMzQkajIwJGwwJGgxODQzNzYxNDI.
https://www.tesco.com/groceries/en-GB/products/320661914?_gl=1*7fadcu*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTIxNDY0NTA2OS4xNzY3NDY5MTEw*_ga_33B19D36CY*czE3Njc0NjkxMDkkbzEkZzEkdDE3Njc0NjkzMzQkajIwJGwwJGgxODQzNzYxNDI.
https://www.asda.com/groceries/product/chicken-breasts/asda-tender-chicken-breast-portions/9313450
https://www.asda.com/groceries/product/whole-chickens/asda-succulent-large-chicken-1-7kg/6751575
https://www.asda.com/groceries/product/chicken-thighs-drumsticks/asda-succulent-boneless-chicken-thigh-fillets-650g/6923652
https://www.asda.com/groceries/product/chicken-thighs-drumsticks/asda-succulent-boneless-chicken-thigh-fillets-650g/6923652
https://www.asda.com/groceries/product/chicken-breasts/asda-tender-diced-chicken-breast-650g/7311082
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-free-range-british-chicken-breast-fillets-taste-the-difference-x2-approx-310g-
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-free-range-british-chicken-breast-fillets-taste-the-difference-x2-approx-310g-
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-chicken-thighs-1kg
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-whole-chicken-16kg
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-chicken-breast-fillets-300g
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-chicken-breast-fillets-300g
https://www.waitrose.com/ecom/products/waitrose-slower-reared-extra-large-whole-chicken/754693-507938-507939
https://www.waitrose.com/ecom/products/waitrose-slower-reared-extra-large-whole-chicken/754693-507938-507939
https://www.waitrose.com/ecom/products/waitrose-slower-reared-chicken-breast-fillets-xl-pack/698580-750402-750403
https://www.waitrose.com/ecom/products/waitrose-slower-reared-chicken-breast-fillets-xl-pack/698580-750402-750403
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Waitrose Waitrose Slower Reared Chicken Thighs, Skin-on & Bone-in | Waitrose 31/12/2025
& Partners

Waitrose Waitrose Slower Reared Chicken Mince 5% Fat | Waitrose & Partners 31/12/2025

Coop Co-op Space to Thrive British Chicken Breast Mini Fillets 400g | Co-op 2/1/2026
delivery

Coop Co-op Space to Thrive British Chicken Thighs 600g | Co-op delivery — 2/1/2026

Coop Co-op Space to Thrive British Large Whole Chicken | Co-op delivery  2/1/2026

Aldi Large Whole Chicken | ALDI UK 2/1/2026

Aldi Chicken Drumsticks | ALDI UK 2/1/2026

Aldi Chicken Breast Fillets | ALDI UK 2/1/2026

Marks and M&S Oakham Gold Skin On Chicken Breast Fillets - Ocado 3/1/2026

Spencer

Marks and M&S Oakham Gold Chicken Breast Fillets - Ocado 3/1/2026

Spencer

Marks and M&S Oakham Gold Medium Whole Chicken - Ocado 3/1/2026

Spencer

Marks and M&S Oakham Gold Chicken Leg Portions - Ocado 3/1/2026

Spencer

Turkey and Duck

Supermarket URL Date Accessed
Tesco Tesco Mini Turkey Breast Fillets 400G - Tesco Groceries 17/12/2025
Tesco Tesco British Turkey Burgers 4 Pack 454¢g - Tesco Groceries 17/12/2025
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https://www.waitrose.com/ecom/products/waitrose-slower-reared-chicken-thighs-skin-on-bone-in/519514-707754-707755
https://www.waitrose.com/ecom/products/waitrose-slower-reared-chicken-thighs-skin-on-bone-in/519514-707754-707755
https://www.waitrose.com/ecom/products/waitrose-slower-reared-chicken-mince-5-fat/451060-767752-767753
https://shop.coop.co.uk/product/co-op-space-to-thrive-british-chicken-breast-mini-fillets-400g--1f8b0320-834a-4ff7-b07b-1b3cc41ab998?__queryId=06b34400011cfea464912d25e1ccaf6e
https://shop.coop.co.uk/product/co-op-space-to-thrive-british-chicken-breast-mini-fillets-400g--1f8b0320-834a-4ff7-b07b-1b3cc41ab998?__queryId=06b34400011cfea464912d25e1ccaf6e
https://shop.coop.co.uk/product/co-op-space-to-thrive-british-chicken-thighs-600g--1073d04e-8ff1-43ae-90cd-f35bd2a4374f?__queryId=41df06f5269e1196399c8258607ea8ed
https://shop.coop.co.uk/product/co-op-space-to-thrive-british-large-whole-chicken--c9bd9563-1175-498c-afd7-4dc235f01437?__queryId=686d2daa230163dd88b46365c0a8b3a7
https://www.aldi.co.uk/product/ashfields-large-whole-chicken-000000000000591830
https://www.aldi.co.uk/product/ashfields-chicken-drumsticks-000000000000382102
https://www.aldi.co.uk/product/ashfields-chicken-breast-fillets-000000000000386210
https://www.ocado.com/products/m-s-oakham-gold-skin-on-chicken-breast-fillets/592764011
https://www.ocado.com/products/m-s-oakham-gold-chicken-breast-fillets/592770011
https://www.ocado.com/products/m-s-oakham-gold-medium-whole-chicken/634262011
https://www.ocado.com/products/m-s-oakham-gold-chicken-leg-portions/592771011
https://www.tesco.com/groceries/en-GB/products/313601916?_gl=1*1wmvku3*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTIxNDY0NTA2OS4xNzY3NDY5MTEw*_ga_33B19D36CY*czE3Njc0NjkxMDkkbzEkZzEkdDE3Njc0NzAyNjEkajYwJGwwJGgxODQzNzYxNDI.
https://www.tesco.com/groceries/en-GB/products/312361256?_gl=1*1qhk2qt*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTIxNDY0NTA2OS4xNzY3NDY5MTEw*_ga_33B19D36CY*czE3Njc0NjkxMDkkbzEkZzEkdDE3Njc0NzAyODAkajQxJGwwJGgxODQzNzYxNDI.
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Sainsbury’s Sainsbury's British Turkey Breast Fillets 2508 | Sainsbury's 31/12/2025
Sainsbury’s Sainsbury's Quick Cook Fresh British Turkey Steaks x4 400g | 31/12/2025
Sainsbury's

Waitrose Waitrose Roast Turkey Breast 6 Slices | Waitrose & Partners 2/1/2026
Coop Co-op Turkey Thigh Mince 250g | Co-op delivery 2/1/2026
Coop Co-op Turkey Thigh Mince 500g | Co-op delivery 2/1/2026
Coop Co-op Turkey Breast Steaks 250g | Co-op delivery 2/1/2026
Aldi British Turkey Mince 7% Fat | ALDI UK 2/1/2026
Aldi British Turkey Breast Steaks 2% Fat | ALDI UK 2/1/2026
Aldi Medium British Turkey Crown | ALDI UK 2/1/2026
Aldi British Extra Lean Turkey Mince 2% Fat | ALDI UK 2/1/2026
Sainsbury’s Sainsbury's British Duck Legs x2 480g | Sainsbury's 31/12/2025
Sainsbury’s Sainsbury's British Duck Breast Fillets x2 397g | Sainsbury's 31/12/2025
Marks and M&S British Turkey Breast Steaks - Ocado 3/1/2026
Spencer

Marks and M&S British Turkey Thigh Mince 8% Fat - Ocado 3/1/2026
Spencer

Marks and M&S 2 British Duck Breasts with Plum Sauce - Ocado 3/1/2026
Spencer

Marks and M&S Duck Crown with Sticky Plum Glaze - Ocado 3/1/2026
Spencer
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https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-british-fresh-turkey-breast-fillet-portions-260g
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-quick-cook-turkey-steaks-x4-400g
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-quick-cook-turkey-steaks-x4-400g
https://www.waitrose.com/ecom/products/waitrose-roast-turkey-breast-6-slices/960140-1-2
https://shop.coop.co.uk/product/co-op-turkey-thigh-mince-250g--6b8c12ee-8a37-4d8c-b488-756b82fb1e06
https://shop.coop.co.uk/product/co-op-turkey-thigh-mince-500g--70771ce9-848b-46ba-900b-bb5b81a4a980
https://shop.coop.co.uk/product/co-op-turkey-breast-steaks-250g--23d8f7f8-d546-4275-9b27-2e974f834cac
https://www.aldi.co.uk/product/ashfields-british-turkey-mince-7-fat-000000000000386144
https://www.aldi.co.uk/product/ashfields-british-turkey-breast-steaks-2-fat-000000000000387722
https://www.aldi.co.uk/product/ashfields-medium-british-turkey-crown-000000000000468369
https://www.aldi.co.uk/product/ashfields-british-extra-lean-turkey-mince-2-fat-000000000000387741
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-duck-legs-430g
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-british-duck-breast-fillets-x2-397g
https://www.ocado.com/products/m-s-british-turkey-breast-steaks/528235011?_gl=1*48lcfq*_up*MQ..&gclid=1fdf27ae4fa5180bbe8a4ef7c389136e&gclsrc=3p.ds
https://www.ocado.com/products/m-s-british-turkey-thigh-mince-8-fat/528233011?_gl=1*48lcfq*_up*MQ..&gclid=1fdf27ae4fa5180bbe8a4ef7c389136e&gclsrc=3p.ds
https://www.ocado.com/products/m-s-2-british-duck-breasts-with-plum-sauce/539035011
https://www.ocado.com/products/m-s-duck-crown-with-sticky-plum-glaze/595994011
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Appendix 9

“From Trusted
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“exclusively bred
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rearad”
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s
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and reared in
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systoms”

Walttrose

“Reared with care
by farmers who
share our values™

c

"Reared on trusted
British farms to High
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Aldi

“Outdoor bred and

raised to higher
welfare standards™
Marks & Spencer

“From select farms
we know and trust”
Marks &

“From select farms
we know and trust”
Marks & Spencer

“100% traceable
back to every farm”
Marks & Spencer
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“From trusted British
F -
“Reared by our a
trusted farmers™
Sainsbury’s

Sansburys
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producing the best

Quality beer”
Sainsburys

Figure 2. lllustrative examples of welfare-related labels and marketing claims used on supermarket pork and beef products.
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Beef
Supermarket URL Date Accessed
Lidl Birchwood 12 Beef Meatballs | LIDL 13/12/2025
Lidl Birchwood Grass Fed British Reduced Fat Beef Mince 10%... 13/12/2025
Lidl Birchwood Grass Fed 100z British Beef 36-Day Matured R... 13/12/2025
Tesco Tesco Beef Stir Fry Strips 357G - Tesco Groceries 17/12/2025
Tesco Tesco Beef Brisket - Tesco Groceries 17/12/2025
Tesco Tesco Beef Steak Mince 15% Fat 500G - Tesco Groceries 17/12/2025
Sainsbury’s Sainsbury's British or Irish 20% Fat Beef Mince 500g | Sainsbury's  31/12/2025
Sainsbury’s Sainsbury's British or Irish Extra Lean Diced Beef 250¢ | Sainsbury's 31/12/2025
Sainsbury’s Sainsbury's British or Irish 21 Day Matured Extra Lean Beef Roasting 31/12/2025
Joint 500¢g | Sainsbury's
Sainsbury’s Sainsbury's British or Irish 21 Day Matured Rump Steak 225¢ | 31/12/2025
Sainsbury's
Sainsbury’s Sainsbury's Beef Meatballs, Taste the Difference 350¢g | Sainsbury's 31/12/2025
Sainsbury’s Sainsbury's British or Irish 10% Fat 24 Meatballs 700g | Sainsbury's  31/12/2025
Sainsbury’s Sainsbury's 30 Days Matured British Beef Sirloin Steak, Taste the 31/12/2025
Difference 225¢g | Sainsbury's
Sainsbury’s Sainsbury's Beef Shin, Taste the Difference | Sainsbury's 31/12/2025
Sainsbury’s Sainsbury's Beef Mince 12% Fat , Taste the Difference 500¢ | 31/12/2025

Sainsbury's
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https://www.lidl.co.uk/p/birchwood-12-beef-meatballs/p5226021
https://www.lidl.co.uk/p/birchwood-grass-fed-british-reduced-fat-beef-mince-10-fat/p10010957
https://www.lidl.co.uk/p/birchwood-grass-fed-10oz-british-beef-36-day-matured-rump-steak/p5220907
https://www.tesco.com/groceries/en-GB/products/292310169?_gl=1*1wc55d1*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTIxNDY0NTA2OS4xNzY3NDY5MTEw*_ga_33B19D36CY*czE3Njc0NjkxMDkkbzEkZzEkdDE3Njc0NzAxMjYkajYwJGwwJGgxODQzNzYxNDI.
https://www.tesco.com/groceries/en-GB/products/257904508?_gl=1*1g8vwmh*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTIxNDY0NTA2OS4xNzY3NDY5MTEw*_ga_33B19D36CY*czE3Njc0NjkxMDkkbzEkZzEkdDE3Njc0NzAxNDUkajQxJGwwJGgxODQzNzYxNDI.
https://www.tesco.com/groceries/en-GB/products/296422877?_gl=1*tt3kmh*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTIxNDY0NTA2OS4xNzY3NDY5MTEw*_ga_33B19D36CY*czE3Njc0NjkxMDkkbzEkZzEkdDE3Njc0NzAxOTYkajYwJGwwJGgxODQzNzYxNDI.
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-beef-mince-20-fat-500g-7715235-p-44
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-british-extra-lean-diced-beef-250g
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-extra-lean-beef-roasting-joint-500g-7876545-p-44
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-extra-lean-beef-roasting-joint-500g-7876545-p-44
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-rump-steak-225g-7809681-p-44
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-rump-steak-225g-7809681-p-44
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-beef-meatballs--taste-the-difference-400g
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-10-fat-meatballs-700g
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-sirloin-steak--taste-the-difference-225g-7809846-p-44
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-sirloin-steak--taste-the-difference-225g-7809846-p-44
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-beef-shin-taste-the-difference
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-beef-mince-12-fat-taste-the-difference-500g
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-beef-mince-12-fat-taste-the-difference-500g
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Waitrose Waitrose British Native Breeds Beef Mince 15% | Waitrose & 2/1/2026
Partners

Waitrose Waitrose British Beef Sirloin Steak | Waitrose & Partners 2/1/2026

Waitrose Waitrose 2 British Beef Sirloin Steaks | Waitrose & Partners 2/1/2026

Waitrose Waitrose British Native Breed Large Beef Topside | Waitrose & 2/1/2026
Partners

Coop Co-op Supporting British Farms 15% Fat Beef Mince 450¢g | Co-op  2/1/2026
delivery

Coop Co-op British 12 Beef Meatballs 350g | Co-op delivery 2/1/2026

Coop Co-op Irresistible Aberdeen Angus British Fillet Steak 170g | Co-op 2/1/2026
delivery

Coop Co-op Irresistible Aberdeen Angus British Beef Burgers 340g | Co-op 2/1/2026
delivery

Aldi Beef Mince 25% Fat | ALDI UK 2/1/2026

Aldi British Beef Meatballs 24 Pack | ALDI UK 2/1/2026

Aldi British Diced Beef | ALDI UK 2/1/2026

Aldi Beef Medallion Steaks | ALDI UK 2/1/2026

Marks and M&S Select Farms 24 Aberdeen Angus Beef Meatballs - Ocado 3/1/2026

Spencer

Marks and M&S Wagyu Rump Steak - Ocado 3/1/2026

Spencer

Marks and M&S Collection Wagyu Beef Mince - Ocado 3/1/2026

Spencer
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https://www.waitrose.com/ecom/products/waitrose-british-native-breeds-beef-mince-15/977544-827968-827969
https://www.waitrose.com/ecom/products/waitrose-british-native-breeds-beef-mince-15/977544-827968-827969
https://www.waitrose.com/ecom/products/waitrose-british-beef-sirloin-steak/278081-852000-852001
https://www.waitrose.com/ecom/products/waitrose-2-british-beef-sirloin-steaks/512553-806233-806234
https://www.waitrose.com/ecom/products/waitrose-british-native-breed-large-beef-topside/642615-806245-806246
https://www.waitrose.com/ecom/products/waitrose-british-native-breed-large-beef-topside/642615-806245-806246
https://shop.coop.co.uk/product/co-op-supporting-british-farms-15-fat-beef-mince-450g--6afb68d7-8d6e-4a0b-9edd-b7789a9a245c
https://shop.coop.co.uk/product/co-op-supporting-british-farms-15-fat-beef-mince-450g--6afb68d7-8d6e-4a0b-9edd-b7789a9a245c
https://shop.coop.co.uk/product/co-op-british-12-beef-meatballs-350g--7c742337-178e-4174-a51b-97a07ae40eec?__queryId=330fbc61fe46337342446b7edef83471
https://shop.coop.co.uk/product/co-op-irresistible-aberdeen-angus-british-fillet-steak-170g--d1a309d1-70cc-44f2-8815-b6488973bda1?__queryId=43b70fecd115407b6513026de942cf14
https://shop.coop.co.uk/product/co-op-irresistible-aberdeen-angus-british-fillet-steak-170g--d1a309d1-70cc-44f2-8815-b6488973bda1?__queryId=43b70fecd115407b6513026de942cf14
https://shop.coop.co.uk/product/co-op-irresistible-aberdeen-angus-british-beef-burgers-340g--095fc174-ba6d-47f7-a9bd-a492f7c0468f?__queryId=c3e2d1773bbf0258fb6c1f1faaf5e6dc
https://shop.coop.co.uk/product/co-op-irresistible-aberdeen-angus-british-beef-burgers-340g--095fc174-ba6d-47f7-a9bd-a492f7c0468f?__queryId=c3e2d1773bbf0258fb6c1f1faaf5e6dc
https://www.aldi.co.uk/product/everyday-essentials-beef-mince-25-fat-000000000000576030
https://www.aldi.co.uk/product/ashfields-british-beef-meatballs-24-pack-000000000000387588
https://www.aldi.co.uk/product/ashfields-british-diced-beef-000000000000387077
https://www.aldi.co.uk/product/ashfields-beef-medallion-steaks-000000000000382076
https://www.ocado.com/products/m-s-select-farms-24-aberdeen-angus-beef-meatballs/528736011?_gl=1*bcd12q*_up*MQ..&gclid=1fdf27ae4fa5180bbe8a4ef7c389136e&gclsrc=3p.ds
https://www.ocado.com/products/m-s-wagyu-rump-steak/638498011?_gl=1*bcd12q*_up*MQ..&gclid=1fdf27ae4fa5180bbe8a4ef7c389136e&gclsrc=3p.ds
https://www.ocado.com/products/m-s-collection-wagyu-beef-mince/646589011?_gl=1*bcd12q*_up*MQ..&gclid=1fdf27ae4fa5180bbe8a4ef7c389136e&gclsrc=3p.ds
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Marks and M&S Select Farms British Rump Steak - Ocado 3/1/2026

Spencer

Pork

Supermarket URL Date Accessed

Tesco Tesco Pork Belly Joint - Tesco Groceries 17/12/2025

Tesco Tesco Pork Loin Chops 2 Pack 450G - Tesco Groceries 17/12/2025

Sainsbury’s Sainsbury's British Pork Belly Slices 500¢g | Sainsbury's 31/12/2025

Sainsbury’s Sainsbury's British Pork Boneless Belly Joint (Approx. 700g) | 31/12/2025
Sainsbury's

Sainsbury’s Sainsbury's Outdoor Bred British Pork Belly Slices, Taste the 31/12/2025
Difference 500¢g | Sainsbury's

Waitrose Waitrose 12 Made Without Nitrite Smoked Streaky Bacon Rashers| 2/1/2026
Waitrose & Partners

Waitrose Waitrose 8 Dry Cured Unsmoked Back Bacon Rashers | Waitrose & 2/1/2026
Partners

Waitrose Waitrose British Unsmoked Gammon Joint | Waitrose & Partners 2/1/2026

Coop Co-op Outdoor Bred British 4 Pork Loin Steaks 440¢g | Co-op delivery 2/1/2026

Coop Co-op Outdoor Bred British Unsmoked Back Bacon 300g | Co-op 2/1/2026
delivery

Aldi British Lean Pork Fillet | ALDI UK 2/1/2026

Aldi British Pork Shoulder Joint | ALDI UK 2/1/2026

Aldi British Pork Loin Steaks | ALDI UK 2/1/2026
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https://www.ocado.com/products/m-s-select-farms-british-rump-steak/523837011
https://www.tesco.com/groceries/en-GB/products/254501715?_gl=1*x0nc6o*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTIxNDY0NTA2OS4xNzY3NDY5MTEw*_ga_33B19D36CY*czE3Njc0NjkxMDkkbzEkZzEkdDE3Njc0Njk4ODkkajYwJGwwJGgxODQzNzYxNDI.
https://www.tesco.com/groceries/en-GB/products/293861718?_gl=1*1o2kgpf*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTIxNDY0NTA2OS4xNzY3NDY5MTEw*_ga_33B19D36CY*czE3Njc0NjkxMDkkbzEkZzEkdDE3Njc0Njk5MTQkajM1JGwwJGgxODQzNzYxNDI.
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-pork-belly-slices-500g
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-british-pork-boneless-belly-joint-approx-700g-
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-british-pork-boneless-belly-joint-approx-700g-
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-belly-slices-taste-the-difference
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-belly-slices-taste-the-difference
https://www.waitrose.com/ecom/products/waitrose-12-made-without-nitrite-smoked-streaky-bacon-rashers/848434-780197-780198
https://www.waitrose.com/ecom/products/waitrose-12-made-without-nitrite-smoked-streaky-bacon-rashers/848434-780197-780198
https://www.waitrose.com/ecom/products/waitrose-8-dry-cured-unsmoked-back-bacon-rashers/039677-19652-19653
https://www.waitrose.com/ecom/products/waitrose-8-dry-cured-unsmoked-back-bacon-rashers/039677-19652-19653
https://www.waitrose.com/ecom/products/waitrose-british-unsmoked-gammon-joint/811195-812675-812676
https://shop.coop.co.uk/product/co-op-outdoor-bred-british-4-pork-loin-steaks-440g--58c39057-3143-431b-9cf1-c9b62308ce82?__queryId=6a21dec8acd0973a2ade5c53906c53ae
https://shop.coop.co.uk/product/co-op-outdoor-bred-british-unsmoked-back-bacon-300g--1f28811a-b517-45fb-8229-f210f6f654fd?__queryId=c617454da361a2a1a944d7d8508e0957
https://shop.coop.co.uk/product/co-op-outdoor-bred-british-unsmoked-back-bacon-300g--1f28811a-b517-45fb-8229-f210f6f654fd?__queryId=c617454da361a2a1a944d7d8508e0957
https://www.aldi.co.uk/product/ashfields-british-lean-pork-fillet-000000000000386133
https://www.aldi.co.uk/product/ashfields-british-pork-shoulder-joint-000000000000384533
https://www.aldi.co.uk/product/ashfields-british-pork-loin-steaks-000000000000382106
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Aldi Pork Chops | ALDI UK 2/1/2026
Marks and M&S British Outdoor Bred 12 Unsmoked Streaky Bacon Rashers -  3/1/2026
Spencer Ocado
Marks and M&S Heritage Gold British Outdoor Bred Pork Belly Strips - Ocado  3/1/2026
Spencer
Marks and M&S Heritage Gold British Outdoor Bred Pork Shoulder Joint - 3/1/2026
Spencer Ocado
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https://www.aldi.co.uk/product/everyday-essentials-pork-chops-000000000000435348
https://www.ocado.com/products/m-s-british-outdoor-bred-12-unsmoked-streaky-bacon-rashers/516390011?_gl=1*14lj6dm*_up*MQ..&gclid=1fdf27ae4fa5180bbe8a4ef7c389136e&gclsrc=3p.ds
https://www.ocado.com/products/m-s-british-outdoor-bred-12-unsmoked-streaky-bacon-rashers/516390011?_gl=1*14lj6dm*_up*MQ..&gclid=1fdf27ae4fa5180bbe8a4ef7c389136e&gclsrc=3p.ds
https://www.ocado.com/products/m-s-heritage-gold-british-outdoor-bred-pork-belly-strips/527847011?_gl=1*xon8jt*_up*MQ..&gclid=1fdf27ae4fa5180bbe8a4ef7c389136e&gclsrc=3p.ds
https://www.ocado.com/products/m-s-heritage-gold-british-outdoor-bred-pork-shoulder-joint/622378011?_gl=1*xon8jt*_up*MQ..&gclid=1fdf27ae4fa5180bbe8a4ef7c389136e&gclsrc=3p.ds
https://www.ocado.com/products/m-s-heritage-gold-british-outdoor-bred-pork-shoulder-joint/622378011?_gl=1*xon8jt*_up*MQ..&gclid=1fdf27ae4fa5180bbe8a4ef7c389136e&gclsrc=3p.ds
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Appendix 10

qis

“Reared by our

trusted farmers”
insbury’s

‘Reared with care
by farmers who
share our values™

C

“Exclusively raised
on lush green
Welsh hills *
“From trusted
Welsh farmers™
S: Ys

“From select farms
we know and trust”
Marks & Spencer

“From Trusted

“Using
tarming methods
focused on
producing best
quaity lamb”
Sainsbury's

‘Reared on native
pastures and free to

3 roam and forage on
“Grass and forage oot vegetables
fed” Aways British”
Waitrose Marks & Spencer

Figure 3. lllustrative examples of welfare-related labels and marketing claims used on supermarket lamb products.
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Lamb
Supermarket URL Date Accessed
Tesco Tesco Lamb Diced Leg 300G - Tesco Groceries 17/12/2025
Tesco Tesco British Lamb Mince 10% Fat 250G - Tesco Groceries 17/12/2025
Tesco Tesco Lamb Chops 550G - Tesco Groceries 17/12/2025
Sainsbury’s Sainsbury's British or New Zealand Lamb Chops 340g | Sainsbury's 31/12/2025
Sainsbury’s Sainsbury's British or New Zealand Lamb Chops 170g | Sainsbury's 31/12/2025
Sainsbury’s Sainsbury's Welsh Hill Lamb Cutlets, Taste the Difference x4 265g| 31/12/2025

Sainsbury's
Waitrose Waitrose 20 British Lamb Meatballs | Waitrose & Partners 31/12/2025
Waitrose Waitrose British Lamb Mince 20% Fat | Waitrose & Partners 31/12/2025
Waitrose Waitrose British Boneless Extra Trim Half Leg Of Lamb | Waitrose & 2/1/2026
Partners

Waitrose Waitrose British Succulent Whole Leg of Lamb | Waitrose & Partners 2/1/2026
Coop Co-op Lamb Chops 300¢g | Co-op delivery 2/1/2026
Coop Co-op Lamb Leg Steaks 320g | Co-op delivery 2/1/2026
Aldi British Lamb Mince 20% Fat | ALDI UK 2/1/2026
Aldi British Lamb Leg Steaks | ALDI UK 2/1/2026
Aldi British Lamb Chops | ALDI UK 2/1/2026
Aldi British Half Leg of Lamb | ALDI UK 2/1/2026
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https://www.tesco.com/groceries/en-GB/products/282524801?_gl=1*fewz3u*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTIxNDY0NTA2OS4xNzY3NDY5MTEw*_ga_33B19D36CY*czE3Njc0NjkxMDkkbzEkZzEkdDE3Njc0Njk5NTgkajYwJGwwJGgxODQzNzYxNDI.
https://www.tesco.com/groceries/en-GB/products/299054766?_gl=1*1roy5o0*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTIxNDY0NTA2OS4xNzY3NDY5MTEw*_ga_33B19D36CY*czE3Njc0NjkxMDkkbzEkZzEkdDE3Njc0Njk5OTMkajI1JGwwJGgxODQzNzYxNDI.
https://www.tesco.com/groceries/en-GB/products/289880192?_gl=1*csx6c4*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTIxNDY0NTA2OS4xNzY3NDY5MTEw*_ga_33B19D36CY*czE3Njc0NjkxMDkkbzEkZzEkdDE3Njc0NzAwMjMkajYwJGwwJGgxODQzNzYxNDI.
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-lamb-chops-340g
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-lamb-chops-170g
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-welsh-hill-lamb-cutlets--taste-the-difference-x4-265g
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-welsh-hill-lamb-cutlets--taste-the-difference-x4-265g
https://www.waitrose.com/ecom/products/waitrose-20-british-lamb-meatballs/529296-806726-806727
https://www.waitrose.com/ecom/products/waitrose-british-lamb-mince-20-fat/850787-806750-806751
https://www.waitrose.com/ecom/products/waitrose-british-boneless-extra-trim-half-leg-of-lamb/094778-48616-48617
https://www.waitrose.com/ecom/products/waitrose-british-boneless-extra-trim-half-leg-of-lamb/094778-48616-48617
https://www.waitrose.com/ecom/products/waitrose-british-succulent-whole-leg-of-lamb/094750-48604-48605
https://shop.coop.co.uk/product/co-op-lamb-chops-300g--6e9c428a-463d-4a4d-8351-33b451a6c183?__queryId=e8e870aebaf7f6a3b2aa91cb8e9cedc2
https://shop.coop.co.uk/product/co-op-lamb-leg-steaks-320g--35dd79d5-41c6-4128-a186-f1e89a4e3938
https://www.aldi.co.uk/product/ashfields-british-lamb-mince-20-fat-000000000000575324
https://www.aldi.co.uk/product/ashfields-british-lamb-leg-steaks-000000000657368001
https://www.aldi.co.uk/product/ashfields-british-lamb-chops-000000000661917001
https://www.aldi.co.uk/product/ashfields-british-half-leg-of-lamb-000000000657365001
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Marks and M&S 4 Lamb Cutlets - Ocado 3/1/2026
Spencer
Marks and M&S Select Farms British Lamb's Liver - Ocado 3/1/2026
Spencer
Marks and M&S Select Farms Lamb Mince 20% Fat - Ocado 3/1/2026
Spencer
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https://www.ocado.com/products/m-s-4-lamb-cutlets/516446011?_gl=1*1fazb2h*_up*MQ..&gclid=1fdf27ae4fa5180bbe8a4ef7c389136e&gclsrc=3p.ds
https://www.ocado.com/products/m-s-select-farms-british-lamb-s-liver/523733011?_gl=1*1fazb2h*_up*MQ..&gclid=1fdf27ae4fa5180bbe8a4ef7c389136e&gclsrc=3p.ds
https://www.ocado.com/products/m-s-select-farms-lamb-mince-20-fat/505052011?_gl=1*1fazb2h*_up*MQ..&gclid=1fdf27ae4fa5180bbe8a4ef7c389136e&gclsrc=3p.ds

