24th of April 2024

Ebola, HIV and COVID-19 are just a few of the 75% of all emerging infectious diseases that
have originated or are likely to have originated in animals®. Six out of seven WHO
declarations of a Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) have been
zoonoses. Another estimated 1.7 million currently “undiscovered” viruses are thought to exist
in mammals and birds, of which up to 827,000 could infect people?. The numbers clearly show
the urgency of addressing health risks at the human-animal-plants-environment interface.
Deforestation, habitat degradation, agricultural intensification, land use change and wildlife
trade are just a few examples of factors at this very interface that threaten human health daily®
— particularly in communities in vulnerable situations®. The way we treat animals, changes in
land-use patterns and the resultant change in our collective environment has undoubtedly
had an impact on human health.

The Pandemic Agreement must address all three levels of pandemic strategies, i.e.
prevention, preparedness and response measures. We, the signatory organisations and
experts, explicitly recommend that the role of One Health® and primary pandemic prevention
in addressing the root causes and drivers at the human-animal-plants-environment interface
(deep/upstream prevention) must be strengthened in the current INB process. We are alarmed
that some Member States have advocated for prevention rooted in the One Health approach
to be weakened in the Pandemic Agreement. This would place the lives of people, particularly
communities in vulnerable situations, at increased risk of pathogen spillover and subsequent
disease outbreaks. Weakening prevention and the One Health approach poses an
enormous threat to the equity dimension of the Pandemic Agreement. Thereis currently
no international health agreement that focuses on primary prevention, a void that the
Pandemic Instrument must be designed to fill.

One Health enables equity by recognizing that communities have differing circumstances and
by allocating technical, infrastructure and financial resources in a way that enables
communities to sustainably move away from risky practices while maintaining their livelihoods
and respecting indigenous communities’ knowledge, rights and practices® ’. Examples of
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support through the One Health approach include: training of a multidisciplinary workforce;
strengthening of human and animal health and disease surveillance systems and services;
increasing community engagement; identifying and monitoring high risk pathogens in humans
and animals; and financing pandemic prevention measures that mitigate drivers of these health
threats.

Additionally, pandemic prevention centred on addressing the roots of pandemics, is the most
cost-effective strategy costing a fraction of preparedness and response?, while also reducing
pandemic-related morbidity, mortality and economic disruption.

The Pandemic Agreement must enable WHO Member States to address factors that
drive the emergence of zoonoses in their countries based on national circumstances
and involving all relevant sectors and actors through transdisciplinary collaboration,
by offering the supportive frameworks to develop and implement national One Health
strategies which truly address their national risks, contexts and priorities. Specific support -
funding and technical assistance - should be secured and engaged to assist countries
in need in the development of their One Health strategies to tackle the root causes of
pandemics and support their basic health care systems (both human and animal
health). If we truly want to avoid future pandemics, every effort must be made to mitigate the
root causes of disease outbreaks in animals and prevent spillover at the human-animal-
environment interface (primary prevention). Improving animal welfare is a central
component in the operationalization of a One Health approach to preventing
pandemics.

The undersigned organisations and experts emphasise that to protect human health and
enable equity, a balanced approach to pandemic prevention, preparedness and
response through the adoption of One Health is a critical and achievable component of
the Pandemic Agreement.
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USA and One Health Brasil, OHLAIC,
CYTED Latin America.

Dr. Marisa Peyre

Deputy Head of Integrated Health Research
Unit in Cirad and Co-founder of the
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Independent Consultant on One Health and
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P.D.R.
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Associate Research Professor, Center for
Global Health Science and Security,
Georgetown University, USA; Heidelberg
Institute of Global Health, University of
Heidelberg, Germany
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Scientist, Stockholm Environment Institute,
US and Visiting Research Fellow, Brooks
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Co-Founder and Co-Director Neglected
Global Diseases Initiative at the University
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